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NEXT CLUB MEETING 

10th June 2025 
Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre,  

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

Basics Classes @ 6.00pm 

General Meeting @ 7.00pm 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 
0432 461 025 

 
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
127 High St.,  
North Sydney 2060. 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
President John 

Vice President Oli 
Secretary David 
Treasurer Bryan 
Newsletter Editor Oli 
Committee Frank, Ty, above 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Full membership $40 

Concession  $25 

Family   $55 

Pensioner  $25 

 

Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John or 

Bryan). 
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EDITORIAL MATTERS 
 

We’re jam packaged this month! Keep the articles 

coming… 

 

We always welcome any contributions from members, 

so if you have a project underway, have a query, want 

to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale 

to share, please get in contact via 

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the 

Committee members.   

 

 

 

  

mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au/
mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au


 

 
Sydney City Bonsai Club Newsletter November 2024 Page 2 

SCBC Venue 

We’re in Sydney’s premium location these days. Kitchen facilities, air-con, lots of space, off street parking. Come 

to our meetings anytime! 

Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre 

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

 

 

SCBC is on YouTube  

Toby is back and has our latest meeting recorded. The only way to hear the story about all the imperfect bonsai 

that were displayed during the March meeting. 

Please check it out if you couldn’t attend: 

Sydney City Bonsai Club May Meeting 2025  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylzrBgzESTU
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May Meeting Recap  
 

Our meeting kicked off with the Basics Training with over 10 members joining. Feedback has been very positive 

and we appreciate all of those that attend and share with friends.  

John then initiated the main meeting by giving a recap on the RAS Bonsai Show and a number of winners in the 

Sydney City Bonsai Club. Our club donates the Sue Brennan Award which again went to Gary Uebergang.  

John and Oli then gave a few updates on upcoming meetings and events. Including; the AABC, the clump trident 

maple session that will be run in June and Scott Martin’s Sessions in October. 

 

We will be doing the trip to Mt Wilson on the 3rd of August for some Yamadori and a picnic. Details will be in the 

July Newsletter and will be discussed in the meeting. 

 

David introduced the “Work in Progress” table. This will be a table to the side where people can see trees that are 

say “half-way” to being display bonsais. This allows you to see the uglier phase of ramifying and developing a tree.  

 

Following this, Bryan gave a critique of the displayed trees. The display that included the leaves on top of the moss 

was a very authentic touch and very underutilised (in the editor’s opinion!) 

 

We then held a workshop and members spent some time on their trees. See you in June! 

 

Note: when we say it’s workshop time, this means BRING YOUR OWN TREE TO WORK ON. This is how you can 

get the most out of the club, leave it at work on your desk during the day if you have to! 
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Display trees – May – Autumn Features 
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June MEETING AGENDA – Literati, elegant and slanted  

Display Trees 
Display your long, elegant, literati and slanted trees.  

Additionally, we would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be put on the display table. If you arrive late, 

please respect the space, and try and not block other’s trees.  

Refer to the yearly program for future display drees.  

 

Meeting Agenda – Workshop month! (and housekeeping) 

1. Prepping for Winter 

Oli will give a quick chat on preparing for Winter. 

2. Oli’s clump trident maples.  

Oli will then run a group project for 15 people, please refer to later in the newsletter and READ THE FINE PRINT!!! 

3. Lucky door prize & bonsai critique (Chris) 

Sign the attendance and win a book! Chris will do a critique of displayed trees 

4. WORKSHOP 

For those not doing the maple session, bring a tree to work on or just have a chat with others. Get wire on 

those trees.  

  
PLEASE RESPECT THOSE ATTENDING THE BASICS LESSON BEFOREHAND 

 
June BASICS LESSON 05 – Pots, repotting and repotting demo 

Topics for the first Basics Lesson are: 

• Pot types 

• Pot rules 

• Repotting demonstration 
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AABC 2025 Convention – John Brown 

As those who follow the SCBC FB page would know, I recently attended the Convention in Canberra and was 

very impressed. My congratulations to the AABC and the CBS for hosting such a successful event.  

