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NEXT CLUB MEETING 

12th November 2024 
Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre,  

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

Basics Classes @ 6.00pm 

General Meeting @ 7.00pm 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 
0432 461 025 

 
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
PO Box 486 
Summerhill NSW 2130 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
President John 

Vice President Oli 
Secretary David 
Treasurer Bryan 
Newsletter Editor Oli 
Committee Frank, Ty above 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Full membership $40 

Concession  $25 

Family   $55 

Pensioner  $25 

Note – 2024/25 fees are due.  
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John or 

Bryan). 
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EDITORIAL MATTERS 
 

We’re jam packaged this month! Keep the articles 

coming… 

 

We always welcome any contributions from members, 

so if you have a project underway, have a query, want 

to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale 

to share, please get in contact via 

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the 

Committee members.   

 

 

 

  

mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au/
mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
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NEW VENUE! (a reminder) 

Just a quick reminder from the editor – we are at a new location now in Ashbury. The response from members at 

September’s meeting was extremely positive (the committee is also in the process of organising tea & coffee going 

forward). 

Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre 

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

 

 

SCBC is on YouTube  

Don’t get any funny work from home ideas… Attending meetings in person is simply the best! 

 However, life can get in the way and sometimes you have to miss a meeting. Fortunately, one of our members 

has recorded the meetings and uploaded them to YouTube. Whilst they may not be there every month, it’s a 

great resource tool to watch back and listen to that piece of information you can’t quite recall! 

This one has almost cracked 500 views, so our reach is certainly growing! Way to go Toby! 

Sydney City Bonsai Club October Meeting 2024  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qm9jlAqeF7k
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MONTHLY MEETING RECAP - October                    

October felt like breathing space. We finally had a venue that was spacious, had kitchen facilities and we didn’t 

have to worry about making a mess. Now the club could settle in and enjoy the best of being a part of a bonsai 

club.  

John kicked off precedings with the wildly 

regarded and quoted “best bang for buck 

introduction course in Sydney.” John and Bryan 

put a huge amount of effort in ensuring the 

material is informative, digestable and 

interesting for participants. In October, it was all 

about figs, natives and defoliation. If you don’t 

get frosts in your area, you can probably grow 

figs – which are often frowned up as being the 

‘beginner’ tree to develop and grow. However, 

there are some very advanced techniquest that 

can be used on figs to create amazing 

ramification, nebari development & aerial roots 

– so don’t avoid them! They’re generally very 

forgiving, however don’t hide wire bite or scars well – so there is always considerations to make when growing 

these. Reach out to John if you’d like the details from the beginner’s workshop – this content is free for 

members. 

Onto the main meeting, we went back to our roots – good ol’ fashioned sales, and workshopping. Bryan sold 

pots by the masses, Simon sold azaleas and maples, Oli had a bunch of whatever it was and many contributed to 

raise funds for the club. These nights are incredibly important for the club to be able to afford presentations and 

discounts through the club 

 

Alongside this, a number of members brought trees along to work on – and shared knowledge on what they 

were doing. Bonsais are great to look at, but are even more rewarding when you’re the one who has developed 

the tree. So don’t be scared of presenting or even working on a tree in the prescence of others – you’ll be 

surprised what a different perspective might bring to a design!  

On a side note for upcomming events - the committee is currently in the works of creating next year’s program – 

so if you have any specific desires, please reach out to Ty.  
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Display trees – October - Flowering 
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November MEETING AGENDA – Figs 

Display Trees 
It’s that time of year… Figs are starting to wake up and push 

some growth. This is probably the last time we can show them 

off prior to defoliation (depending on how many per season 

you do!). 

We would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be put on 

the display table. If you arrive late, please respect the space, 

and try and not block other’s trees.  

Refer to the yearly program for future display drees.  

Meeting Agenda 

1. Let’s chat judging with Ingrid Bauer 

Ingrid will be coming to give a talk on judging of bonsai trees. The club is looking to organise a show in the future 

– so the information here will be invaluable for displaying trees. Absolutely not to be missed.  

 

2. Workshop 

MEMBERS TO BRING A TREE TO WORK ON! 

This is a great opportunity to relax, work on and get advice from our experienced members.   

 
November BASICS LESSON 10 – Summer prep & displays 

The final Bonsai Basics class will held in November – it’s all about preparing for Summer, accent plants and where 

to from here… don’t miss it! 

 

The Basics lessons start at 6.00 p.m. and end at 7.00 p.m. in time for the General Meeting so best be on-time. 

