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NEXT CLUB MEETING 

8th October 2024 
Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre,  

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

Basics Classes @ 6.00pm 

General Meeting @ 7.00pm 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 
0432 461 025 

 
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
PO Box 486 
Summerhill NSW 2130 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

  
President John 

Vice President Oli 
Secretary David 
Treasurer Bryan 
Newsletter Editor Oli 
Committee Frank, Ty above 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Full membership $40 

Concession  $25 

Family   $55 

Pensioner  $25 

Note – 2024/25 fees are due.  
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John or 

Bryan). 
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EDITORIAL MATTERS 
 

We’re jam packaged this month! Keep the articles 

coming… 

 

We always welcome any contributions from members, 

so if you have a project underway, have a query, want 

to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale 

to share, please get in contact via 

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the 

Committee members.   

 

 

 

  

mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au/
mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
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NEW VENUE! (a reminder) 

Just a quick reminder from the editor – we are at a new location now in Ashbury. The response from members at 

September’s meeting was extremely positive (the committee is also in the process of organising tea & coffee going 

forward). 

Ashbury Senior Citizen’s Centre 

66 Princess Street, Ashbury NSW 2193 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP OVERDUE 

It’s the end of the financial year, so membership fees are due. Rates are as per page 1 and will last the next 12 

months.  

Fees help support the club and allows us to have the best presenters and provide the best services for the 

members.  

 

SCBC is on YouTube  

Don’t get any funny work from home ideas… Attending meetings in person is simply the best! 

 However, life can get in the way and sometimes you have to miss a meeting. Fortunately, one of our members 

has recorded the meetings and uploaded them to YouTube. Whilst they may not be there every month, it’s a 

great resource tool to watch back and listen to that piece of information you can’t quite recall! 

Thank you for recording these meetings, Toby, we hope to see more in the future. 

Sydney City Bonsai Club September Meeting 2024  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCQbzvyD-Qw&t=100s
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MONTHLY MEETING RECAP - September                    

New venue, new SCBC. It’s workshop and gettin’ dirty 

time – well, not quite during the September meeting. 

Instead, we had our beginner’s workshop and then a 

presentation from Gary Uebergang. John explained all 

about maples and how branches grow on a tree / bonsai. 

It’s pivotal to understand this when developing 

branching.  

In the main meeting, Gary gave a presentation to 

everyone. He has a keen taste for natives and doesn’t 

subscribe to any particular styling constraints. Instead, he 

focuses on what he believes looks beautiful about a tree 

or plant and shows that off.  

Gary brought a number of plants with him, including a water gum group, melaleuca armillaris forest, claret top, 

and baeckea. Gary’s talk emphasised that Australian Natives all behave differently, and can be designed to suit 

the particular plant. They are generally quite thirsty. However his mix whilst gritty, isn’t void of organics 

completely. Additionally, because natives grow to their own rhythm, you can often get up and out branching 

quite easily without wire. This allows a lot of clip and grow (like you can with a Chinese elm).  

Gary was very generous with the number of plants he showed off – he also brought the branch of a lemon-

scented gum – which he passed around the crowd to show its magnificent smell (it was fantastic).  

All in all, he showed how easy it is to have a diverse collection of bonsai – if you introduce natives. All grow 

slightly differently and they have so many advantageous qualities over exotics. Fast development, wonderful 

bark from a young age, small leaves (except for eucalyptus!).  

     

Editors note: go pick up from tube stock or seed from Harvest Seeds & Native Plants Nursery.  

 

 

https://www.harvestseeds-nativeplants.com.au/
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Display trees – September 
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October MEETING AGENDA – Flowering & Budding 

Display Trees 
Look, we’re probably a month or two late – but if you have a 

budding or flowering plant to display, bring it along! We hear Chris 

has a beauty… 

We would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be put on the 

display table. If you arrive late, please respect the space, and try 

and not block other’s trees.  

