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NEXT CLUB MEETING 

11th February 2025 
Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre,  

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

Basics Classes @ 6.00pm 

General Meeting @ 7.00pm 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 
0432 461 025 

 
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
PO Box 486 
Summerhill NSW 2130 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
President John 

Vice President Oli 
Secretary David 
Treasurer Bryan 
Newsletter Editor Oli 
Committee Frank, Ty, above 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Full membership $40 

Concession  $25 

Family   $55 

Pensioner  $25 

Note – 2024/25 fees are due.  
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John or 

Bryan). 
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EDITORIAL MATTERS 
 

We’re jam packaged this month! Keep the articles 

coming… 

 

We always welcome any contributions from members, 

so if you have a project underway, have a query, want 

to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale 

to share, please get in contact via 

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the 

Committee members.   

 

 

 

  

mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au/
mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
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SCBC Venue 

We’re in Sydney’s premium location these days. Kitchen facilities, air-con, lots of space, off street parking. Come 

to our meetings anytime! 

Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre 

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

 

 

SCBC is on YouTube  

Don’t get any funny work from home ideas… Attending meetings in person is simply the best! 

 However, life can get in the way and sometimes you have to miss a meeting. Fortunately, one of our members 

has recorded the meetings and uploaded them to YouTube. Whilst they may not be there every month, it’s a 

great resource tool to watch back and listen to that piece of information you can’t quite recall! 

Note: we had a party in December, so the latest episode is from November, see below: 

Sydney City Bonsai Club November Meeting 2024  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCRjsqoI1i4
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2025 Editor’s Foreword                    

Welcome to 2025 everyone. To those that meticulously watered over the Christmas break, I hope you got nice 

and cosy with your trees. For the more risk-prone, I hope your watering systems were bullet proof and there 

were no casualties.  

Looking back, the club rounded out a great year with its annual Christmas party back, where the quality of our 

Ashbury/Canterbury meeting really shone through. Thank you to all of those that brought food to share, in 

particular a certain cake that I might have to hide away next year…Thanks to David for bringing in his buxus 

stock and showing it’s possible (with a bit of force) to get them to bend, just make sure you’ve got some 

superglue handy! 

2024 was a year of many highlights and challenges, from changing venues multiple times, to hosting an array of 

presenters throughout the year. Variety is the spice of life, and we’re aware that we need to make sure 

meetings are engaging for all members.  

Going forward, I’m going to continue to provide as much info about what is going on in the bonsai world, but I 

also want to keep these newsletters as fresh as the meetings – so if anyone has any suggestions or things to 

include, I’d thoroughly welcome them.  

Let’s have a great 2025. 
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Display trees – December – Holiday theme 
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February MEETING AGENDA – Australian Natives 

Display Trees 
Whilst the weather has been a little turbulent this Summer, your Natives 

should be looking healthy and powerful at this time of year!  

We would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be put on the display 

table. If you arrive late, please respect the space, and try and not block 

other’s trees.  

Refer to the yearly program for future display drees.  

Meeting Agenda 

1. David gives us a demo 

David is going to give a demo on some trees and discuss through the 

potential options. Will it be off with her head?? 

 

2. Bryan and watering systems 

Bryan may give a little chit chat on watering systems, for a comprehensive guide, look at the 2024 December 

newsletter 

 

2. Workshop 

Optional workshop. Bring a tree to work on, or just sit around and hang out at the Xmas party. 

 
February BASICS LESSON 01 – What is a Bonsai? 

Bring your sibling, bring a friend, we have the infamous Bonsai Basics Lessons kicking off! 

 

Topics for the first Basics Lesson are: 

• What is a Bonsai? 

• Where do I get one? 

• How do I keep my tree alive? 

• What makes a good Bonsai? 

• Basic bonsai styles.  
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BONSAI WORLD VISIT - MARCH 

Sunday March 2nd. Book the date in. If you need to carpool, please look to discuss with other members during 

this month’s meeting. For those that attended last year, you’ll remember they gave us a really good 

presentation on eucalyptus group plantings.  

I’ve personally been to Bonsai World in the past couple of months, and the stock was very full – including some 

really good pots. Address is as follows: 

51 Watagan Forest Dr, Jilliby NSW 2259 

 

         

ROYAL EASTER SHOW  

Put the dates in your diary now. The two Bonsai display and competition days are March 28 and 29. 