It’s hard to summarise without running out of superlatives but some of the highlights to me were: 

• The magnificent exhibition of over 100 top quality display trees 

• The excellent demonstrations. There were three on day one and two on day two, each with two World  

class bonsai artists working on one tree at a time. The process was admirable and the results stunning. All 

trees were actioned at the end of the day and went for what I consider to be very reasonable prices. 

• The two international speaker/demonstrators from America, Michael Hagedorn and Jennifer Price, were 

both excellent and very generous and competent in sharing their knowledge and skills. 

• The Australian demonstrators: Jarryd Bailley, Marcela Ferreira and Sam Thompson all did Australian 

Bonsai proud. Hugh Grant also contributed as an MC for one of the sessions. 

• The management of all the conference sessions was excellent. There was a different MC for each session, 

each one a renowned Bonsai Expert in their own right, who encouraged questions from the audience and 

very effectively coordinated discussion with the demonstrators on stage. 

• The audiovisual system was also impressive with three cameras recording and projecting onto two large 

screens so that everyone had a birds-eye-view of what was happening. I'm hoping that the recordings 

become generally available. 

• The catering and service by the Rex hotel was 5 star.  

• The dinner on the Saturday night was top rate. Food, service, entertainment and raffles, all exceptional. 

• A very impressive number of vendors with quality products for sale. My wife generously bought me the 

Megumi Bennett book on Figs. 

 

Some of my take-aways were: 

• Seeing 10 high quality trees being styled by World class experts in front of your eyes. 

• The discussion of future directions of Bonsai and in particular the role of Bonsai Clubs in the future. There 

were over 40 clubs from Australia and New Zealand represented ranging in size from 5 members to 250 

plus members. I found the commonality of issues with our own club very interesting, and I'm pleased to 

say that we seem to be coping with them at least as well as most clubs. 

• The ability to rub shoulders and talk to the top echelon of Bonsai people in the country. Everyone who is 

anyone in Australian Bonsai was there. 

 

This report might sound like a promotion for the Conference, but I was truly impressed and enjoyed the 

experience immensely. While I don't think I'll be able to go to every future conference I will certainly try to and 

recommend it to anyone who is "into'' bonsai. 

If you want to see some of my photos, have a look on the SCBC Teamroom FB page. I've also posted other 

people’s photos including a 30-minute video by David Nassar. 

 

For me the quote from the conference was from Jarryd Bailey who said: "There are only two reasons why trees 

die. You either did something that you shouldn't have done or you didn't do something that you should have 

done". 

 

John 

President 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mm0pVRqZ64Q
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Tree critique – Jennifer Price – AABC 2025 

This Japanese Black Pine was chosen as a beautiful composition and bonsai by Jennifer. Critique comments were 

made recognizing the work and beauty and were not meant as a criticism but rather an experienced view on 

future options. 

• Open space draws you in. 

• Secondary trunk adds depth.  

• Nice line created by main trunk mirrored by secondary trunk, main roots. 

• Soe plantstand [not pictured but irregular and around 20cm] a tad small in relation to tree. Would 

consider increasing radius by approximately 1.5cm 

 

Bystander comments  

• Oval area created by roots/trunk hollow adds 

interest and mirrors movement 

• Pot supports movement of the tree and its rough, 

natural look compliments tree (note how the mor 

silver/green patches toward the top of the pot 

mirror the trunk highlights and foliage and the 

redder/brown base ties into the stand) 

• Nice balance between compression and extension. 

• The top looks healthy but with time could be 

opened/broken up a bit more.  

• Main and secondary trunks could be a bit less 

similar in thickness/diameter 

 

I note also the distribution of the trees around the 

exhibition were thoughtfully distributed with this 

‘entrance tree’ welcoming you in with its line and 

movement.  

 

*Recognition should go out to the individual who styled 

this and all the exceptional trees on display.   
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Clump Trident Maple Session - Oli 

This meeting I will be running a clump trident maple session for those that put their hand up last month. There 

are enough resources for 15 people to get started on their clump tree.  

