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We're jam packed this month! Keep the articles
MEMBERSHIP coming. ..
Membership is due! We always welcome any contributions from members,

so if you have a project underway, have a query, want
Full membership $40 to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale
Concession $25 to share, please get in contact via
Family $55 info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the
Pensioner $25 Committee members.

Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John or
Bryan).
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SCBC Venue

We're in Sydney’s premium location these days. Kitchen facilities, air-con, lots of space, off street parking. Come

to our meetings anytime!

Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193
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Toby has recorded and edited up our latest meeting.
Please check it out if you couldn’t attend:
ne M

ney City Bonsai Cl ing 202
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Sydney City Bonsai Club

June Meeting Recap

Our meeting kicked off with the Basics Training with 10 members joining. John and David showed how to repot
a bonsai in preparation for the next meeting. Feedback has been very positive and we appreciate all of those
that attend and share with friends.

John then gave a run down of upcoming demonstrations, including Evan Marsh, Scott Martin, Clinton Nesci, Lee
Wright and Gary U. What a back half of 2025 we have coming! John also gave a recap on the Bonsai by the
Harbour weekend that he and some other members attended.

Oli then gave a run down of some tips going into Winter. John has put out a fantastic “things to do” this month
which covers many of the same items. The key thing is to ensure you prevent root-rot and fungal diseases, there
are plenty of tips on how to protect trees from these things. A general consensus was that the frequency of
frosts in Sydney has almost gone to zero, which means we seldom have to worry about these things for our
trees.

Lee then undertook a critique of the display trees. Some comments on the trees included:

- Lean your trees forward, have them presenting themselves to the viewer
- Consider even cascading your trees

- Tree > stand. Your stand should never outshine your tree.

- Consider which part of the tree you want the viewer to pay attention to

Oli then ran a session on creating a ‘Kabudachi’ bonsai. This is a clump style bonsai. These form in nature from
two things:

1. A number of seeds landing in the same area, then growing together
2. A major cut back of the tree, which then suckers have formed and become the main trunks.

The process is to clump a number of saplings together with a wire, - make sure the taproots have been removed
- then pot them up in a pond basket for a year or two. You should fertilise and water heavily and not worry
about branching.

For those not doing the maple project, they undertook a workshop on their own trees. See you in July!

Note: when we say it’s workshop time, this means BRING YOUR OWN TREE TO WORK ON. This is how you can
get the most out of the club, leave it at work on your desk during the day if you have to!
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Display trees — June- Literati, elegant and slanted

The editor makes sincere apologies to those that displayed trees. He was a bit busy during the session and
totally forgot to take any pics. If anyone wants to see the displayed trees, please refer to the YouTube video on

Page 2
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July MEETING AGENDA - Conifers

Display Trees
Tying in with our presenter, we will display conifers this month! This includes

your pines, junipers, cypress, and cedars - we just know Simon is excited.

Additionally, we would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be put on the
display table. If you arrive late, please respect the space, and try not block
other trees.

Refer to the yearly program for future display drees.

(Credit Scott Martin for the cedar on the right)

Meeting Agenda —

1. Presentation - Evan Marsh
Evan will be giving a 1 hour demonstration on pines and junipers. Refer to page 7 for more details

2. Annual General Meeting
We will have the clubs annual general meeting to vote in a committee.

3. Lucky door prize & bonsai critique (Chris)
Sign the attendance and win a book! Chris will do a critique of displayed trees

4. WORKSHOP
If there’s any spare time, feel free to work on your trees.

PLEASE RESPECT THOSE ATTENDING THE BASICS LESSON
BEFOREHAND

July BASICS LESSON 06 — Repotting workshop

Participants will be doing their own repotting! This can often be the most daunting part of doing bonsai, but our
wonderful instructors will show you the do’s and don’ts of
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Sydney City Bonsai Club

Fees are due

Fees are now due for 2025/2026. The committee has again decided not to increase fees. Please refer to rates
one Page 1. We think with the current pipeline of presenters, events and work undertaken by the committee,
that this offers exceptional value.