We encourage members to enter trees into the competition. Chris is our go-to for all you need to know, but the 

registration process is as follows. 

RAS Bonsai Competition Registration. 

Registering a tree on the RAS Website can be a bit tricky so here’s a summary of how to go about it. 

NOTE that registrations close on 26th February  

1. Go to the RAS website: https://www.eastershow.com.au/Login 

2. Log in or create an account. (Note that you will have to give a bank account as part of the process even 

though you won’t use it for any financial transactions). 

3. Once you’re in click on “ABOUT US” 

4. This will take you to a series links, click on “Sydney Royal Competitions”. 

5. Page through until you find and then Click on “Flower and Garden” 



 

 
Sydney City Bonsai Club Newsletter November 2024 Page 8 

6. Now you can click on “Enter Now” – Bonsai is the second selection from the top. 

7. You can download the ‘Schedule” as a PDF file if you want to. Bonsai is on Fourth Session Thursday 

March 28th. 

8. When you get to the ‘Bonsai’ section there are fifteen categories: Select the relevant one(s) and 

complete the required data. 

9. You then pay your entry fee. One fee regardless of the number of trees that you enter which also gives 

you an entry ticket for the day of competition. 

 

BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER 
 

This month we want to highlight a Pinus sylvestris. This is a great example of letting a tree grow and get a bit 

shaggy before working on it back into refinement. 
 

  
  

 
Source: Sowinscy Bonsai Squad, Facebook 
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FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE 
 

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone 

interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.  

 

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like! 

 

     Sydney City Bonsai Club 

Buy & Swap table 

Look we had a club sale night last month, but the Buy & Swap table is always a staple of the club. If you want to 

move anything on, please bring along and sell to members. A customary 10% donation to the club is expected. 

 
ARTICLE OF INTEREST 
 
Shibui Bonsai – Grafting Pines 
Neil from Shibui Bonsai down in Yackandandah, Victoria, can usually be found at the Canberra National show 
selling trees. He’ll also be at Bonsai by the Harbour this year. Some of you may not know, but he also posts articles 
about skills on his website. In September last year he gave some information about grafting Japanese white pine 
onto Japanese Black Pine. An invaluable skill to help keep your white pines from day one.  
 

The 12-month turnaround competition! 

Just a quick reminder that the 12 month turnaround project is still ongoing. Entries were in the April newsletter 

and will be judged at the April 2025 meeting. Don’t forget the pot prize donated by Lee! 

  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555990136853
https://shibuibonsai.com.au/
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John 
 

1. Well, what an interesting Summer it’s been this year. Bouts of very hot days followed by 15 degrees 
cooler the next. As always, it’s important to continue to check trees to make sure that they don’t 
dry out. Particularly of your used inorganic soil mix which means it won’t hold as much moisture as 
an organic mix. Water often enough to ensure the soil never dries out completely. This may mean 
watering 2 or 3 times a day on a very hot day or not at all if its cooler and wet. 

2. Some species need considerable moisture through Summer including Wisteria, Swamp Cypress, 
and most natives including Banksias, Callistemon, Eucalypts and Melaleuca. They may need to 
stand in water trays. 

3. Warmer, humid weather can also encourage pest and disease. Some species such as Oak and Crepe 
Myrtle are susceptible to mildew. Spray with fungicide. 
 

4. Summer is the time to perform large chops on Japanese Maples and many other deciduous trees. 
The wounds will heal faster and not bleed as much as they would if cut during winter. 

 
5. Continue pinching tips and pruning new growth for all trees through Summer. 

6. Most natives can be repotted throughout the summer months. Watch for bud movement and then 
repot and root prune. Alternatively cut back hard then wait for the new buds to start to appear, 
then repot. You can root prune very hard at this time. 

 
7. Many trees will slow down growth in late summer but keep up the feeding until start of Autumn 

and then reduce the amount on deciduous trees, This will assist in achieving nice colour later in the 
Autumn. 

