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President John
Vice President Oli
Secretary David
E— Bryan EDITORIAL MATTERS
Newsletter Editor Oli
Committee Frank, Ty, above We’re jam packaged this month! Keep the articles
coming...
MEMBERSHIP We always welcome any contributions from members,
so if you have a project underway, have a query, want
Full membership $40 to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale
Concession $25 to share, please get in contact via
Family $55 info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the
Pensioner $25 Committee members.

Note — 2024/25 fees are due.
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John or
Bryan).
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SCBC Venue

We're in Sydney’s premium location these days. Kitchen facilities, air-con, lots of space, off street parking. Come
to our meetings anytime!

Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193
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SCBC is on YouTube

Don’t get any funny work from home ideas... Attending meetings in person is simply the best!

However, life can get in the way and sometimes you have to miss a meeting. Fortunately, one of our members
Toby often records our meetings and can be watched back at your convenience on YouTube.

The latest episode is from November, see below:

Sydney City Bonsai Club November Meeting 2024
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February Meeting Recap

Kicking off 2025 we had a full house. We had around 10 at the first basics lesson, with a number of new faces
and people trying out the club. In the training, John explained what a bonsai is and some of the common styles
you might see. Some of the terms that are good to remember are things like “nebari” (exposed roots at the
bottom of a tree) or “shohin” (which is certain small bonsai size usually under 25cm high). The notes that have
been developed are some of the best around, so it’s highly encouraged to attain them or even head along.

Following this, we held the main meeting — which held 29 people in total. This is a really great turnout and we
always encourage everyone to participate and bring trees along to the meeting for discussion.

After wrapping up a few housekeeping
items and upcomming events, Bryan
gave an in depth discussion around
watering systems. This turned into a
group discussion about what has been
successful for some (consensus was
drippers are far more accurate than
overhead sprayers) and some of the
shortcomings of other systems. An
interesting point was the redundancy
people build into systems, so that if one
line fails, the other will pick it up. Bryan
wrote a full piece in last years
December Newsletter, which can give
you brands and names of every piece
your heart desires.

Following this, David brought in 3 trees
and talked about different styling options. The premise was to get the audience to engage and make harsh
styling decisions. David didn’t do the cuts live, but has promised us he’ll show the results when he does.

Unfortunately, we were suddenly out of time and didn’t get to do much workshopping — and we wrapped up
with some catching up following the Summer break. We'll do a bigger workshop in March!
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Display trees — February — Australian Natives
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(ignore the non-natives &)
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March MEETING AGENDA - Beauty in Imperfection

Display Trees
Beauty in imperfection. It may not follow the hard and true ‘rules’

to designing a bonsai, but, there’s something about the tree that
you love. Consider bringing a tree along that makes the viewer
think. Does it look like an Ent from Lord of the Rings?

We would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be put on the
display table. If you arrive late, please respect the space, and try
and not block other’s trees.

Refer to the yearly program for future display drees.

Meeting Agenda

1. Competition Prep
Chris and Bryan are going to give a short ~20min presentation on how to prepare a tree to be presented at a show.
This isn’t a final minute exercise, it can often take months of consideration

2. Workshop
Bring a tree or 5 to work on, we will have around an hour and a half to work on trees and make lots of mess.

3. Lucky door prize
Sign the attendance and win a book!

4. Competition
The 12-month turnaround competition will be in the April meeting. So, you have ONE MONTH to get your tree
ready and win a pot donated by Lee.

March BASICS LESSON 02 - Watering and trimming

Bryan has got the reigns this month, and a pretty critical one in Australia. Watering!

Topics for the first Basics Lesson are:
e Watering

e Dealing with hot days

e Deciduous tree trimming

e Ongoing care in Autumn
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BONSAI WORLD VISIT - the great swampie!

Another interesting visit to Bonsai World for club members and friends.

Around 10 joined the club for a Bonsai World visit in March. Again, Ashley and David of Bonsai World treated all
to an outstanding selection of pots, thousands of stock trees and an engaging demonstration of root over rock.

