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NEXT CLUB MEETING 

9th September 2025 
Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre,  
66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 
Basics Classes @ 6.00pm 
General Meeting @ 7.00pm 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

0432 461 025 

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

127 High St.,  
North Sydney 2060. 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
President TBC 
Vice President Oli 
Secretary David 
Treasurer Bryan 
Newsletter Editor Oli 
Committee Frank, Chris, Ty, Ben 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Membership is due! 
Full membership $40 
Concession  $25 
Family   $55 
Pensioner  $25 
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see Bryan) 
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EDITORIAL MATTERS 
 

We always welcome any contributions from members, 
so if you have a project underway, have a query, want 
to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale 
to share, please get in contact via 
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the 
Committee members.  
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Letter to members – from John 
 

Fellow members, 

It is with sadness and regret that I have to inform you that I have resigned as President of the Sydney City 
Bonsai Club. Over the past few years my health has been gradually deteriorating. I indicated to the committee 
some time ago that I was prepared to continue to participate in the Committee while ever I was able to and 
while ever I had their support. Unfortunately, due to the sudden deterioration of my health, I am unable to 
continue.  

I’ve been a member of the Sydney City Bonsai Club for over 15 years and as I said in my last Annual report, I 
think the club’s strength and future success lays in the camaraderie and friendship of its members. The 
willingness of individuals to unselfishly help each other to improve the quality of their trees has been and will 
continue to be the reason why you keep coming to the monthly meetings. 

While I had hoped to continue to enjoy your company and friendship for some time to come, I am uncertain 
about my health and therefore about my future participation in club activities. I hope that you understand why 
I have had to step down. 

I would like to thank the Committee and especially you, the members, for the support you have shown. I wish 
the club every success in coming years. 

John  
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SCBC Venue 

We’re in Sydney’s premium location these days. Kitchen facilities, air-con, lots of space, off street parking. 
Come to our meetings anytime! 

Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre 

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

 

 

SCBC is on YouTube by Toby 

Toby is back at it with another awesome recording of our meeting. This one should be bookmarked if you’re 
developing juniper or pine bonsai. This meeting from Evan was just awesome.  

Do check it out: 

Sydney City Bonsai Club August Meeting 2025  
 

or try copy this: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QZ7e52C66Rc&t=7s&ab_channel=Toby%3AMediaStudio 
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August Meeting Recap  

The club was fortunate enough to have Clinton Nesci from Ray Nesci Bonsai Nursery in Dural. Their family 
established the nursery in 1979 and are most involved with The School of Bonsai. They offer young plants, 
ground grown trees, refined bonsai and all other items through their shop. It’s one of, if not the most renown 
bonsai nurseries in NSW. 

Son of Ray, Clinton gave the club a presentation on the use of Loropetalum (Chinese Fringe Flower) as bonsai. 
These aren’t a commonly used species, but they have a lot of qualities we look for in bonsai. This includes: 

- Alternating branching 
- Compact foliage with regular pruning 
- a flower similar to a ‘party-popper’  
- Spring flowering (4-6 weeks) 

Clinton reckons that they are best suited to a 30-
40cm high bonsai, styled as either an informal 
upright, or a semi cascade. They don’t thicken 
overly quickly, so it may take some time to get a 
thick trunk.  

The most common variety seen in nurseries is 
called “China pink”.  

Clinton then brought in what looked like a large 
bush, and styled it for around an hour. Members asked a number of questions about the species. Clinton was 
very procedural in what he cut off and what he kept, which was very refreshing. This included keeping some 
branches he wasn’t 100% sure of cutting yet, only to cut them late in the styling when he was surer of the tree’s 
direction. 

David then gave a critique of the shohin trees that 
were displayed in August. Whilst some didn’t 
quite fit the ‘rules’ of a shohin, there were some 
magnificent plants – including James’ semi-
cascade juniper, Neville’s multi-display, & Ty’s 
Coast Banksia. 

