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NEXT CLUB MEETING 

10th December 2024 
Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre,  

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

Basics Classes @ 6.00pm 

General Meeting @ 7.00pm 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 
0432 461 025 

 
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
PO Box 486 
Summerhill NSW 2130 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
President John 

Vice President Oli 
Secretary David 
Treasurer Bryan 
Newsletter Editor Oli 
Committee Frank, Ty, above 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Full membership $40 

Concession  $25 

Family   $55 

Pensioner  $25 

Note – 2024/25 fees are due.  
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John or 

Bryan). 
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EDITORIAL MATTERS 
 

We’re jam packaged this month! Keep the articles 

coming… 

 

We always welcome any contributions from members, 

so if you have a project underway, have a query, want 

to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale 

to share, please get in contact via 

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the 

Committee members.   

 

 

 

  

mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au/
mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
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SCBC Venue 

We’re in Sydney’s premium location these days. Kitchen facilities, air-con, lots of space, off street parking. Come 

to our meetings anytime! 

Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre 

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

 

 

SCBC is on YouTube  

Don’t get any funny work from home ideas… Attending meetings in person is simply the best! 

 However, life can get in the way and sometimes you have to miss a meeting. Fortunately, one of our members 

has recorded the meetings and uploaded them to YouTube. Whilst they may not be there every month, it’s a 

great resource tool to watch back and listen to that piece of information you can’t quite recall! 

Sydney City Bonsai Club November Meeting 2024  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCRjsqoI1i4
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MONTHLY MEETING RECAP - November                    

November started off with the final Basics Training in the SCBC program. This is a 10 month program that is free 

to any SCBC member. We’ve continued to receive positive feedback about the depth and quality of the course, 

which is a huge compliment to John & Bryan – who look after this month in and out. This final episode was 

about Summer prep and accent plants. We will be running the Basics Training Program again in 2025, so if 

there’s anyone you know who might be interested, please feel free to join and attend from Februrary onward. 

We were very fortunate in November to have Ingrid Brauer join the club for a presentation about display trees. 

Ingrid has judged a number of shows around including the Bonsai Open. Ingrid broke down the scoring 

mechanisms and the secrets to scoring well. There’s a lot of controllable elements to a display – whilst some are 

just the quality of the specimen, so don’t lose points on the former (accents, pot choice etc.) 

 

Ingrid spoke about the rise in natives in shows, and whilst you would think they are scored differently – they 

aren’t! Nebari, trunkline, branch placement, ramifiction, pot choice are all important in a native display. This 

doesn’t mean a native should be styled like a pine – judges are acutely aware of how a species grows and what 

is visually aesthetic. At the end of the day, there is usually a number of judges that will compare and ensure that 

a fair score is given to each element in a democratic system. 

Ingrid also shared this key piece of advice: 

“Don’t make a tree look like a bonsai, make your bonsai look like a tree”. 

Ingrid spoke about the Royal Easter Show in depth and how it’s changed and evolved. Should you want to 

display a tree, will will bring it up in the meetings early in 2025. 

We thank you Ingrid for taking the time to speak with us, and we are richer in knowledge thanks to it. 

Looking forward – The committee has developed a draft program for 2025. This can be found near the back of 

the Newsletter and is subjct to minor changes as we line up presenters. If there’s a topic or person you’re 

desperate to hear about, please chat to the committee.  
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Display trees – November - Figs 
 

Ok, some weren’t figs. But that’s ok everyone once and awhile        
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December MEETING AGENDA – Holiday Theme 

Display Trees 
Chrismas is right around the corner. Bring a tree that shows the 

holiday spirit. Perhaps it just makes you feel joyful!  

We would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be put on the 

display table. If you arrive late, please respect the space, and try 

and not block other’s trees.  

Refer to the yearly program for future display drees.  

Meeting Agenda 

1. Christmas – Bring a plate!!!! 

Bring a plate of food for our Christmas party. Share the love and 

enjoy the last meeting of the year with fellow bonsai folk. 