Payment can be made by cash, card or bank transfer. Bank details are as follows:

Sydney City Bonsai Club
BSB: 032-152
A/C No.: 166305

If paying electronically, please ensure you include name(s) in the description.

Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2025

The club also has its 2025 AGM this month. To vote, you must be a financial member. So please pay your fees!
The roles up for formal election are:

- President (Currently John)

- Vice President (Currently Oli)
- Secretary (Currently David)

- Treasurer (Currently Bryan)

Other members that contribute to the committee include Chris, Ty, Frank, Oli, Gracy.
Proxies

You can appoint another member to vote as your proxy. The Proxy Nomination form is attached at the end of
the newsletter.

Note that you and the proxy must be financial members to vote.
A member is limited to holding a maximum of 5 proxies.

Please give your proxies to the secretary (David Peirce) at our meeting on the 8th of July prior to the AGM
commencing
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SCBC presents Evan Marsh!

The club welcomes Evan Marsh this month, who will be presenting on junipers and pines. Evan has studied with
Koji Hiramatsu and is one of Australia’s youngest bonsai professionals. He is extremely likeable and a wealth of
knowledge, which we are sure everyone will enjoy.

He will be joining to talk with everyone for about an hour on some of his own material.

Mt Wilson Trip - 3rd August

As discussed in previous newsletters and meetings, the club will be heading out to Mt. Wilson for a yamadori
and picnic day. We will send out a dedicated email about the trip leading up to it. Make sure you have all the
materials required for yamadori collecting. This is for club members.

Drive from club meeting location is approx 2 hours:

Kurrajang

=i 2 hir 21 min

129 m

(= 2 hr 11 min
134 km

Kanangra
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Repotting Time - Lee

Repotting is not just the time to remove excess roots and refresh the soil. That’s a huge part of it but repotting
also gives the bonsai artist an opportunity to dig around the nebari and see if the tree has developed more
interesting roots that can be revealed by lowering the soil level. | have found that the jet spray on a trigger
nozzle can effectively remove the top of the soil to better reveal the roots without damaging them by scraping
away. Moist soil or moss on surface roots can hasten the thickening of them. If nothing interesting has
developed, cover them again and hope for a better outcome next repot.

Has the back of the tree become the front? Can you change the orientation to better show off growth and
development improvements in the tree? Can the angle of potting be altered to improve the shape of the tree
or bring an entire new look to the bonsai? Is there a better position for it in the pot? A bonsai is never static
and close observation of the changes at repotting time is essential to get the best from your tree.

Do you have a different pot that will bring out the character of the tree better than the one it has been in? Itis
fun to change pots each repot. Gives a tree a fresh look and brings more interest. Some trees stay in the same
pot for years because it suits them but others can benefit from a pot that is different in colour, shape or texture.
Is it time to put the tree in a smaller or larger size pot? Is the shape of your pot right for the tree? If the shape
of your bonsai was even last year and it is in a round pot, if one side has extended then possibly an oval pot is
better for it.

And while on the subject of repotting.... When you get a new tree, never start to style it without removing the
soil surface to find out where the nebari starts, how the trunk looks that has been revealed by removing soil and
assessing any faults or benefits. Then you can better determine the angle of potting and the styling of the tree.

Repotting is a fun time while you work to show your tree to the best advantage. All of these are important

issues when repotting, not just removing excess roots. The more attention that is paid to them the better the
tree.

Scott Martin Meeting in October

The club will again host Scott Martin, however it will be a little bit different. This year, up to eight participants
will be able to join a 4 hour workshop with Scott. You should bring along a decent tree (limited to one per
person) and he will work with you during the workshop on it.

We've also decided to allow for members to watch and observe the sessions, details to be confirmed.

Date: 18™ October & 19" October

Time: 9AM-1PM
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BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER

Japanese Maple

2015 2023

FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone
interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like!

Sydney City Bonsai Club

Buy & Swap table

The Buy & Swap table is always a staple of the club. If you want to move anything on, please bring along and sell
to members. A customary 10% donation to the club is expected.