 

Thank you Clinton from Sydney City Bonsai Club.   
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Display trees – August – Shohin & Mame 
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August MEETING AGENDA – Buds, Blooms & 
Fruit 

Display Trees 
We’ve pulled this one back a month, hopefully there’s more 
flowers than last year! Please display trees that are budding out, 
flowering or have fruit.  

Additionally, we would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be 
put on the display table. If you arrive late, please respect the 
space, and try not block other trees.  

Refer to the yearly program for future display trees.  

Meeting Agenda  

1. A quick word about the committee 
In light of John’s resignation, the committee will say a few words. 

2. Presentation – Lee Wright 
Lee will give a talk on some trees from the AABC and a chat about pot selection. See Page 8 for details! 

2. Lucky door prize & bonsai critique  
Sign the attendance and win a book! We will also have a critique of displayed trees. 

3. WORKSHOP 
If there’s any spare time, feel free to work on your trees. 

  
 

 
 
September BASICS LESSON 08 – Candle reduction, tip pinching / pruning, Pad 
development, Bonsai tools 

 
 

To give the Basic’s Lesson a better environment to learn in, we now hold these in the smaller room next to the 
main hall.  

We will discuss all things related to pines, pinching, pruning, pad development and all the bonsai tools you 
could ever want to know about.  
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WHY I BOUGHT 7 TREES & HOW I SELECT POTS - Lee 
 

I brought 7 trees home from the AABC in May and I have been saving 6 for the September demo.   I will be 
pointing out the trees good points and bad - what to look for when buying stock plants and some basic styling.  
Some trees are ’normal’, some are ‘crazy' but there will be plenty of advice during the session. 

Pots - what to look for when selecting a pot for your tree.   Trees and pots are male and female, how to get a 
successful ‘marriage’ and improve the look and feel of your tree.  A pot isn’t just a container, it should be a 
reflection of your tree and the image you are portraying.   I don’t do brown pots and I have very few 
conventional commercial pots.  And I’m going to show you why. 

Come along, lots to learn and fun doing it. 

Lee Wright 

 

Scott Martin Meeting in October - ATTENTION 

The club will again host Scott Martin, however it will be a little bit different. This year, up to eight participants 
will be able to join a 4 hour workshop with Scott. You should bring along a decent tree (limited to one per 
person) and he will work with you during the workshop on it.  

We will be putting the schedule in stone this month. Please be advised that we will be asking for payment to 
secure spots at the September meeting ($50pp/session). 

We’ve also decided to allow for other members to watch and observe the sessions, this will be $5/pp and we 
ask that you observe only.  

Date: 18th October & 19th October 

@Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre 

Time: 9AM-1PM 

 

Club sale night - October 

Next month, we will have our annual sales night. This is a more concentrated outing where we encourage 
people to come sell trees, pots and equipment they no longer want or can’t seem to put on the right path, or 
perhaps you want to sell when they’re at their best! 
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Mt Wilson Yamadori dig - Bryan 
 

We arrived after a pleasant 2 ½ drive along fern dotted roads 
just starting to show their early spring colour. This was my first 
Yamadori dig, which was very exciting. Brian (a former member) 
was there to meet us and shepherd us through the rambling 
azalea, cherry and ancient hoop pine dotted property.  

Japanese maples were the most prevalent. Ranging from small 
strappy ones about 30 cm high and a few mm in diameter up to 
one’s several meters tall and 7 or 8 cm in diameter. There were 
also a few small Hoop Pines, the odd young cherry, and a few 
Chilean Yews (Prumnopitys Andina). While my vision of finding 
an ancient naturally styled yamadori just waiting to be potted 
up may not have come to fruition, I gathered enough young 
maples for a couple of group plantings and then some. No 
doubt if all survive, I may have some trade options for the 
October sales table.  