 

2. Workshop 

Optional workshop. Bring a tree to work on, or just sit around and hang out at the Xmas party. 

 
December BASICS LESSON – Nothing! 

There is no basics lesson in December. The program will restart in February 2025. See you next year! 
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The Ultimate guide to Summer Watering Concerns - Bryan 

Considerations around bonsai watering and watering systems 

As I am in the process of trying to figure out a replacement watering system for my trees. It was suggested I share 

some tips. The more I think about this the more considerations grow so these musings are designed to get you 

thinking. You will need to consider your specific conditions/needs.  

Watering System Needs 

Keeping your tree alive is the ultimate need but optimizing the amount of water for to each individual tree can 

help them not only survive but thrive. A watering system can never compete with hand watering but at a minimum 

it would be good to have the ability to: 

• provide different amounts of water to different pots (as needed by the species & considering the microclimate 

- sun, wind, etc)  

• water a range of different shaped pots (pots with small openings need to be watered differently than those 

with large openings, water retention varies with the depth and surface area of the pot) 

• respond to different weather needs (rainy and dry days) 

• conserve as much water as possible (but not at the expense of losing a tree).  

• have inbuilt redundancy to provide insurance should something go wrong  

• cover all growing areas 

• allow easily removal, movement and rearrangement of trees (You need to be able to take trees out to work 

on them or relocate them for recovery after repotting, or bring them into a meeting) 

• expand or contract as needed to accommodate new/different pots & trees  

• be adjustable over the internet  

Component Considerations 

• water pressure (Needs to be considered and may need to be adjusted but generally if watering from the tap 

this is not an issue). If watering off a tank and pump you should definitely check this and install a filter in the 

line as well.  

• pot requirements (group pots so that trees get the optimal water)  

• Bonsai soil type (Drainage, water holding capacity, etc) 

• Bonsai pot size (depth, drainage, ability to store water)  

• Bonsai pot shape (size of opening, drainage, depth) 

• Tree water requirements and preferences 

• Temperature and shade in different growing locations (Micro climates) 

• Watering system connections (sprayers vs misters vs drippers vs mini weeping hose) 

• Water control system (solenoid vs water tap connectors) 

• Ability to optimally water different pots & trees  

While it would be ideal to set up a different watering for each pot, unless your collection is quite small, this is 

beyond the ability of most systems. As such, it may be best to modify tree placement, the growing medium, pot 

placement, etc to create a limited number of areas with different watering needs. I have decided to break my 

bonsai up into discrete 1-2m2 areas and to group trees with similar watering and sun needs. I have tried as much 

as possible to switch to a totally inorganic mix (Akedama, Scoria, Pumice, Kanuma, Perlite, Vermiculite) for all my 

trees. While not ideal for some species, having the same soil standardizes watering requirements, maximizes 

drainage and aeration. 
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I plant into many different shapes of bonsai pots and this needs to be considered when planning water needs. 

Shallow pots have more area to hold water but also lose more water due to the ratio of exposed soil to the size 

of the pot. Deep pots hold less but lose less as well. Open slanting surfaces (without a flat base) tend to hold the 

least amount of water & dry the quickest. Enclosed pots with smaller openings are an issue for open sprayer 

systems as only a small amount of water may reach the soil. Dark pots heat up. 

 

 

 

 

I have tried to standardize my growing tables to accommodate the watering system by creating a microclimate 

maximising humidity while trying to maintain air flow. My bonsai set on a shallow 10-15mm2 gravel filled free 

draining tray. The drawbacks of this is an increase susceptibility to mould & fungus attack & roots growing out of 

drainage holes while the positives are the ability of trees to better survive hot dry days. I have found that 

overwatering will bring a slow death to your trees but underwatering will do this quicker. Consider what you grow 

on (wire, wood, trays, etc) when determining watering needs and frequency.  