ARTICLE OF INTEREST

Bonsai Releaf - I've never highlighted this YouTube channel, but they are the PERFECT combination of bonsai
practice, patience and videography. Truly awesome channel that usually only posts 1x a year!
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BONSAI SOCIETY OF SYDNEY - 2025 Exhibition

BONSAT and
IKEBANA
EXHIBITION

The Bonsai Society of Sydney is proud to present the
2025 Annual Exhibition

Saturday, August 16,
9 am-3.30 pm

Forest Community Arts Centre,
6 Darley Street, Forestville, NSW 2087

FREE ADMISSION for everyone!
A donation of a gold coin would be very welcome
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Sydney City Bonsai Club

THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John

While trees are dormant or at least slowly growing during Winter, there are still a lot of tasks to keep you busy.
Particularly getting ready for repotting and treating trees, benches and equipment for fungi spores and pest
eggs. While most people accept the guidelines of repotting older trees every 3 to 5 years, it was interesting to
hear Ray Nesci at Bonsai on the Harbour in early June say that he repots all his trees every year, even the ones
that are over 50 years old.

1.
2.

b

L o NO

10.
11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Take the time to collect sufficient materials now for re-potting.

Conifers, deciduous and flowering trees can be re-potted now. Ideally most of your deciduous trees should be
re-potted just prior to bud swell which will normally occur around late July early August in Sydney, but if you have
a lot of trees to be re-potted you may want to start re-potting some in early July. Species that could be considered
for early re-potting include; Mulberry, Chinese Elm, Japanese Flowering Cherry, Japanese Flowering Apricot,
Japanese Flowering Quince, Chinese Quince, Pomegranate and Pears. Just remember that if you repot a flowering
species before the buds burst you will probably not get as good a crop of flowers.

Heavy prune and trunk chop deciduous and evergreen trees can be done while dormant (except Japanese Maples
and Pines). Energy stored in the roots will help accelerate the new growth in Spring.

All species of trees can be wired at this time. The advantage is that it can be left on a bit longer while the tree is
dormant.

Any deciduous trees that you have in the ground can be either dug up, root pruned and return to the ground for
further growth, or, if they have developed sufficiently, they can be potted. (leave evergreens until early Spring)
Pines and evergreens can be grafted now.

Melaleuca cuttings can be taken now. Use half-ripe lateral shoots.

Repot and root prune cedars.

Spray trees that are prone to mildew (eg maples, crepe myrtles, oaks, roses and olives) with lime-sulphur solution
two or three times during Winter. However it doesn’t hurt to spray all deciduous trees. Cover the soil of the pot
with hand towel or newspaper to prevent the lime-sulphur from soaking into the soil and damaging roots. Spray
on a clear day with no wind and make sure you spray all parts of trunk, branches and top and bottom of leaves.
Wear gloves and mask and avoid overspray which can stain or bleach.

It’s also a good time to clean and paint jins and sharis with lime sulphur.

During repotting keep an eye out for Curl Grubs. These destructive pests have a white body and orange brown
head and strong mouth parts and usually rest in a "U" shape. They eat the tree’s fibrous root and if not detected
and removed can kill a tree. The best prevention is early detection. If you do find them, remove every single one of
them large or small. They can get wedged tightly right up into root systems so you may have to shake all the soil
out to get them all.

If you suspect that some may be in your tree but it is not the right time for repotting, try immersing them in a
weak solution of Condi’s Crystals for a day or two. Some will crawl out of the pot and others will just drown in the
root system.

Keep trees in the Sun during Winter if possible. Particularly trees that you may have had in the shade during
summer such as Maples. This will also help to avoid root rot.

Give benches a good scrub to remove the buildup of gunk. Use a very dilute solution of bleach to help kill
unwanted larvae and spores.

After repotting, a dose of Seasol will help the root system get back into full swing. Avoid feeding your bonsai
Nitrogen based fertiliser, particularly after repotting and for deciduous trees. Look for the nutrient analysis to
confirm the NPK ratio to determine if you are using a fertiliser or a soil conditioner. Seasol® and GOGO® Juice and
other soil conditioners are fine to give to trees during winter and because they are not fertilisers, it is also safe to
apply these products after repotting.