Using Swamp Cypress as stock, as they felt swamp cypress can be worked on most any time of the year, are
resilient and the trunk thickens quickly. Swamp Cypress is a common name for several species of trees including:
Taxodium distichum (Native of Southeastern & Gulf Coastal Plains of the US), Glyptostrobus pensilis (Native of
subtropical southeastern China), Actinostrobus pyramidalis (Native of southwest Western Australia). Swamp
cypress (mucranatum) stay evergreen through winter. In their natural environment some loose leaves,
particularly older ones. Take a look at the drastic work they were doing at this time of year:

Starting by washing the soil from a 10-15mm diameter stock tree, they then stretched the roots over a 25 cm or
so rock. Placing the top to the side of the rocks apex as you want at least part of the rock to show and the roots
not to totally cover the rock. They used wads of old paper/cardboard/plastic to hold the roots against the rock
in crevices. Next, they just wrapped the roots, rock and all with thin plastic packing tape. This was all buried
then in a large 30 cm diameter pot. The larger the pot the faster the roots and tree would grow. They suggested
7 months to a year depending on growth before starting to expose the roots. You might notice some cardboard
on top — this is just to protect the top if any roots get exposed by soil washing away.
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They noted:

It was important to keep an idea of where the rock lay under the soil, in case you want to start styling before
dropping the soil level.

They also noted it is important to consider the temperature of the potting mix and not let it get too hot when
potting up.

With Swamp Cypress they felt heat was more of an issue then freezing (they had Cypress survive a week of
frosts but die in heatwaves and dry).

That said, they suggested even trees that seemed dead could often be brought back by placing the pot in a
bucket of water and just letting it be. Several months or more later they have seen budding and recovery.
They also found discarded cuttings sprouting when tossed in the dam or even left in a pile on the damp
ground. The larger the cutting the more likely it is to sprout.
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They said they use Greenlife Professional slow release fertiliser (I think this is a next generation slow release
fertiliser where the fertiliser is first coated by a polymer, then Sulfur and finally wax. The extra layer of wax
acts to help prevent catastrophic release should the polymer coating crack) as they felt these are better able
to cope with heavy watering. Nutrients are released based on heat and microbial activity.

They also unwrapped/exposed a Trident maple.

Noting:

Tridents can grow to 5 cm diameter in 1.5 yrs if grown in large pot.

Working on them is best done in winter

Sun best early morning to 1 pm then shade after to prevent leaf burn.

Don’t overwater in winter, as will cause small leaves that look to have edges when first come out in spring.
Don’t like being too wet.

Defoliate early or late summer

Black pine also like dryer conditions

General tips on developing ramification and pad development:

Slowly build up foliage volume.
Start pinching back limitedly and as foliage increases you can pinch back more extensively.
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Bench eating tree

Dublin Park

BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER

This month we want to highlight a Red Pine or pinus resinosa. Who would’ve seen this magnificent tree from the
photo on the left? Don’t be scared to chop!

Source: KH Yeom, Facebook
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FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone
interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like!

Sydney City Bonsai Club

Buy & Swap table

Look we had a club sale night last month, but the Buy & Swap table is always a staple of the club. If you want to
move anything on, please bring along and sell to members. A customary 10% donation to the club is expected.

ARTICLE OF INTEREST

Bonsaify — Monterey Cypress

A species not seen around Australia, the Monterey Cypress finds itself naturally growing on coastlines. This usually
leaves deadwood, few low hanging branches and distinct signs of weathering. Just have a look at some of the
specimens growing in the wild.

The 12-month turnaround competition!

Just a quick reminder that the 12 month turnaround project is still ongoing. Entries were in the April newsletter
and will be judged at the April 2025 meeting. Don’t forget the pot prize donated by Lee!
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John

Autumn

e Autumn is the time of year when our trees are slowing down, changing colour, losing leaves and preparing for
winter.

e Maintain fertilizing through Autumn, but reduce the frequency as the trees slow down growth into winter.
This will harden the foliage off so it will be prepared for winter. Use low N fertilisers such as “blood & bone”
and Epsom salts.

