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NEXT CLUB MEETING 

13th May 2025 
Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre,  

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

Basics Classes @ 6.00pm 

General Meeting @ 7.00pm 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 
0432 461 025 

 
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
PO Box 486 
Summerhill NSW 2130 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
President John 

Vice President Oli 
Secretary David 
Treasurer Bryan 
Newsletter Editor Oli 
Committee Frank, Ty, above 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Full membership $40 

Concession  $25 

Family   $55 

Pensioner  $25 

Note – 2024/25 fees are due.  
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John or 

Bryan). 
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EDITORIAL MATTERS 
 

We’re jam packaged this month! Keep the articles 

coming… 

 

We always welcome any contributions from members, 

so if you have a project underway, have a query, want 

to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale 

to share, please get in contact via 

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the 

Committee members.   

 

 

 

mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au/
mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
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SCBC Venue 

We’re in Sydney’s premium location these days. Kitchen facilities, air-con, lots of space, off street parking. Come 

to our meetings anytime! 

Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre 

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

 

 

SCBC is on YouTube  

Toby is back and has our latest meeting recorded. The only way to hear the story about all the imperfect bonsai 

that were displayed during the March meeting. 

Please check it out if you couldn’t attend: 

Sydney City Bonsai Club April Meeting 2024  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCUQAkHlpqM&t=1230s
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April Meeting Recap  
 

This will be about the shortest recap of the year. The meeting kicked off with the FAMOUS bonsai basics class, 

which had a mammoth 11 members watching. These are about the best resource for learning local bonsai tips for 

beginners (share the word!). 

After this, the main meeting started – where John and Chris had a quick discussion about the upcoming RAS show. 

Thank you to the volunteers that helped out and those that displayed trees! After that, John gave a quick rundown 

of the upcoming events – then Oli gave a quick rundown of the Scott Martin meeting in October. 

 

We then held a bigger workshop and members spent a bit of time voting on the turnaround competition (refer to 

April’s Newsletter for info). Congrats to Ty who came away victorious!  

 

When we say it’s workshop time, this means BRING YOUR OWN TREE TO WORK ON. This is how you can get the 

most out of the club, leave it at work on your desk during the day if you have to! 
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Display trees – April – Multi-trunk & forest plantings 
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May MEETING AGENDA – Autumn colours, features & fruiting  

Display Trees 
It’s Autumn time, so if you can, show off your autumn colours, 

features or even fruit!  

Additionally, we would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be 

put on the display table. If you arrive late, please respect the 

space, and try and not block other’s trees.  

Refer to the yearly program for future display drees.  

 

Meeting Agenda – Workshop month! (and housekeeping) 

1. Quick Chat about plans for second half of 2025 

Refer to the next page for more details. 

2. Oli’s clump trident maples.  

Oli is looking to run a group project in the June meeting, anyone interesting can make clump trident maples. There 

may be a fee to cover the stock & materials. Numbers to be confirmed before end of June. 

3. Lucky door prize 

Sign the attendance and win a book! 

4. WORKSHOP 

Bring your own tree(s) to work on. This is an AWESOME time of year to bud select your pines and wire other 

conifers.  

 
  
 
May BASICS LESSON 04 – Development, refinement, fertlisers and repotting 

Topics for the first Basics Lesson are: 

• Developing & Refining Trees  

• Fertilisers 

• Repotting demonstration 
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Upcoming Presenters & Projects 

As your committee, we figured it’d be best to explain the plan for the rest of the year. 2025 has had a lot of 

workshops, which was intentional – as the club had somewhat drifted from the actual ‘doing part’ of creating 

bonsais. We intend to keep this as a staple of meetings to promote thoughtful conversations and allow an 

avenue for members to get advice.  

However, we also want to express that we will have months where we have presenters come and talk to 

everyone. For the rest of the year, we should have 3 presenters – one who hasn’t been to the club before. These 

dates to be locked in and will be updated in the Calendar at the back of the newsletter.  