Water outlets 

Sprayers  

These are best for covering a large area and are a good option for general coverage. They come in different spray 

radius 90o (corner), 180o (wall), and 360o (centre). Getting the very-flow variety allows for you to adjust the radius 

of each sprayer.  Negatives of sprayers include water wastage (outsides of pots), increase chance of fungi/mold 

(they water leaves as well as soil), potential missing some pots (should branches or weeds grow in front of the 

sprayers) and difficulty to accommodate small pot openings. Clogging is also a potential issue depending on your 

water source (tank or town).   

Drippers 

Ok for smaller pots and pot openings but water only in a particular area and this may result in dry areas.  

Weeper hose 

As with drippers, ok for secondary watering but not recommended as a sole source. Good to use with larger pots 

and trees to augment a spray system. The biggest issue with weeper hose is that as they generally loop around 

the tree & need to be disconnected and reconnected every time you move a tree. This may be countered by using 

single ended drip lines and clamping them off at the ends.  

Water spikes 

Ok for larger pots with heavier watering needs. I use this on a wisteria that is independent of my usual growing 

trays. It needs to be turned down so the spray radius is within the pot rim. Minimum radius of around 10cm.  

Misters  

Good for very exposed sites as they can help to create a microclimate that reduces pot temperature and 

evaporation. They are good when growing on wire trays in hot sunny areas with good airflow.  
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I find a combination of sprayers augmented with drippers and weeper hose optimal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The number of distinct areas you have to water, and number of individual trees will determine whether you can 

get by with a simple tap timer or need to consider a solenoid controller and valves. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

The tap timer is easiest but is really limited to 4 zones (2 double tap timers on a tap splitter). The size of the tap 

timer means that even with 4 outlets you can only fit two timers directly. You can use multiple spitters to add 

more room but it becomes cumbersome, hard to view and connection leaks are more likely. They also all run on 

batteries which should be checked and maintained particularly before going away.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solenoids are electronically controlled taps. Solenoid controllers are wired up to the solenoid and allow 

programming of watering times. With solenoids you generally run one line to a distributor and each outlet is then 

controlled by a solenoid with watering times determined by the controller. Solenoids and Solenoid controllers are 

wired up to your household electrical system and run on low voltage. Electrical outages need to be considered. 

Both Tap timers and Solenoid controllers can be connected to your home wi-fi system and should be able to be 

controlled remotely. I have yet to test this so check carefully to ensure your set up is controllable via the internet 

rather than just directly via your home wi-fi system. You want to be able to connect up wherever you are and add 

an extra day or perhaps turn it off for a day should conditions warrant.  

 

 

Tap Timer 

 

Tap Timer 

 

 

 

Solenoid valve  

 

Solenoid controller 

 

Tap splitter  

 

Solenoid distributor  

 

Misting system 

 

Water spike 

 

Micro weeper hose 

 

 

Drippers 

 

Adj. sprayer 
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This leads us to weather measuring systems to determine what the temperature and weather in your garden. This 

however is beyond the scope of this article. Suffice it to say that systems are available and if you don’t want to 

set one up in your garden you can use the local weather reports or check Weather Underground 

http:/www.wunderground.com,  or similar, for a weather station near you. The professionals also consider a 

security monitoring system so they can see the health of their trees from afar.  

You will need tubing and a variety of connectors to plumb up your water system. This can be done using standard 

Poly pipe for the main lines and running micro tubing off this to your sprayers or individual water outlets. Poly 

Pipe comes in 13 and 19mm diameters (I use 13mm but  

either can be used). You will need to be consistent and go with one or the other for all connectors (Elbows, Tees, 

Connectors, Clamps, Valves, end plugs, etc).  

 

 

 

 

 

Finally consider duplicating your system so you have two independent redundant watering systems as insurance 

should things go wrong. I have two independent systems one running off a water tank and the other off the mains. 

Even then I still feel a sense of relief to see things are green when I return.  