Refer to the yearly program for future display drees.  

Meeting Agenda 

1. Workshop 

Members to bring at least one tree to work on. We are taking a workshop focus this month. This is a great 

opportunity to get advice from our experienced members.   

2. Sales Night (on the side) 

A focused sale night, where members can sell pot, accent, tree, soil, tools and alike! Please label with your name 

/ price. Refer to the next page for more details.  

 

October BASICS LESSON 9 – Figs, Natives & Defoliation 

Figs, Natives and Defoliation this month! 

 

The Basics lessons start at 6.00 p.m. and end at 7.00 p.m. in time for the General Meeting so best be on-time. 

 

If any members plan on attending the training session on Tuesday 8th, would they please advise John by email at 

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au that they will be attending.  
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CLUB SALE NIGHT - October 

During the October meeting, we will have a more ‘focused’ club sale night. As Petersham RSL made it difficult to 

bring a lot of stuff to meetings, the committee feels our sales desk has been lacking for the past 6 months. So, 

bring along as much as you’d like to sell to other members.  

This is a great opportunity to clear or add to your bench space!  

Please put your name and price for any sales. This makes it easier for the buyer! 

Also, a donation of 10% of the sale price is expected, as is customary. All proceeds will go towards presentations 

/ club services back to members. 

 

 

(Trees pictured are not actually mine or for sale)  
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Recycling gritty material from used potting mix – Chris Denton 

Being a bit tight-fisted or environmentally friendly (take your pick), I like the idea of re-cycling the gritty material 

from my used potting mix.  There are arguments for and against the practice. 

On the “for” side: 

• It reuses a resource. 

• Replacement gritty material can be expensive to purchase. 

• Disposing used bonsai potting material should be done properly – strictly speaking, it should not go in 

the garbage bin so recycling is good – right? 

On the “against” side: 

• The re-cycling process can be a bit messy and time consuming. 

• Some material does not re-cycle well (e.g. pumice – it breaks down). 

• Repeatedly re-cycling material may result in the loss of its sharp edges, which not a preferred outcome. 

• If the soil has been contaminated with, say, a soil transmitted virus, recycling the material may transmit 

the virus, if not specifically treated. 

So, there seems to be sound case not to recycle.  Personally, I think it is worth the effort and the “against” 

possibilities are manageable. There are probably many ways to separate the wanted material - but this is how I 

do it. 

 
For my process, as shown in above, you will need: 

• A large (plastic?) container, say 50L or more capacity 

• A couple of pieces of wood to straddle the large plastic container. 

• A large 5mm (plastic) sieve from Bunnings or other outlet. 

• A largish but fine stainless steel spaghetti strainer. 

• Two solid buckets (bigger ones preferred). 

• A water hose with trigger nozzle, adjusted to a jet setting. 

• A plastic milk crate. 
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The process (best on a sunny day – thongs and short suggested): 

• Locate the large plastic container on the back lawn which in my case has a conveniently slope on it. 

• Put the two pieces or wood on the top of the container and sit the plastic sieve on top of them. 

• Half-fill one of the buckets with water. 

• Put the milk crate next to the container and sit on it. 

• Load an amount of used soil into the sieve and blast it with the water jet from the hose.  The amount 

you put in will be sorted out as you repeat the process.  Fine grit and dirt will be washed through into 

the container. 

• When the filtrate is relatively clear turn the water jet off and tip what is in the sieve into the half-filled 

bucket. 

• Agitate the contents & skim off all the suspended material above the level of the grit in the bucket by 

running the fine sieve through it – it will be organic matter.  Agitate and repeat a number of times until 

there is no organic matter left.  The organic material can go on the garden, compost heap, etc. 

• Decant the water from the bucket into the empty bucket. 

• Take the wet gritty contents of the bucket and tip it onto a concrete or other impervious surface and 

allow to drain. 

• Load up the coarse sieve with more used soil and repeat the process.  Use the dirty water in the half-

filled bucket over again and top it up with water from the large container if required. 