Atop this, we have the Scott Martin session booked for October, which is discussed a little more later in the 

newsletter.  

Anyway, stay tuned and we look forward to continuing providing the most for our members. 

 

Most Improved tree competition – Winner! 

12 months ago we had a “most improved” tree over 12 months. Whilst this is a short time-frame for bonsai, we 

thought we’d see what our members could do. The winner was voted to be Ty, with his crabapple that had 

actually flowered for the competition. The editor apologies for not showing it in full bloom, but you can see it in 

the YouTube video of our last meeting.  

 Well deserved and special note to the runner up Chris who had moved his ficus along the path to being a show 

worthy bonsai.  

We hope to follow along in the life of these trees. 

Before  After 
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The 2025 RAS Bonsai Competition and Display 
 

The 2025 RAS Bonsai Competition and Display. 

Once more as Easter comes and goes SCBC can be proud of our 

contribution to this year’s competition. Not only did our club 

represent about 20% of the trees submitted but can be proud 

of the results of three of our members’ trees. Lee, Bryan and 

Chris all winning prizes. The Sue Brennan prize for Grand 

Champion, which we sponsor, was won by Garry Uebergang for 

the second year in a row. Congratulations Garry. We’re hoping 

to get Garry along to another of our meetings later in the year.  

SCBC’s involvement with the RAS Easter Show, led by Chris, has 

been going longer than the 15 years that I’ve been a member. 

Thank you to the following members who volunteered to help 

with the handling of questions and minding of trees during the 

two days of the Bonsai Competition: Chris, Ahmed, David, 

James, John, Maryanne, Bryan & Neville. The trees we have on 

the “wheelbarrow” always create interest and provide prompts 

for answering the myriad of questions from the public. We also 

managed to give away quite a number of seedlings to 

interested members of the public and answer numerous 

questions ranging from, “Do bonsai growers name their trees?” to “Are Bonsai’s genetically modified to stay 

small?” and many others. 

Although the number of trees were a bit down on previous years, the quality of the trees submitted was as good 

as ever. I’m sure that those people who saw the entries would agree that the inspiration and ideas gained is 

always worth the visit. 

Chris and I also gave three presentations on “An introduction to Bonsai” to packed audiences during the two 

days. All in all, a very successful bonsai show this year. 
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Yamadori vandalism & lessons learnt from within 

David linked the editor a rather important article this month. Written in a blog post on Bonsai Empire (see here: 

Bonsai Empire), the article discusses the question every artist should ask themselves before collecting yamadori 

(tree from the mountains).  

Put aside the scenario where underdaking yamadori is the only chance for a tree’s survival, i.e. a developer is 

clearing the land. In Australia, collecting plants from public land is very restricted, so there’s typically a few ways 

someone may undertake yamadori: 

1. Collecting a classified weed (african olive, privets) 

2. Collecting non-natives from a planned dig (like we’ve done with Canerra Bonsai Society) 

3. Collecting from a private property 

The article by Bonsai Empire was triggered after tried to collect a pine and gave it no chance for survival. So, we 

must ask ourselves a couple of questions when collecting Yamadori: 

• Do I know and understand the species I’m collecting and its needs? 

This includes things like; the amount of root ball to collect, hydration needs, foliage reduction, post-collection 

treatment. Can it even survive? 

• Does the plant form part of an important ecosystem?  

It might be on private land, but it may also be important for local fauna or have a symbiotic relationship with other 

plants.  

• Is the plant truly worth removing from the ecosystem? 

It’s best to collect one tree or nothing, rather than collect everything. It’s an irreversible choice when you take a 

plant from the wild and it should possess VERY clear characteristics of a future bonsai. 