 

Additional info: 

Bunnings irrigation system set up https://www.bunnings.com.au/diy-advice/garden/water-irrigation/how-to-plan-

an-irrigation-system 

 

 

         

    

     

  

 

Tubing & connectors 

 

4mm Micro tubing 

 

 

Poly Pipe 

http://www.wunderground.com/
https://www.bunnings.com.au/diy-advice/garden/water-irrigation/how-to-plan-an-irrigation-system
https://www.bunnings.com.au/diy-advice/garden/water-irrigation/how-to-plan-an-irrigation-system
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BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER 
 

This month we want to highlight a local Before and After done by Ausbonsai member Patmet. They’ve shown a 

progression from 2019 to 2024 of a Juniper Chinensis. He discusses in the forum about how the initial styling was 

when he first started in bonsai, and you can see their skills have drastically improved in a short amount of time.  

 

  
 2019          2019 

 

  
2021          2024 

 
Source: Patmet, Ausbonsai 

  

https://www.ausbonsai.com.au/forum/viewtopic.php?t=31075
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FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE 
 

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone 

interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.  

 

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like! 

 

     Sydney City Bonsai Club 

Buy & Swap table 

Look we had a club sale night last month, but the Buy & Swap table is always a staple of the club. If you want to 

move anything on, please bring along and sell to members. A customary 10% donation to the club is expected. 

 
ARTICLE OF INTEREST 
 
Wirrabarra – Canberra Bonsai Society Newsletter – Defoliation of Figs 
The CBS have a very informative article about the defoliation of ficus trees. This is a critical step in looking after 
figs to ensure they ramify and keep their leaves in proportion. It’s also about distribution of energy to the areas 
you want to promote. Great read. 
 
Please reach out to the editor if you’d like to read any of the other clubs newsletters, or articles.  
 

The 12-month turnaround competition! 

Just a quick reminder that the 12 month turnaround project is still ongoing. Entries were in the April newsletter 

and will be judged at the April 2025 meeting. Don’t forget the pot prize donated by Lee! 

  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555990136853
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John 

Tasks that can be undertaken throughout the Summer months include: 

1 Watch for very hot days. Remember, excessive heat does not kill bonsai, a lack of water does. Water 

often enough to ensure the soil never dries out. This may mean watering 2 or 3 times a day. 

Mulching of the top of the soil can help reduce evaporation through the day and moss on top of the 

soil can be a good indicator of soil dampness. 

2 Continue a fertilizing regime through the summer months 

3 Monitor trees through the Summer months as the warmer, humid weather, particularly in Sydney, can 

encourage pest and disease. 

4 Most natives can be repotted throughout the summer months. Watch for bud movement and then 

repot and root prune. Alternatively cut back hard then wait for the new buds to start to appear, then 

repot. You can root prune very hard at this time. 

5 Summer is the time to perform large chops on Japanese Maples and other deciduous trees. The wounds 

will heel faster and not bleed as much as they would if cut during winter. 

6 Pinching tips and pruning new growth should continue on all trees through the Summer. 

7 Some species need considerable moisture through Summer including Wisteria, Banksia, Swamp Cypress, 

Callistemon and Melaleuca. They may need to stand in water trays. 

 

Specific tasks for December include: 

1 Late in the month you can defoliate Elms and Maples so they will produce new smaller leaves.  

2 Defoliate Figs. 

3 Continue monthly spraying of Azaleas for Lace Bug and rust. 

4 Repot Banksia and add slow release Native Osmocote or similar to the soil. Liquid feed every 2 weeks 

but wait for two weeks after repotting. 

5 Decandling of Japanese Black Pines. 

 

Sources: 

AusBonsai Wiki 

“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff  
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AusBonsai WikiWEATHER TRENDS - David 
 
Keep an eye on your watering schedule.  The climate has changed and is changing. Be careful of fluctuating heat 

& hot winds 

Upcoming weather 

        

 

Average Weather 
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SCBC 2025 PROGRAM  

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further 

refinement & information will be in the newsletter prior to the meeting! 