8. Watch maples for leaf burn on hot windy days. Move them to a more sheltered spot. 

Sources: 

AusBonsai Wiki: 

“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff 
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WEATHER TRENDS - David 
 
Keep an eye on your watering schedule.  The climate has changed and is changing. Be careful of fluctuating heat 

& hot winds 

Upcoming weather 

        

 

Average Weather 
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SCBC 2025 PROGRAM  

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further 

refinement & information will be in the newsletter prior to the meeting! 

 

Month Theme Display Trees Meeting Basic Training 
February Natives Australian Natives - TBC Presentation. Styling 

Exotics vs Natives 
- Workshop 

What is a Bonsai? 
Styles, keeping my tree 
alive. 

March Competition 
Trees 

Beauty in 

Imperfections 

- TBC Presentation: Preparing 
a tree for display. 
- Workshop 

Watering, dealing with 
hot days 

April Group 
Plantings 

Group Plantings - TBC Presentation: Bending 
thick trunks & branches. 
- TBC tool maintenance Demo 

Styling, Wiring and 
Propagation 

May Horticulture Autumn colour, or 

Fruit-bearing 

TBC Presentation: All you ever 
wanted to know about 
fertilisers 
- Workshop 

Development vs. 
refinement. Fertilisers 

June Preparing for 
Winter 

Literati, slanting or 

windswept 

- TBC Presentation: Winner of 
Sue Brennan Prize 2025 
- Workshop 

Repotting & Pots 

July AGM Conifers - TBC: Guest Speaker 
-Workshop 

Repotting exercise 

August Little Trees Shohin/Mame - Presentation: Creating little 
trees - Oli 
- Workshop 

Shaping, collecting 
trees from the wild, 
air-layering 

September Sale Night Flowering / 

Budding 

- TBC Presentation: Azaleas 
- Workshop 

Pad development, 
pinching/pruning, 
tools 

October Design 
refinement 

Cascade, semi-

cascade & RoR 

- TBC Presentation: Air-layer  
- Workshop 

Figs, Natives & 
Defoliation 

November Figs Ficus & 
Figs 

Figs - TBC Presentation: 
Defoliation 
- Workshop 

Summer Prep & 
Displays 

December Xmas Party Holiday Spirit Xmas Party N/A 

 
*TBC – we are going to discuss at Dec meeting whether we hold a January meeting 
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BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS 
 
 

Date Club Links 

 Bonsai Society of 
Australia 

Visit their website – www.bonsai.asn.au  

 Illawarra Bonsai Society Visit their website –  www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org   

 Bonsai Society of South 
Australia website 

Website is worth a visit – www.bonsaisa.org.au 

 Yarra Valley Bonsai  Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au  

 Victorian Native Bonsai 
Club  

Visit their website – www.vicnativebonsai.com.au - 
well worth a look. 

Sale Day 
10 May 2025 

School of Bonsai Visit their website 
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au 

 Canberra Bonsai Society Put out a good newsletter - visit their website –  
www.cbs.org.au 

Bonsai Open 
22-23 March 2025 

Central Coast Bonsai 
Club 

For more details go to  
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au 

 Bonsai Society of 
Sydney 

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au  

 Newcastle Bonsai 
Society 

Check out 
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/ 

16-19th  May 2025 37th AABC National 
Convention 

Event Details 

 Goulburn Bonsai Club Goulburn Bonsai Society Exhibition 2024 - AusBonsai 

7-8 June 2025 Bonsai by the Harbour Bonsai by the Harbour | Facebook 

  

http://www.bonsai.asn.au/
http://www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org/
http://www.bonsaisa.org.au/
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au/
http://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/
http://www.schoolofbonsai.com.au/
http://www.cbs.org.au/
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au/
http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au/
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/
https://bonsaiclubsaustralia.org.au/events/
https://www.ausbonsai.com.au/forum/viewtopic.php?t=31470
https://www.facebook.com/events/1285405012734672
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Club discount – Bonsai-En 

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En online 

store. 

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many 

types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s login 

details.  

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will 

provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store. 

Bonsai-En Login 

 

Club discount – Bonsai Matsu 
 
The club has been given a list of items that Scott Martin sells through his store. We are offered club discounts, 
which can be seen on a flier during club meetings. Reach out to John for more details. 
 

 
 

https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login