 

If any members plan on attending the training session on Tuesday 12th, would they please advise John by email at 

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au that they will be attending. 
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Nesci Nursery Visit – 27th October 2024 

Fourteen members from Sydney City Bonsai Club visited the Ray Nesci nursery on Sunday 27th October. We 

were treated to coffee and tea with homemade sultana rock cakes made by Ray’s wife.  It was so good that 

some threatened to stay and eat and forego the nursery tour. However, Ray’s offer to show us his private 

collection proved to enticing. We were conducted into Ray’s inner sanctum where he introduced each of his 

award-winning trees. The oldest one, a trident maple, was over 150 years old. It was obvious that Ray has 

enjoyed developing all of them for the past 50 years plus. Ray graciously answered questions and took delight in 

explaining the history of each one. We spent over an hour admiring his trees before being conducted through 

the rest of the nursery where Ray and Clinton gave personal advice to a number of members on what tree they 

should buy to start or enhance their collection. The warmth, helpfulness and friendliness of the Nesci’s is always 

evident and made the visit one that will encourage us all to return. 
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SCBC has some trees for sale 

The club has fortunately come to acquire some plants. These will be for sale through the club at the next meeting 

– which are priced very fairly for members. A lot of the trees may not present extremely well on the surface, but 

with a season or two of work can be fantastic bonsai trees. See a sample of the trees below: 

 
Species: Port Jackson Fig 

Approx age: 30-40 years 
Size: 75 cm high, 80 cm wide, 14cm trunk 

 

 
Species: Port Jackson Fig 

Approx age: 10-20 years 
Size: 60 cm high, 60 cm wide, 9cm trunk 

 

 
Species: Port Jackson Fig 

Approx age: 30-40 years 
Size: 80 cm high, 80 cm wide, 16cm trunk 

 
Species: Port Jackson Fig 

Approx age: 10-15 years 

Size: 65 cm high, 70 cm wide, 6cm trunk 
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Species: Port Jackson Fig 

Approx age: 10-15 years 
Size: 65 cm high, 75 cm wide, 6cm trunk 

 

 
Species: Port Jackson Fig 
Approx age: 2-5 years 

Size: 13 cm high, 13 cm wide, 2cm trunk 

 
Species: Port Jackson Fig 

Approx age: 10-15 years 
Size: 40 cm high, 40 cm wide, 3cm trunk 

 

 
 

 
 

Species: Port Jackson Fig, twin trunk 
Approx age: 2-4 years 

Size: 13 cm high, 13 cm wide, 2cm trunk 
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The Duranta!  By Lee 

The Duranta is a fairly common garden hedging plant but seldom 

seen as a bonsai.  Yet its colourful green and gold foliage and 

small leaves make it a promising subject.  It is a tropical shrub 

with yellow/green leaves, its fast growing and fairly drought 

tolerant though it does not like frost.  The Duranta has bright 

violet or blue flowers and it needs 6 hours of sunlight daily to 

reach full flowering potential.  On very hot days it should be in 

partial shade during the hottest part of the day to prevent leaf 

scorch but keeping it in partial shade will reduce its flowering 

capability.  It grows best in moist soil that is not wet or dry. 

Fertilise regularly in the warmer months to promote flowering. 

Shaping is best done by the clip and grow method as the 

branches are fragile and brittle.  It can be wired but achieving any 

branch movement is not easy.  Repot in early spring before new 

growth starts and lightly trim the roots. 

Duranta is fairly resistant to pests but occasionally can get aphids, 

white fly or spider mite.  Use an insecticidal soap or neem oil.  It 

can get fungal diseases such as powdery mildew in humid 

conditions so ensure good air circulation around the plant and if 

fungal disease is apparent use 1/2 full cream milk with 1/2 water and spray well.  The fat in the milk smothers the 

fungus. 

Duranta leaves are small and the bright fresh greens and yellow add charm to the tree and colour to your bonsai 

collection. 

Large trees for sale 

We have had a horticulturalist from the Southern Highlands reach out and offer to sell large trees that don’t make 

the ‘cut’ in the nursery. They’re usually great bonsai starters as they are not ‘perfect.’ Some species include 

maples, elms, birch, gingko, conifers and many others. Trees that are typically $100-$150 are usually around $15-

$25 for sale through Luke.  

The editor has previously bought trees through Luke – he will send pics of trees beforehand so you can make up 

your mind before travelling down. 

Luke Borradale – lukeborradale33@gmail.com  

 
The 12-month turnaround competition! 

Just a quick reminder that the 12 month turnaround project is still ongoing. Entries were in the April newsletter 

and will be judged at the April 2025 meeting. Don’t forget the pot prize donated by Lee! 
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I do NOT need another… By Lee 

A last hour pot purchase [that I definitely did not need] from the Native 

Symposium in August and a baeckea [that I most definitely did not need] 

from the Sydney City Bonsai Club sale table in October.   Together they 

make an interesting statement.   While I prefer natives in satin glaze or 

flat surface features rather than high glaze… I quite like the two of them 

together.  Odd, but then again, I like odd pots and plants.  The sharp 

angles of the trunk contrast with the floppy foliage nicely.    

 

 

 

 

BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER 
 

Another wonderful before and after for this month. A Larch – this plant prefers cool areas and harsh winters – 

generally only being able to grow in the Highlands, Snowy Mountains & Tasmania. 

         

 2018          2023 
Source: Facebook user: Michigan Yamadori 
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FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE 
 

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone 

interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.  

 

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like! 

 

     Sydney City Bonsai Club 

Buy & Swap table 

Look we had a club sale night last month, but the Buy & Swap table is always a staple of the club. If you want to 

move anything on, please bring along and sell to members. A customary 10% donation to the club is expected. 