Sources:

PWNR

AusBonsai Wiki

“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff
Dennis McDermott

Alex Bennett
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WEATHER TRENDS - David

It has definitely been colder than usual in the past 4 weeks. The difference is even more apparent when you
look at the last 10 year average that reflects the increase in average temperatures.

The maximum temperature is pretty much what we can expect this time of the year.

The real message is to put on a jumper and have a good look at your trees. That way you will also be able to see
which trees have tried to escape in this windy weather.

Recent Weather

Sydney (Observatory Hill) Average Daily Minimum Temperatures Sydney (Observatory Hill) Average Daily Maximum Temperatures
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SCBC 2025 PROGRAM

i Sydney City Bonsai Club

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further
refinement & information will be in the newsletter prior to the meeting!

Month Theme Display Trees Meeting Basic Training
February Natives Australian Natives  Styling Exotics vs Natives What is a Bonsai?
- Workshop Styles, keeping my tree
alive.
March Competition Beauty in - Presentation: Preparing a Watering, dealing with
Trees Imperfections tree for display. hot days
- Workshop
April Group Group Plantings or - Workshop Styling, Wiring and
Plantings multi-trunk Propagation
May Horticulture Autumn colour, or - Workshop Development vs.
Fruit-bearing refinement. Fertilisers
June Preparing for Literati, slanting or - Workshop or multi-trunk Repotting & Pots
Winter windswept maple session - Ol
July AGM Conifers - Evan Marsh Presentation Repotting exercise
-Workshop
August Little Trees Shohin/Mame Presentation: Clinton Nesci Shaping, collecting
(Yamadori month!) trees from the wild,
air-layering
September Sale Night Flowering / - Presentation — Lee Pad development,
Budding - Workshop pinching/pruning,
tools
October Design Cascade, - Scott Martin month Figs, Natives &
refinement semi-cascade & - Workshop Defoliation
RoR
November Figs Ficus & Figs - Gary U presentation Summer Prep &
Figs - Workshop Displays
December Xmas Party Holiday Spirit Xmas Party N/A
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BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS

Date Club Links
Bonsai Society of Visit their website — www.bonsai.asn.au
Australia

Illawarra Bonsai Society

Visit their website — www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org

Bonsai Society of South
Australia website

Website is worth a visit — www.bonsaisa.org.au

Yarra Valley Bonsai

Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

Victorian Native Bonsai
Club

Visit their website — www.vicnativebonsai.com.au -
well worth a look.

18" October
41 Bonsai Exhibition

School of Bonsai

Visit their website
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au

Canberra Bonsai Society

Put out a good newsletter - visit their website —
www.cbs.org.au

Central Coast Bonsai
Club

For more details go to
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au

17" Aug - Exhibition

Bonsai Society of

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au

Sydney

Newcastle Bonsai Check out

Society http://newcastlebonsai.org.au
37" AABC National Event Details

Convention

Goulburn Bonsai Club

Goulburn Bonsai Society Exhibition 2024 - AusBonsai

Bonsai by the Harbour

26" July

Earth and Fire Bonsai
Potters Sale
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Club discount — Bonsai-En

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En
online store.

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many
types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s
login details.

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will
provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store.

Bonsai-En Login

www.Bonsai-En.shop

Boxsar-in]

EXNPERIENCE QUALITY

Club discount — Bonsai Matsu

The club has been given a list of items that Scott Martin sells through his store. We are offered club discounts,
which can be seen on a flier during club meetings. Reach out to John for more details.

BONSAIE
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“& Sydney City Bonsai Club

Appointment of Proxy

L.
{full name)

being a financial member of the Sydney City Bonsai Chub Inc. hereby appoint

{full name of proxy)

who 1s also a4 member of the association, as my proxy (o vole on my behall at the
Annual General Meeting / Special General Meeting of the association to be held on:

Date: / /

and at any adjournment of that meeting.

Signature: _

Date: / /

Note: This form must be received by the Secretary of the association before the start
of the meeting.

Appendix 2 RI2-2025-06
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