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NEXT CLUB MEETING

12" August 2025

Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre,

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193
Basics Classes @ 6.00pm

General Meeting @ 7.00pm

CONTACT DETAILS

NEWSLETTER CONTENTS

0432 461 025

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au

http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au

127 High St.,
North Sydney 2060.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

President John

Vice President Oli

Secretary David

Treasurer Bryan

Newsletter Editor Oli

Committee Frank, Chris, Ty, Ben

MEMBERSHIP

SCBC Venue

SCBCis on YouTube

July Meeting Recap

Display Trees — July

August Meeting Agenda
August Basics Lesson
Clinton Nesci demonstration
Fees are due

Are you terrible at drawing?
Mt Wilson Trip

Scott Martin Meeting Oct
Bonsai Before & After
Facebook Page

Buy & Swap Table

Articles of Interest

BONSAI SOCIETY OF SYDNEY
Things to do this Month
Weather Trends!

2025 Program

Bonsai clubs and events
Bonsai-En — Club discount
Bonsai Matsu — Club discount

EDITORIAL MATTERS

Page 2
Page 2
Page 3
Page 4
Page 6
Page 6
Page 7
Page 7
Page 8
Page 10
Page 10
Page 11
Page 11
Page 11
Page 11
Page 12
Page 13
Page 14
Page 16
Page 17
Page 18
Page 18

Membership is due!

Full membership $40
Concession $25
Family $55
Pensioner $25

Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John or

Bryan).

We always welcome any contributions from members,
so if you have a project underway, have a query, want
to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale

to share, please get in contact via
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the

Committee members.
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SCBC Venue

We're in Sydney’s premium location these days. Kitchen facilities, air-con, lots of space, off street parking.

Come to our meetings anytime!
Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193
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SCBC ison YouTube by Toby

Toby is back at it with another awesome recording of our meeting. This one should be bookmarked if you're
developing juniper or pine bonsai. This meeting from Evan was just awesome.

Do check it out:
Sydney City Bonsai Club July Meeting 2025
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July Meeting Recap

Our meeting kicked off with the Basics Training. The attendees
got to undertake their own repotting of a tree and get their
hands dirty. Depending on species, you’ll have to treat a tree’s
roots differently when you repot them. Though generally, when a
tree just starts to grow is usually a good time to repot.

Neville then orchestrated our AGM in which there was
unanimous agreement to keep all four voted personnel in their
positions (though not a lot of competition!).

Following this, at around 7:30PM, Evan Marsh took the stage.

Evan is a bonsai artist based in Sydney, who works for Yates in
their product development team. He has spent approximately 8
months training in Japan under Koji Hiramatsu. He mostly
specialises in shohin pines, though it’s worth pointing out that
the development process is more specialised in Japan. l.e. one
nursery grows to seedling, one nursery does initial growth, one
nursery does refinement. Each essentially has their fingers in the
production line.

Evan took everyone through his process to develop shohin Japanese Black Pine, and showcased a number of
plants at different stages of development. This starts by using only fine scoria as the potting medium (then
consistently fertilising as there’s low cationic exchange). The advantage of this, is the material doesn’t break
down over a 5-10 year period, but also gives a lot of fine feeder roots close to the tree that he can reduce back
to when the root-ball is eventually reduced. One of the trees he brought hadn’t been repotted in 7 years in a
terracotta pot.

The next stage, is to put severe bends in the tree
close to the soil surface (being careful the folds don’t
create inverse taper). And let the sacrifice grow! You
need to remove the needles between the base of the
tree (where all the little candles / branches are
developing for your shohin) and the top. This ensures
nothing is shaded out and the pine doesn’t put its
energy further up the trunk and drop needles at the
base. A similar process is done for junipers, except
you may have mult iple leaders from the main tree.
Additionally, the plant lends itself to more insane
twists and turns.

For more intricate details, refer to the YouTube recording on Page 2. On behalf of Sydney City Bonsai Club,
thank you very much for attending Evan.
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Display trees — July— Conifers
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August MEETING AGENDA - Shohin to
Mame

Display Trees
The delicated handed folk will love this month, as we ask you

to show off your shohin or mame trees. This is generally
anything less than 20cm in heigh from the top of the tree to
the top of the pot.

Additionally, we would like to encourage ONLY display trees
to be put on the display table. If you arrive late, please
respect the space, and try not block other trees.

Refer to the yearly program for future display drees.

Meeting Agenda

1. Presentation — Clinton Nesci
Clinton will be discussing Loropetalum (Chinese Fringe Flower)

2. Lucky door prize & bonsai critique
Sign the attendance and win a book! We will also have a critique of displayed trees.

3. WORKSHOP
If there’s any spare time, feel free to work on your trees.

PLEASE RESPECT THOSE ATTENDING THE BASICS LESSON
BEFOREHAND

August BASICS LESSON 07 - Shaping, pruning, Yamadori, air-layering demo,
prep for Spring

Lesson #7 is a very full one. We will be teaching all about pruning, collecting trees from the wild (yamadori), air-
layering and any preparation for Spring.
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filled out the form that was emailed around a couple of |
days ago:

FORM

Clinton will be discussing Loropetalum (Chinese Fringe
Flower). This is a rare opportunity to get someone to
discuss this unique plant. Come along!