Others on the dig gathered a variety of species, 
however I stuck with maples. After an hour or 
two we broke for a picnic lunch on the porch of 
Cherry Cottage Clarine. A sandwich or two was 
shared with Richard the centenarian property 
owner as well as a few stories. The paths 
plantings and styling of the place is wonderful. 
Though the sun felt great on our backs we 
didn’t tarry too long on the porch before 
heading back for a chance to dig some hoop 
pines and yews.  

 

 

The ride home a bit slower and more congested 
allowed time to think over how to plant up and 
initially style all the trees collected.  My first dig 
was fun and, with proper aftercare, I should end 
up with a few young trees with which to practice 
styling.  

Sincere thanks to Brian and Richard for 
accommodating all those from the club that 
attended. 
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BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER 
 

Yew (over 15 years of work) 
 

  
 

 

FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE 
 
The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone 
interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.  
 
We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like! 
 
     Sydney City Bonsai Club 

Buy & Swap table 

The Buy & Swap table is always a staple of the club. If you want to move anything on, please bring along and 
sell to members. A customary 10% donation to the club is expected. 

 
ARTICLE OF INTEREST 
 
I’m going to highlight the odd paid service – this one is Bjorn Bjornholm’s Bonsai-U service. This platform has 
live Q&A, a library of educational videos and forums to interact on. You can also try a 7 day free trial (just 
remember to cancel before the 7 days are up). 
 

Eisei-en Website  
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John 

1. Given the recent warming weather, I’d be surprised if your deciduous trees aren’t showing signs of new 
growth and consequently should have already been repotted. 

2 Spring is when trees grow quickly and can get out of hand if you do not continually monitor and 
maintain them. The process of pruning new growth depends on the stage that the tree has reached.  

a.  For younger trees the trunk will thicken more if you allow shoots to lengthen before trimming 
back to one or two leaves. Don't worry if leaves are large and internode length is long because 
you are trying to establish strength and bulk.  

b. For medium age trees, allow first leaf to open and removing the next leaf only after it becomes 
fully opened.  

c.  For mature trees, the pinching process changes. The first leaf remains and then the emerging 
leaf is nipped out before opening. 

3. Pines are actively growing, and the candle pinching must be performed to balance the growth around 
the tree. Pines, and in particular Japanese Black Pine, prefer their roots cut back this month so repot 
pines and junipers now (however you’ve missed the window if the candles have extended). 

4. When planning to repot natives prune as necessary a week or two before repotting. That way the buds 
get a head start on regrowth before repotting. 

6. Start fertilizing evergreens again and ease into your fertilising program for other trees, but not if you’ve 
just repotted. Wait for about two weeks after they've been repotted to avoid burning the new root 
growth. 

7. Evergreens that have been in the ground for growth can be lifted and potted, or root pruned and 
replanted for further growth. 

10. Flowering trees such as Apricot, Cherry and Quince should have flowered by now. Foliage develops 
quickly after flowering so trim back early aggressive growth to improve bifurcation. 

11. In Sydney, Azaleas are regularly attacked by leaf sucking insects. A spray program with Confidor should 
be commenced in September to eradicate lace bugs and continue until the end of Summer. High 
humidity will result in diseases destroying the flowers. As soon as the buds begin to open, place the tree 
under cover and hand water the soil only. 

12. Wisteria can be spectacular in flower. Remove spent flowering heads as soon as the flowering is 
finished. Long thin canes (whips) will develop. They will be unlikely to flower and should be cut back 
leaving the 2 or 3 unopened buds located where the whips emerge from the plant. These remaining 
buds will produce compact growth and particularly flowering material. 

13. September is a good time to collect Yamadori and also for air layering. 
14. Clean winter moss off trunks. It’s a good idea to remove moss within 2 to 3 cm from the trunk. 

Otherwise, it can rot the bark and damage the cambium. This can be done by covering the soil with a 
tea-towel, then using a toothbrush and white vinegar and applying it to the moss. 