Inspiration is taken from Eisei-en Bonsai, who has a full YouTube session on how to do this.  

 

Cost: $20/pp  

Includes: ~10x trees, plastic colander, soil, wire, plastic tube 

YOU MUST BRING YOUR OWN TOOLS (ROOT SCISSORS, WIRE CUTTERS, PLIERS, WATER SPRAY) 

This is a great deal and has taken me a fair amount of organising everything, so I hope everyone enjoys and can 

make their trees prosper! 

 

Tridents are used instead of Jap maples, as they are bit more tolerant to Sydney’s climate and they fuse and 

grow a lot faster than Jap maples. 

I’ll also show how the trees from last season have progressed, so you can see what it will look like in a year’s time. 

 

 
Scott Martin Meeting in October 

The club will again host Scott Martin, however it will be a little bit different. This year, up to eight participants 

will be able to join a 4 hour workshop with Scott. You should bring along a decent tree (limited to one per 

person) and he will work with you during the workshop on it.  

If you are interested and haven’t put your name forward, the committee are potentially going to book in a 

SECOND session on Sunday. We will discuss in the meeting about this. 

We’ve also decided to allow for members to watch and observe the sessions, details to be confirmed.  

Date: 18th October & 19th October 

Time: 9AM-1PM   
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BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER 
 

Pinus sylvestris 

 

     
 

 

         2013       2025 

 

Please be aware, we are intending on a “work in progress” area in our meeting. This will be to the side of 

displays and will have the name of the owner. The idea is to encourage members to see the progression a 

bonsai tree takes between stock and refinement. Feel free to chat with the owner during the meeting.  

FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE 
 

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone 

interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.  

 

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like! 

 

     Sydney City Bonsai Club 

Buy & Swap table 

The Buy & Swap table is always a staple of the club. If you want to move anything on, please bring along and sell 

to members. A customary 10% donation to the club is expected. 

 
ARTICLE OF INTEREST 
 
Bonsai Side Quest Podcast – Have a listen in on Jarryd Bailey and Hugh Grant’s recap on the AABC. Both presented 
at the convention and had some niche takeaways. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555990136853
https://bonsaisidequest.podbean.com/
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BONSAI SOCIETY OF SYDNEY – 2025 Exhibition 
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John 
 

1. Winter is a good time for working on the structure of your trees. In particularly deciduous trees, while the 

structure is not obscured by leaves.  

2. Heavy pruning of all trees.  

3. Wiring and needle plucking of pines.  

4. Cut back on the watering of all your trees to ensure they do not stay wet and develop root rot. Make sure 

that the soil is fairly dry before rewatering but then make sure that the water penetrates and doesn't just run 

off the surface. It’s better to water in the morning so that the excess water has a chance to drain. 

5. For trees that are prone to mildew (eg maples, crepe myrtles, oaks, roses and olives) it's a good idea to spray 

with lime-sulphur solution two- or three-times during Winter to kill the mildew spores and ensure healthy 

green growth in Spring. 

6. Although repotting deciduous trees is best done in late winter (August) as buds begin to swell. If you have a 

lot of deciduous trees, you can start repotting and root pruning the trees as early as June. 

7. You can wire all species at this time so that the wire can be left on as long as possible. Let the tree dry out a 

little because moisture swells the cells and makes the branches more brittle and therefore more prone to 

breaking. This is why leaf vegetables such as silver beet, go limp when allowed to dry out. While the trees are 

not actively growing the wire will not cut in and scar the tree as much. 

8. Deciduous trees will benefit from being in the sun during Winter as this helps with bud development and 

healthier Spring growth. 

9. If trees have developed a full coating of moss on the soil then remove some to improve air circulation and 

drainage through the soil. Put the excess moss in a shallow tray of soil and keep moist for use in repotting in 

Spring.  

Sources:  

AusBonsai Wiki 

“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff 
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WEATHER TRENDS - David 
 
As we enter Winter our trees growth will slow down.  This is as much a consequence of reduced hours of sunlight 

as declining temperatures.  Watering should be reduced as our trees will require less water and our pots will not 

dry out as fast. Be on the watch for any unseasonal warm and dry periods as trees can and do dry out even in 

winter. As always there are a myriad of opinions on when repotting should occur over the next 3 months.  I am 

limiting myself to azaleas in these coldest months but will be starting again in August. 