Fees are due

Fees are now due for 2025/2026. The committee has again decided not to increase fees. Please refer to rates
one Page 1. We think with the current pipeline of presenters, events and work undertaken by the committee,
that this offers exceptional value.

Payment can be made by cash, card or bank transfer. Bank details are as follows:

Sydney City Bonsai Club
BSB: 032-152
A/C No.: 166305

If paying electronically, please ensure you include name(s) in the description.
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Are you terrible at drawing your Bonsais? By Oli

The funny thing about trees, is that once you cut a branch off, it’s relatively hard to get it back on. So, we need
to be pretty sure of our design, prior to making the cut. Some are gifted, and can design in their head, but for
those that need a visual - drawing your tree can be very helpful. Except, what if you can’t.... draw.

| am a terrible drawer. In fact, I’'m awful. If | can trace something as opposed to freehand it, | will. Additionally, |
don’t have any fancy computer software, so am usually limited to using Microsoft Paint. So, recently | tried to
find a better way to play around with designs. That’s where | found out | could use Al to convert photos into an
image that | could then draw over! | generally hate the oversaturation of Al, but this a tool, to allow you to then
have creative control, not do the creativity.

Take this Japanese maple, sitting in my garage:

e

Now upload the photo to any Al service (e.g. ChatGPT). Then
ask it to:

“remove the background so it’s just a tree and pot on a grey
background”

You might need to adjust the colour of the background, just
make sure you don’t get a transparent background. This
should look similar to the picture on the right. Download it.
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The amazing part is to come. We can then simply open it in Microsoft Photos (should be the default in Windows
11). We then want to click “EDIT” in the top left. Then use the “Erase” button to remove any branches we want.

@ Adjustment & Filter &4 Mark-up

Have some fun erasing branches. You might need to go over areas a couple of times. We can then click the
“Mark-up” button and draw some branches and design our tree. This is a quick job just to give you an idea, and
certainly isn’t the direction this tree is going.
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Mt Wilson Trip — 24" August

This trip has been delayed until the 24" of August.

Drive from club meeting location is approx 2 hours:

A
AL k)

- Cenl}al.AC ;t

Kurrajong

Scott Martin Meeting in October - ATTENTION

The club will again host Scott Martin, however it will be a little bit different. This year, up to eight participants
will be able to join a 4 hour workshop with Scott. You should bring along a decent tree (limited to one per
person) and he will work with you during the workshop on it.

We’ve also decided to allow for members to watch and observe the sessions, details to be confirmed.

We will be firming up members day(s) for the session at this meeting. Please be advised that we will be asking
for payment to secure spots at the August meeting (5S50pp/session)

Date: 18" October & 19" October

Time: 9AM-1PM
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Monterey Pine

FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone
interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like!

Sydney City Bonsai Club

Buy & Swap table

The Buy & Swap table is always a staple of the club. If you want to move anything on, please bring along and
sell to members. A customary 10% donation to the club is expected.

ARTICLE OF INTEREST

This month, | really want to highlight a lesser-known bonsai artist in Australia. “Dorrigo Bonsai” also known as
Australian Bonsai Gallery. There is a plethora of posts, videos and news that John posts on his website. You can
also buy trees, undertake workshops and even visit the collection. A must check out!

Australian Bonsai Gallery

Sydney City Bonsai Club Newsletter August 2025 Page 11


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555990136853
https://australianbonsai.gallery/news/news-articles.html

?{//:f'lr Sydney City Bonsai Club

BONSAI SOCIETY OF SYDNEY - 2025 Exhibition

BONSAT and
IKEBANA
EXHIBITION

The Bonsai Society of Sydney is proud 1o present the
2025 Annual Exhibition

Saturday, August 16,
9 am-3.30 pm

Forest Community Arts Centre,
6 Darley Street, Forestville, NSW 2087

FREE ADMISSION for everyone!
A donation of a gold coin would be very welcome
—ry
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John

1. August is likely to be the busiest month because of the repotting of deciduous trees. The ideal
time depends on the species and local climate but is best done when the leaf buds swell but have
not burst.

2. As Winter wanes, return any tropicals that you might have brought inside for protection
against frost, to outside.

3. Ensure all trees requiring wiring have been done and prepare to monitor them all through
spring to ensure they do not suffer wire cutting in.

4. Start fertilising evergreen trees again.

5. Thus is the best time to collect deciduous Yamadori or to lift, root prune and replant trees from
gardens for further growth.

6. Major redesign and work on trees can done now. It is easier to see the ‘structure’ of deciduous
trees while they are bare.

7. Grafting of Pines and other evergreens.
8. Melaleuca cuttings can be taken now of half-ripe lateral shoots.

9. For species susceptible to mildew it’s worth another spray with Lime Sulphur.

Sources:

1. AusBonsai Wiki
2. “Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff
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WEATHER TRENDS - David

Don't panic. It's been cold but it will get warmer. The minimums over the last month are broadly in line with
the 10 year average.