Sources:  
  

1. AusBonsai Wiki 
2. “Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff 
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WEATHER TRENDS - David 
 
Spring is definitely here in Sydney.  (even in Moss Vale) 
Despite what it felt like this winter hasn't been particularly cold compared to the long-term average.  It has 
been very wet - this makes it feel colder and more critically has made it difficult to get out and repot. 
I'm repotting like crazy.  Don't be scared if your deciduous trees are breaking bud -but do them first. 
Leave your repotted trees for 4-6 weeks but you should be starting your fertilising regime again.  
Recent Weather 

  
Upcoming weather 

       
Average Weather 
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Branching away from Observatory Hill, let’s see how Bankstown is going… 
 
Bankstown 
Recent Weather 

   
Upcoming Weather 

   
Average Weather 
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SCBC 2025 PROGRAM  

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further 
refinement & information will be in the newsletter prior to the meeting! 
 

Month Theme Display Trees Meeting Basic Training 
February Natives Australian Natives Styling Exotics vs Natives 

- Workshop 
What is a Bonsai? 
Styles, keeping my tree 
alive. 

March Competition 
Trees 

Beauty in 
Imperfections 

- Presentation: Preparing a 
tree for display. 
- Workshop 

Watering, dealing with 
hot days 

April Group 
Plantings 

Group Plantings or 
multi-trunk 

- Workshop Styling, Wiring and 
Propagation 

May Horticulture Autumn colour, or 
Fruit-bearing 

- Workshop Development vs. 
refinement. Fertilisers 

June Preparing for 
Winter 

Literati, slanting or 
windswept 

- Workshop or multi-trunk 
maple session - Oli 

Repotting & Pots 

July AGM Conifers - Evan Marsh Presentation 
-Workshop 

Repotting exercise 

August Little Trees Shohin/Mame Presentation: Clinton Nesci – 
Chinese Fringe Flower 
 

Shaping, collecting 
trees from the wild, 
air-layering 

September Sale Night Flowering / 
Budding 

- Presentation – Lee  
- Workshop 

Pad development, 
pinching/pruning, 
tools 

October Design 
refinement 

Cascade, semi-
cascade & RoR 

- Scott Martin month 
- Workshop 
- Club sale night 

Figs, Natives & 
Defoliation 

November Figs Ficus & 
Figs 

Figs - Gary U presentation 
- Workshop 

Summer Prep & 
Displays 

December Xmas Party Holiday Spirit Xmas Party N/A 
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BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS 
 
 
Date Club Links 

5-7th Sept 
Annual Exhibition 

Bonsai Society of 
Australia 

Visit their website – www.bonsai.asn.au  

 Illawarra Bonsai Society Visit their website –  www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org   
 Bonsai Society of South 

Australia website 
Website is worth a visit – www.bonsaisa.org.au 

 Yarra Valley Bonsai  Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au  
 Victorian Native Bonsai 

Club  
Visit their website – www.vicnativebonsai.com.au - 
well worth a look. 

18th October 
41st Bonsai 
Exhibition 

School of Bonsai Visit their website 
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au 

   
 Canberra Bonsai Society Put out a good newsletter - visit their website –  

www.cbs.org.au 
March 14 & 15th 

Bonsai Open 
Central Coast Bonsai 
Club 

For more details go to  
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au 

 Bonsai Society of 
Sydney 

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au  

 Newcastle Bonsai 
Society 

Check out: 
https://www.facebook.com/newcastlebonsaisociety/ 

1-5 May 2026, 
Hobart 

37th AABC National 
Convention 

Event Details 

4-5 October 
Exhibition 

Goulburn Bonsai Club 158 Auburn Street, 10 am–4 pm. 

 Bonsai by the Harbour  

 Earth and Fire Bonsai 
Potters Sale 
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Club discount – Bonsai-En 

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En 
online store. 

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many 
types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s 
login details.  

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will 
provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store. 

Bonsai-En Login 

 

 
Club discount – Bonsai Matsu 
 
Bonsai professional Scott Martin also has a catalogue of items he sells to clubs/members at wholesale rates. 
Please reach out to John for details, this has been updated as of July 2025! 
 

 
 