• When you have processed all the used soil there will be water for the garden or lawn and, sand and grit 

in the bottom of the large container.  I batch load this sand/grit into the fine sieve and blast it with the 

jet from the hose to reclaim this as well.  A few fines are good.  This is added to the pile which is 

draining. 

• What is finally left in the large container is water, sand and silt which goes on the lawn or garden. 

I generally leave the grit to drain and get some UV treatment for several days, turning it over 

occasionally.   

 

This process may be less attractive for people living in a unit but a suitably modified, scale-down version is 

possible. 

 

Editor note: feel free to use recycled material in grow pots for developing trees that need more soil – or even for 

propagation. 
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Lantana Madnesss – Lee Wright 

I gave up on roses as too much like hard work and insufficient flowering.  I bought 8 lantana Chelsea Gold and 

planted them in the front yard. Easy Peasy. No special care, they flower 9 months of the year, in flower most of 

the time. No pests or diseases… what’s not to like. They are hybrids and not the rampant cream/pink lantana that 

invades everywhere it can. The hybrids do sprout and I have had several starters in the garden but the hybrids are 

not invasive. 

This is my front yard most of the year… I have two pairs of hedges and they flower constantly. 

 

Every couple of years I lift them to control the roots and replant.  This year I kept two for bonsai and re-spaced 

the rest.  In several months the hedges will be brightening my villa complex for another year. 

But back to the two I kept out for bonsai.   They have been potted in training pots to re-establish the roots.   One 

never quivered a leaf, the other is just starting to recover from trauma mode.   Sadly, I have bonded with one.  It 

is far too big for me but fool or otherwise, I am keeping it.   I have ordered one of Kate’s plastic bonsai pots to 

minimise weight and then the issue arises about a stand.   I was in the Salvation Army retail outlet in Rockdale 

and saw a nest of tables, Queen Anne style.   $35.  Now I don’t like Queen Anne style, and I didn’t want a nest so 

I went to the counter and offered $20 for the smallest table.  Prompt agreement.  A good size cascade stand for 

$20 - how good is that. 

The pot is being posted from Brisbane.  Pot cost $12.50, postage $22 but it is the weight - or lack thereof that I 

am after.  And these are really great bonsai pots.   They look like ceramic bonsai pots and weigh a fraction 

of what a ceramic pot does.   
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Lantana and stand with friend 

 

Lantana and stand with another friend, not quite so up 

close and personal.   This is not a Kate’s bonsai pot, this is 

a basic training pot.   But you get the idea.  You have to 

think of the tree in full foliage and flower.  It will be a 

stunning bonsai - great nebari and the glory of the hot 

coloured flowers will surely highlight any bonsai bench.  I 

reckon a few months before it is flowering.   Final styling 

has not yet been done.  I am letting the tree rest and 

recover but it is doing very well. 

 

I really like lantana.  I know they are classed as noxious 

weeds and the pink/cream definitely is.  But the hybrids 

are unjustly tarred with the same brush.   They flower 

profusely over a long period of time.  I periodically take 

the hedge cutters to them and reduce the size and they 

are flowering again in weeks.   As bonsai, they definitely 

brighten the bench and bring joy just looking at the vibrant 

flowers.  I say again, what is not to like. 

 

  



 

 
Sydney City Bonsai Club Newsletter October 2024 Page 12 

BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER 
 

Another wonderful before and after for this month. A Picea Abies (not a common species in Australia) – this 

plant prefers cool areas. 

        

      2009            2024 

Source: Facebook user: Marco Merschel 

 
FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE 
 

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone 

interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.  

 

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like! 

 

     Sydney City Bonsai Club 

 

ARTICLE OF INTEREST 
 
Bonsaify – How to Create and Improve Exposed Root Bonsai 
Take a read about how to create and improve exposed root bonsai here. Takes a little patience and is often a less 
‘controlled’ outcome – which can often birth visually stunning results. 
Bonsaify | How to Create and Improve Exposed Root Bonsai 
 
Please reach out to the editor if you’d like to read any of the other clubs newsletters, or articles.  