So, let’s reflect within.  I’ve written a couple of times about Yamadori 

collection over the past couple of years as I’ve ventured down to 

Canberra Bonsai Society’s annual collection. On the first trip (my first 

Yamadori adventure), I brought every tool under the sun and gave 

the plants royalty-like treatment through and after the process. The 

one I was most excited for was a thick pyracantha, which I planned to 

eventually develop into a stumpy shohin. I probably looked across 

100 pyracanthas that day, this one had WONDERFUL nebari 

developing and wasn’t a pencil. See on the right. For scale, it’s a bit 

thicker than coke can. 

So, let’s go back to the core questions above. It’s a weedy-like plant, 

doesn’t form an important part of an eco-system, and I thought there 

was decent value for use as a bonsai.  

However, I didn’t understand the plant and my techniques weren’t 

up-to-par. 

The tree had a good root system developing, but had started going 

backwards this season. Often touted as indestructible, they are actually quite susceptible to heart rot, which is a 

fungal disease that decays the centre of the trunk. Additionally, a fungal disease in a root killed half the trunk. The 

https://www.bonsaiempire.com/blog/yamadori-bonsai
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solution - I should’ve had the wounds below the soil sealed, which may have protected it. Eventually, so much of 

the tree had died, there wasn’t much future. So, it was destined for the green bin.  

So, whilst this plant isn’t an ancient pine, make sure you understand every component to increase the chance of 

its survival. Question whether it is truly necessary for this tree to be removed and whether you have the skills to 

enable it to thrive.   

        

 
Scott Martin Meeting in October 

The club will again host Scott Martin, however it will be a little bit different. This year, up to eight participants 

will be able to join a 4 hour workshop with Scott. You should bring along a decent tree (limited to one per 

person) and he will work with you during the workshop on it.  

If you are interested and haven’t put your name forward, the committee are potentially going to book in a 

SECOND session on Sunday. We will discuss in the meeting about this. 

We’ve also decided to allow for members to watch and observe the sessions, details to be confirmed.  

Date: 18th October & MAYBE 19th October 

Time: 9AM-1PM   
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Swamp vs Montezuma Cypress & styling – by Oli 

Taxodium distichum, also known as the 

swamp cypress, is a conifer originating in 

Florida USA. It has a narrow, pointed 

alternating leaf pattern. The tree typically 

grows in the Florida swamps, and with the 

seasons, spends a considerably amount of 

time with its roots fully submerged. This is 

the typical bald cypress you might acquire 

from Bonsai World.  

Taxodium mucronatum or the Montezuma 

Cypress, has an opposite leaf pattern with 

rounded leaves. The tree also grows along 

riversides and found in marshes. The 

plants can even grow in altitudes of 8,000 

ft. 

Whilst both are touted as ‘deciduous’ – they actually are ‘annually cladoptosic’ – or the shedding of branches. 

Botanists often call it ‘self-cleaning’ or ‘natural pruning.’ This is also what larches do. Whereas a deciduous tree 

will shed its leaves. Some evidence points to cladoptosis may occur due to a need to remove less vigorous 

foliage or foliage which is disadvantaged in its resource ability. In some other cases, it is also a reproductive 

benefit to promote a more advantageous growth habit. This process coincides annually in the Autumn, which is 

why it’s easily described as being ‘deciduous.’ 

Of the bonsai trees I’ve seen in Australia, they are typically grown very thick and are styled as either formal or 

informal uprights. This is an easy and obvious style, due to its tendency to grow straight, THICK and have a lot of 

buds sprouting from older wood when trunk chopped. Additionally, to emulate their environment, they are 

easily grown as stock (in the back of your yard) in tubs of water.  

However, leaning on inspiration from Ryan Neil and nature, let’s consider how else they could be styled: 

 

https://youtu.be/Kziy_flRYq4?si=hOSujREvRCtk_DQ2&t=2268
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As you can see above, this is a forest planting, with each tree informally upright, and apically dominant. Far from 

what you might see in your local Australian collections. This isn’t just an artist expressing their own vision, or 

creativity – it’s drawn from nature. Take a look at these bald cypresses growing in Florida, with powerful trunks, 

very few lower branches and the tree’s apex drawing all the energy. 