March

e Repotting of natives can continue, and repotting of all evergreens can commence now, but if you are
experiencing hot weather, then delay till next month.

e Wire can be placed on evergreens as they will be slowing down growth for winter. Use only ‘Soft wiring” on
branches that need reshaping and avoid heavy wiring on trunks and thick branches.

e Keep pinching back tips on conifers such as Himalayan and Shimpaku Juniper. Remove dead and yellowing
foliage with fingertips to allow more light between branches and prevent insects from nesting in dead areas.

e Now is a good time to take hardwood cuttings from trees.

e Watch for pests such as scale, lace bug, mealy bug and thrips. If not sure about identification and treatment,
then seek help but treat early as some pests can multiply and cause damage very quickly.

Sources:
AusBonsai Wiki;
“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff
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WEATHER TRENDS - David

Keep an eye on your watering schedule. The climate has changed and is changing. Be careful of fluctuating heat

& hot winds

Upcoming weather
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SCBC 2025 PROGRAM

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further
refinement & information will be in the newsletter prior to the meeting!

Month Theme Display Trees Meeting Basic Training
February Natives Australian Natives - TBC Presentation. Styling What is a Bonsai?
Exotics vs Natives Styles, keeping my tree
- Workshop alive.
March Competition Beauty in - Presentation: Preparing a Watering, dealing with
Trees Imperfections tree for display. hot days
- Workshop
April Group Group Plantings - TBC Presentation: Bending Styling, Wiring and
Plantings thick trunks & branches. Propagation
- TBC tool maintenance Demo
May Horticulture Autumn colour, or  TBC Presentation: All you ever Development vs.
Fruit-bearing wanted to know about refinement. Fertilisers
fertilisers
- Workshop
June Preparing for Literati, slanting or - TBC Presentation: Winner of  Repotting & Pots
Winter windswept Sue Brennan Prize 2025
- Workshop
July AGM Conifers - TBC: Guest Speaker Repotting exercise
-Workshop
August Little Trees Shohin/Mame - Presentation: Creating little  Shaping, collecting
trees - Oli trees from the wild,
- Workshop air-layering
September  Sale Night Flowering / - TBC Presentation: Azaleas Pad development,
Budding - Workshop pinching/pruning,
tools
October Design Cascade, semi- - TBC Presentation: Air-layer Figs, Natives &
refinement cascade & RoR - Workshop Defoliation
November Figs Ficus & Figs - TBC Presentation: Summer Prep &
Figs Defoliation Displays
- Workshop
December Xmas Party Holiday Spirit Xmas Party N/A
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BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS
Date Club Links
Bonsai Society of Visit their website — www.bonsai.asn.au
Australia

Illawarra Bonsai Society

Visit their website — www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org

Bonsai Society of South
Australia website

Website is worth a visit — www.bonsaisa.org.au

Yarra Valley Bonsai

Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

Victorian Native Bonsai
Club

Visit their website — www.vichativebonsai.com.au -
well worth a look.

Sale Day School of Bonsai Visit their website
10 May 2025 www.schoolofbonsai.com.au
Canberra Bonsai Society Put out a good newsletter - visit their website —
www.cbs.org.au
Bonsai Open Central Coast Bonsai For more details go to

22-23 March 2025

Club

http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au

Bonsai Society of

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au

Sydney

Newcastle Bonsai Check out

Society http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/
16-19™" May 2025 37 AABC National Event Details

Convention

Goulburn Bonsai Club

Goulburn Bonsai Society Exhibition 2024 - AusBonsai

7-8 June 2025

Bonsai by the Harbour

Bonsai by the Harbour | Facebook
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Club discount - Bonsai-En

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En online
store.

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many
types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s login
details.

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will
provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store.

Bonsai-En Login

www.Donsai-En.shop

BONSAL-D

ARPERAENEL ALY

Club discount - Bonsai Matsu

The club has been given a list of items that Scott Martin sells through his store. We are offered club discounts,
which can be seen on a flier during club meetings. Reach out to John for more details.

BONSAl
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