 
ARTICLE OF INTEREST 
 
Bonsai Mirai – Species Care 
The editor stumbled upon this awhile ago and often takes snippets of advice from the well-regarded Ryan Neil. 
You can often find species tips on plants that are more obscure or there’s little information on them. 
Enjoy. 

Species Care | Bonsai Mirai 
 
Please reach out to the editor if you’d like to read any of the other clubs newsletters, or articles.  
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555990136853
https://bonsaimirai.com/species-care
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John 

1  Figs can be repotted and actively worked on, including defoliation, from now right through Summer. 

2. Similarly, most natives can be repotted through to the end of summer. Watch for bud movement and 

then repot and root prune. 

3. New growth develops fast at this time of year and is very soft with little tolerance to water and heat 

stress. It is therefore the most dangerous time regarding watering. Root bound trees will struggle so it 

will help if the tree has been recently repotted in fresh soil. 

4. Watch any wired trees closely to ensure the wire does not cutting into the bark. On deciduous trees, 

this will cause irreparable scarring. 

5. Heavy pruning, wiring and trimming of Azaleas after flowering. Remove all finished flower remnants. 

6. Satsuki Azaleas should be flowering now. Pinch off spent flowers. They can be repotted after flowering. 

7. Continue candle pinching of pines. 

8. Cut back long shoots on deciduous trees unless you are trying to fatten up the trunk. 

9. You should be at the peak of your fertilising schedule.  Use complete fertilisers every two weeks at 

recommended strength with a little seaweed concentrate. Don’t use multiple fertilisers together. 

Remember that Seasol is a soil conditioner, is not a fertiliser. 

10. All fruit bearing trees like, cotoneasters, crab apples, pieris Japonica, pyracanthas etc can do with a dose 

or two of Liquid Potash to make sure the fruits will develop and stay on the trees.  

11. Regular tip pruning of Crepe Myrtles can be done through Spring, however since they flower on terminal 

tips pruning should cease by the end of November to allow flowering buds to develop. 

12. Remember that pests and fungi can be very active at this time of year. Check growth for signs of 

discolouring, disfiguring or leaf dropping. 

Sources:  

AusBonsai Wiki 

Alex Bennett 

“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff “Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and 

Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff  
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AusBonsai WikiWEATHER TRENDS - David 
 
Keep an eye on your watering schedule.  The climate has changed and is changing. Be careful of fluctuating heat 

& hot winds 

Upcoming weather 

         

 

Average Weather 
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SCBC 2024 PROGRAM  

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further 

refinement & information will be in the newsletter prior to the meeting! 

 

Month Display Trees Meeting 

February Summer holiday treasures 2023 trees revisited & workshop 

March Forest, multi trunk or fusion Problem trees & workshop 

April Natives Natives demonstration 
Saturday - Scott Martin Demonstration 

May Unusual trees/species Stands and Soe, winter prep & workshop 

June Slanting style Favourite trees  

July Root Over Rock Clinton Nesci demonstration / workshop  

August Twists and turns AGM, Wiring & workshop 

September Cascade / Semi cascade Garry Uebergang & Workshop 

October Flowering & Budding Flowering and SALE NIGHT! 

November Figs Figs and Ingrid Bauer “judging” talk 

December Xmas Xmas Party 

 
BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS 

 
 

Date Club Links 

 Bonsai Society of 
Australia 

Visit their website – www.bonsai.asn.au  

 Illawarra Bonsai Society Visit their website –  www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org   

 Bonsai Society of South 
Australia website 

Website is worth a visit – www.bonsaisa.org.au 

 Yarra Valley Bonsai  Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au  

 Victorian Native Bonsai 
Club  

Visit their website – www.vicnativebonsai.com.au - 
well worth a look. 

 School of Bonsai Visit their website 
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au 

 Canberra Bonsai Society Put out a good newsletter - visit their website –  
www.cbs.org.au 

 Central Coast Bonsai 
Club 

For more details go to  
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au 

 Bonsai Society of 
Sydney 

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au  

8-10th November – 
Annual Show 

Newcastle Bonsai 
Society 

Check out 
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/ 

16-19th  May 2025 37th AABC National 
Convention 

Event Details 

 Goulburn Bonsai Club Goulburn Bonsai Society Exhibition 2024 - AusBonsai 

  

http://www.bonsai.asn.au/
http://www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org/
http://www.bonsaisa.org.au/
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au/
http://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/
http://www.schoolofbonsai.com.au/
http://www.cbs.org.au/
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au/
http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au/
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/
https://bonsaiclubsaustralia.org.au/events/
https://www.ausbonsai.com.au/forum/viewtopic.php?t=31470
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Club discount – Bonsai-En 

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En online 

store. 

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many 

types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s login 

details.  

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will 

provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store. 

Bonsai-En Login 

 

Club discount – Bonsai Matsu 
 
The club has been given a list of items that Scott Martin sells through his store. We are offered club discounts, 
which can be seen on a flier during club meetings. Reach out to John for more details. 
 

 
 

https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login