 

This is actually a simple process to train, as they are naturally apically dominant, most artists just choose the 

chop the trunk and apply a more traditional pine-like styling. Here’s another example and perhaps you might 

consider it in your next swampy. 

 

Artist unknown  
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BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER 
 

Pinus sylvestris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         2019       2025 

 

A PUBLIC NOTIFICATION - REPOTTING 

You have been warned! Autumn is deep and Winter is almost upon us. This also means that repotting is just 

around the corner. We urge you to work out the following before you miss the repotting window. 

1. Flag all trees that need repotting 
2. Flag all trees you want to up-pot to develop 
3. Have the pots or containers for (1) and (2) 
4. Get your repotting staples: Seasol, 1.5mm wire (tying in), mesh, sphagnum moss 
5. Get your soils ready! Enfield pet and produce WILL go out of stock of a number of materials. So, beat the 

crowds. Not a bad idea to pre-mix all the materials and keep in a big container ready to go. 
6. Have a chat with others or read up on Ausbonsai for tips on specific species. 

Depending on the number of trees you have, repotting can be a timely and exhausting exercise, so make 

sure you have time ready to do it when it’s best for the trees – not just yourself.  
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FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE 
 

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone 

interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.  

 

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like! 

 

     Sydney City Bonsai Club 

Buy & Swap table 

The Buy & Swap table is always a staple of the club. If you want to move anything on, please bring along and sell 

to members. A customary 10% donation to the club is expected. 

 
ARTICLE OF INTEREST 
 
Nothing this month, too much written to even read elsewhere! 
 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555990136853
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John 
 

As autumn draws to a close the weather gradually becomes cooler. The leaves of the deciduous trees start to 

acquire their autumn tones prior to their leaf fall. The trees have completed a season’s growth and are ready 

for a rest. 

1. Any remaining fruit, berries or seeds can be removed to conserve the tree’s energy. Also remove leaves that 

have fallen onto the soil surface as this will deplete the nitrogen from the soil.  

2. Deciduous trees prone to mildew (e.g. oak and crepe myrtle) can be sprayed with a weak solution of lime-

sulphur once they have lost their leaves. Remove moss from the trunks with an old toothbrush. Leaving moss 

on can rot the bark.  

3. Deciduous trees can be styled more easily once they have lost their leaves. 

4. With all the recent rain, be careful not to overwater. Excess water, especially during the tree’s dormancy over 

Winter, can cause root rot. The continuous wet weather can also lead to pest problems such as scale. Spray 

once a week with oil such as Eco, White or Neem. But not junipers! 

5. Excessive rain can leach goodness from the pots so keep up the feeding regime on all trees that still have 

leaves to ensure the trees get adequate nourishment going into winter. Use half strength liquid organic 

fertilizer rather than slow-release feeds so that the tree takes it up faster. Continue to fertilise until the end 

of May. Use a mixture of seaweed extract such Seasol®. If your tree is lagging in health use Nitrosol®, Amino 

gro®, or other nitrogen balanced fertilisers. Sprinkle a small amount of Dolomite on the soil surface of olives 

and junipers to keep them green. Use high potassium liquid fertiliser such as Manutec®, Bloom Booster or 

Thrive for flowering and fruiting plants to improve flowering in spring. 

6. While the weather is still warm semi-hardwood cuttings of Banksia can still be taken. 

7. Callistemon can still be collected from the wild all through the winter months. They can be bare rooted, if 

necessary, but cut back hard when collecting. 

8. May and June are the best times to do heavy pruning and shaping to most conifers. Old needles can be 

removed from JBP. Wait for the tree to become dormant when the new needles harden. 

9. Repotting can still be done on Australian natives, privets and olives. 

 

Sources:  

AusBonsai Wiki 

“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff 
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WEATHER TRENDS - David 
 
Keep an eye on your watering schedule.  The climate has changed and is changing. Be careful of overwatering. 