Upcoming weather 

        

 

Average Weather 
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SCBC 2025 PROGRAM  

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further 

refinement & information will be in the newsletter prior to the meeting! 

 

Month Theme Display Trees Meeting Basic Training 
February Natives Australian Natives Styling Exotics vs Natives 

- Workshop 
What is a Bonsai? 
Styles, keeping my tree 
alive. 

March Competition 
Trees 

Beauty in 

Imperfections 

- Presentation: Preparing a 
tree for display. 
- Workshop 

Watering, dealing with 
hot days 

April Group 
Plantings 

Group Plantings or 

multi-trunk 

- Workshop Styling, Wiring and 
Propagation 

May Horticulture Autumn colour, or 

Fruit-bearing 

- Workshop Development vs. 
refinement. Fertilisers 

June Preparing for 
Winter 

Literati, slanting or 

windswept 

- Workshop or multi-trunk 
maple session - Oli 

Repotting & Pots 

July AGM Conifers - TBC: Evan Marsh 
Presentation 
-Workshop 

Repotting exercise 

August Little Trees Shohin/Mame Presentation: Clinton Nesci 
(Yamadori month!) 
 

Shaping, collecting 
trees from the wild, 
air-layering 

September Sale Night Flowering / 

Budding 

- Presentation – Lee - Pots 
- Workshop 

Pad development, 
pinching/pruning, 
tools 

October Design 
refinement 

Cascade, semi-

cascade & RoR 

- TBC Presentation: Air-layer  
- Workshop 

Figs, Natives & 
Defoliation 

November Figs Ficus & 
Figs 

Figs - TBC Presentation: 
Defoliation 
- Workshop 

Summer Prep & 
Displays 

December Xmas Party Holiday Spirit Xmas Party N/A 
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BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS 
 
 

Date Club Links 

 Bonsai Society of 
Australia 

Visit their website – www.bonsai.asn.au  

 Illawarra Bonsai Society Visit their website –  www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org   

 Bonsai Society of South 
Australia website 

Website is worth a visit – www.bonsaisa.org.au 

 Yarra Valley Bonsai  Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au  

 Victorian Native Bonsai 
Club  

Visit their website – www.vicnativebonsai.com.au - 
well worth a look. 

18th October 
41st Bonsai 
Exhibition 

School of Bonsai Visit their website 
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au 

   

 Canberra Bonsai Society Put out a good newsletter - visit their website –  
www.cbs.org.au 

 Central Coast Bonsai 
Club 

For more details go to  
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au 

17th Aug - Exhibition Bonsai Society of 
Sydney 

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au  

 Newcastle Bonsai 
Society 

Check out 
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/ 

 37th AABC National 
Convention 

Event Details 

 Goulburn Bonsai Club Goulburn Bonsai Society Exhibition 2024 - AusBonsai 

7-8 June 2025 Bonsai by the Harbour Bonsai by the Harbour | Facebook 

26th July Earth and Fire Bonsai 
Potters Sale 

Event 

  

http://www.bonsai.asn.au/
http://www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org/
http://www.bonsaisa.org.au/
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au/
http://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/
http://www.schoolofbonsai.com.au/
http://www.cbs.org.au/
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au/
http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au/
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/
https://bonsaiclubsaustralia.org.au/events/
https://www.ausbonsai.com.au/forum/viewtopic.php?t=31470
https://www.facebook.com/events/1285405012734672
https://www.facebook.com/events/1339114664051863
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Club discount – Bonsai-En 

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En online 

store. 

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many 

types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s login 

details.  

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will 

provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store. 

Bonsai-En Login 

 

Club discount – Bonsai Matsu 
 
The club has been given a list of items that Scott Martin sells through his store. We are offered club discounts, 
which can be seen on a flier during club meetings. Reach out to John for more details. 
 

 
 

https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login