Keep a close eye on your deciduous trees - | find they are breaking bud earlier and earlier. I'm getting set up to
repot and will be starting in the next 2-3 weeks.

Recent Weather

Sydney [Observatory Hill) Average Daily Minimum Temperatures Sydney (Observatory Hill) Average Daily Maximum Temperatures

[ From 8/7/2025 to 4/8/2025 From 8/7/2025 to 4/8/2025
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Upcoming weather
Sydney (Observatory Hill) Average Daily Minimum Temperatures Sydney (Observatory Hill) Average Daily Maximum Temperatures
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Average Weather
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For fun, this month we’ll highlight a couple of areas that some members in our club live in (Bankstown and

Southern Highlands). It’s interesting seeing the differences in long-term averages compared to Sydney City.

Bankstown
Bankst: Ajrport A ge Daily Minimum Temperatures

A Sep Ot Nov  Dec  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun|

——Minimum - 10yr ——Minimum - All yrs

Reproduced by permission of Bureaws of Meteorology, © 2025 Commanweal th of Australia.

Southern Highlands (Moss Vale)

Bankstown Airport Average Daily Maximum Temperatures

[w Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Fab Mar Apr May

Jun |

——Maximum - 10yr ——Maximum- All yrs

Reproduced by permission of Bureau of Meteorology. £ 2025 Commonwealth of Australia,

Variance visually seems less prominent, but this may be due to data not being as old as Observatory Hill.

Moss Vale Average Daily Mini Temperatures

Moss Vale Average Daily Maximum Temperatures

[m Aug  sep ©t  mev  Dec  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May

Jun |

| 1ul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec lan Feb Mar Apr May

Junl

——Minimum - 10yr ——Minimum - All yrs

Reproduced by germission of Bureau of Meteorology, © 2025 Commonwealth of Australia

35

i}

— Maximum - 10yr —Maximum- All yrs

Reproduced by permission of Bureau of Meteorology, © 2025 Commonwealth of Australia.
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SCBC 2025 PROGRAM

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further
refinement & information will be in the newsletter prior to the meeting!

Month Theme Display Trees Meeting Basic Training
February Natives Australian Natives  Styling Exotics vs Natives What is a Bonsai?
- Workshop Styles, keeping my tree
alive.
March Competition Beauty in - Presentation: Preparing a Watering, dealing with
Trees Imperfections tree for display. hot days
- Workshop
April Group Group Plantings or - Workshop Styling, Wiring and
Plantings multi-trunk Propagation
May Horticulture Autumn colour, or - Workshop Development vs.
Fruit-bearing refinement. Fertilisers
June Preparing for  Literati, slanting or - Workshop or multi-trunk Repotting & Pots
Winter windswept maple session - Oli
July AGM Conifers - Evan Marsh Presentation Repotting exercise
-Workshop
August Little Trees Shohin/Mame Presentation: Clinton Nesci—  Shaping, collecting
Chinese Fringe Flower trees from the wild,
air-layering
September Sale Night Flowering / - Presentation — Lee Pad development,
Budding - Workshop pinching/pruning,
tools
October Design Cascade, semi- - Scott Martin month Figs, Natives &
refinement cascade & RoR - Workshop Defoliation
November Figs Ficus & Figs - Gary U presentation Summer Prep &
Figs - Workshop Displays
December Xmas Party Holiday Spirit Xmas Party N/A
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Date Club Links
Bonsai Society of Visit their website — www.bonsai.asn.au
Australia

Illawarra Bonsai Society

Visit their website — www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org

Bonsai Society of South
Australia website

Website is worth a visit — www.bonsaisa.org.au

Yarra Valley Bonsai

Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

Victorian Native Bonsai
Club

Visit their website — www.vicnativebonsai.com.au -
well worth a look.

18" October
41* Bonsai
Exhibition

School of Bonsai

Visit their website
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au

Canberra Bonsai Society

Put out a good newsletter - visit their website —
www.cbs.org.au

Central Coast Bonsai
Club

For more details go to
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au

17" Aug - Exhibition

Bonsai Society of

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au

Sydney
Newcastle Bonsai Check out:
Society https://www.facebook.com/newcastlebonsaisociety/
1-5 May 2026, 37" AABC National Event Details
Hobart Convention

Goulburn Bonsai Club

Bonsai by the Harbour

Earth and Fire Bonsai
Potters Sale
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Club discount — Bonsai-En

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En
online store.

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many
types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s
login details.

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will
provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store.

Bonsai-En Login

WWW.Bonsai—En.shop

EXPERI

b
‘;'"lll\S\l—I\

Club discount — Bonsai Matsu

Bonsai professional Scott Martin also has a catalogue of items he sells to clubs/members at wholesale rates.
Please reach out to John for details, this has been updated as of July 2025!

<ONs

i scott@bonsaimatsu.com

<
b
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