Upcoming weather 

        

 

Average Weather 
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SCBC 2025 PROGRAM  

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further 

refinement & information will be in the newsletter prior to the meeting! 

 

Month Theme Display Trees Meeting Basic Training 
February Natives Australian Natives Styling Exotics vs Natives 

- Workshop 
What is a Bonsai? 
Styles, keeping my tree 
alive. 

March Competition 
Trees 

Beauty in 

Imperfections 

- Presentation: Preparing a 
tree for display. 
- Workshop 

Watering, dealing with 
hot days 

April Group 
Plantings 

Group Plantings or 

multi-trunk 

- Workshop Styling, Wiring and 
Propagation 

May Horticulture Autumn colour, or 

Fruit-bearing 

- Workshop Development vs. 
refinement. Fertilisers 

June Preparing for 
Winter 

Literati, slanting or 

windswept 

- Workshop or multi-trunk 
maple session - Oli 

Repotting & Pots 

July AGM Conifers - TBC: Evan Marsh 
Presentation 
-Workshop 

Repotting exercise 

August Little Trees Shohin/Mame TBC Presentation: Winner of 
Sue Brennan Prize 2025 
- Workshop 

Shaping, collecting 
trees from the wild, 
air-layering 

September Sale Night Flowering / 

Budding 

- Presentation – Lee - Pots 
- Workshop 

Pad development, 
pinching/pruning, 
tools 

October Design 
refinement 

Cascade, semi-

cascade & RoR 

- TBC Presentation: Air-layer  
- Workshop 

Figs, Natives & 
Defoliation 

November Figs Ficus & 
Figs 

Figs - TBC Presentation: 
Defoliation 
- Workshop 

Summer Prep & 
Displays 

December Xmas Party Holiday Spirit Xmas Party N/A 

 

  



 

 
Sydney City Bonsai Club Newsletter November 2024 Page 20 

BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS 
 
 

Date Club Links 

 Bonsai Society of 
Australia 

Visit their website – www.bonsai.asn.au  

 Illawarra Bonsai Society Visit their website –  www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org   

 Bonsai Society of South 
Australia website 

Website is worth a visit – www.bonsaisa.org.au 

 Yarra Valley Bonsai  Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au  

 Victorian Native Bonsai 
Club  

Visit their website – www.vicnativebonsai.com.au - 
well worth a look. 

18th October 
41st Bonsai 
Exhibition 

School of Bonsai Visit their website 
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au 

   

 Canberra Bonsai Society Put out a good newsletter - visit their website –  
www.cbs.org.au 

 Central Coast Bonsai 
Club 

For more details go to  
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au 

 Bonsai Society of 
Sydney 

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au  

 Newcastle Bonsai 
Society 

Check out 
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/ 

16-19th  May 2025 37th AABC National 
Convention 

Event Details 

 Goulburn Bonsai Club Goulburn Bonsai Society Exhibition 2024 - AusBonsai 

7-8 June 2025 Bonsai by the Harbour Bonsai by the Harbour | Facebook 

26th July Earth and Fire Bonsai 
Potters Sale 

Event 

  

http://www.bonsai.asn.au/
http://www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org/
http://www.bonsaisa.org.au/
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au/
http://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/
http://www.schoolofbonsai.com.au/
http://www.cbs.org.au/
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au/
http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au/
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/
https://bonsaiclubsaustralia.org.au/events/
https://www.ausbonsai.com.au/forum/viewtopic.php?t=31470
https://www.facebook.com/events/1285405012734672
https://www.facebook.com/events/1339114664051863


 

 
Sydney City Bonsai Club Newsletter November 2024 Page 21 

Club discount – Bonsai-En 

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En online 

store. 

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many 

types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s login 

details.  

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will 

provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store. 

Bonsai-En Login 

 

Club discount – Bonsai Matsu 
 
The club has been given a list of items that Scott Martin sells through his store. We are offered club discounts, 
which can be seen on a flier during club meetings. Reach out to John for more details. 
 

 
 

https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login