 

Month Theme Display Trees Meeting Basic Training 
January* Advice Time Summer pride / 

Favourite Tree 
- I need some help or advice 
for my tree. Everyone to 
present and discuss problems. 
- Workshop 

N/A 

February Natives Australian Natives - TBC Presentation. Styling 
Exotics vs Natives 
- Workshop 

What is a Bonsai? 
Styles, keeping my tree 
alive. 

March Competition 
Trees 

Beauty in 

Imperfections 

- TBC Presentation: Preparing 
a tree for display. 
- Workshop 

Watering, dealing with 
hot days 

April Group 
Plantings 

Group Plantings - TBC Presentation: Bending 
thick trunks & branches. 
- TBC tool maintenance Demo 

Styling, Wiring and 
Propagation 

May Horticulture Autumn colour, or 

Fruit-bearing 

TBC Presentation: All you ever 
wanted to know about 
fertilisers 
- Workshop 

Development vs. 
refinement. Fertilisers 

June Preparing for 
Winter 

Literati, slanting or 

windswept 

- TBC Presentation: Winner of 
Sue Brennan Prize 2025 
- Workshop 

Repotting & Pots 

July AGM Conifers - TBC: Guest Speaker 
-Workshop 

Repotting exercise 

August Little Trees Shohin/Mame - Presentation: Creating little 
trees - Oli 
- Workshop 

Shaping, collecting 
trees from the wild, 
air-layering 

September Sale Night Flowering / 

Budding 

- TBC Presentation: Azaleas 
- Workshop 

Pad development, 
pinching/pruning, 
tools 

October Design 
refinement 

Cascade, semi-

cascade & RoR 

- TBC Presentation: Air-layer  
- Workshop 

Figs, Natives & 
Defoliation 

November Figs Ficus & 
Figs 

Figs - TBC Presentation: 
Defoliation 
- Workshop 

Summer Prep & 
Displays 

December Xmas Party Holiday Spirit Xmas Party N/A 

 
*TBC – we are going to discuss at Dec meeting whether we hold a January meeting 
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BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS 
 
 

Date Club Links 

 Bonsai Society of 
Australia 

Visit their website – www.bonsai.asn.au  

 Illawarra Bonsai Society Visit their website –  www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org   

 Bonsai Society of South 
Australia website 

Website is worth a visit – www.bonsaisa.org.au 

 Yarra Valley Bonsai  Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au  

 Victorian Native Bonsai 
Club  

Visit their website – www.vicnativebonsai.com.au - 
well worth a look. 

 School of Bonsai Visit their website 
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au 

 Canberra Bonsai Society Put out a good newsletter - visit their website –  
www.cbs.org.au 

 Central Coast Bonsai 
Club 

For more details go to  
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au 

 Bonsai Society of 
Sydney 

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au  

 Newcastle Bonsai 
Society 

Check out 
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/ 

16-19th  May 2025 37th AABC National 
Convention 

Event Details 

 Goulburn Bonsai Club Goulburn Bonsai Society Exhibition 2024 - AusBonsai 

  

http://www.bonsai.asn.au/
http://www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org/
http://www.bonsaisa.org.au/
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au/
http://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/
http://www.schoolofbonsai.com.au/
http://www.cbs.org.au/
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au/
http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au/
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/
https://bonsaiclubsaustralia.org.au/events/
https://www.ausbonsai.com.au/forum/viewtopic.php?t=31470
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Club discount – Bonsai-En 

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En online 

store. 

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many 

types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s login 

details.  

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will 

provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store. 

Bonsai-En Login 

 

Club discount – Bonsai Matsu 
 
The club has been given a list of items that Scott Martin sells through his store. We are offered club discounts, 
which can be seen on a flier during club meetings. Reach out to John for more details. 
 

 
 

https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login