  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555990136853
https://www.bonsaify.com/blogs/news-and-more/how-to-create-and-improve-exposed-root-bonsai
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John 

1. Fertilizing: We’re now into the growing season with most deciduous trees in full leaf. Increase fertilizing 

frequency. Slow release combined with organic liquid fertilizer is best. For newly repotted trees be 

careful not to over fertilize with chemical high nitrogen fertilizers which can damage new roots. Best not 

to fertilize for about two weeks after repotting.  Natives can be fed with the same fertilizers as exotics, 

just avoid high phosphorus fertilizers such as those recommended for encouraging flowers. 

2. Watch out for the strong winds we’ve been getting lately. Not only can the wind blow pots over and 

break them but the wind can dry out the soil very quickly, especially once the temperatures increase. 

Also monitor maples for leaf burn. Sydney weather is not kind to maples so you may have to move them 

to a sheltered spot or even indoors on hot windy days. 

3. Maples, Elms and Crepe Myrtles in refinement need constant tip pruning to increase ramification. Ones 

still in development can be left to grow uninhibited to develop the trunk and branches. 

4. Some Australian native trees are setting flower buds e.g. Callistemon (bottle brush), so no pruning until 

after the flowering. This applies to all spring flowering native trees. Also stand all native trees in shallow 

trays of water as they are guzzlers. 

5. Once Figs begin to show good new growth they can be repotted, usually up until the end of November. 

You can also do major pruning at the same time. Add plenty of organic and slow-release fertilizer to the 

potting mix. The first defoliation can be done as well. Spray cut leaf stems with water to prevent the 

milky sap from dripping on leaves a leaving a stain. Place Figs in full sun for maximum growth. 

6. Azaleas can be pruned heavily and trimmed after flowering. In Sydney, Satzuki Azaleas flower later than 

others, usually around October. Check for leaf sucking insects and if necessary commence spraying and 

continue until the end of Summer. 

7. Monitor pines for candle growth and continue your candle pinching routine. Allow JBP candles to 

develop in spring until the green tips of the needles become just visible. As each individual candle 

displays the minute tips IMMEDIATELY remove the candle totally. The only exception would be where 

you are trying to extend the branch, then you may choose to leave some of the candles. Once the 

needles have expanded more than 2 - 3 mm it is not as effective. 

8. Junipers should be showing good new growth. Best not to prune new growth until the end of Spring. 

9. Check all trees that you wired through winter. As the tree begins to grow in Spring the wire will cut into 

the bark causing scarring which may never be repaired. Check regularly and remove before it begins to 

cut in. 

10. Collection of Yamadori can still be done. 

11. Air layering of Pines and Junipers can be done now. 

12. Start planning the repotting of Natives. Once the weather becomes warmer you can start repotting. 

13. Keep weeds under control as they can rob the tree of nutrients. 

 

Sources:  

AusBonsai Wiki 

“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff  
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AusBonsai WikiWEATHER TRENDS - David 
 
Keep an eye on your watering schedule.  The climate has changed and is changing. Be careful of fluctuating heat 

with your recently repotted trees. 

 

Upcoming weather 

     

 
Average Weather 
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SCBC 2024 PROGRAM  

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further 

refinement & information will be in the newsletter prior to the meeting! 

 

Month Display Trees Meeting 

February Summer holiday treasures 2023 trees revisited & workshop 

March Forest, multi trunk or fusion Problem trees & workshop 

April Natives Natives demonstration 
Saturday - Scott Martin Demonstration 

May Unusual trees/species Stands and Soe, winter prep & workshop 

June Slanting style Favourite trees  

July Root Over Rock Clinton Nesci demonstration / workshop  

August Twists and turns AGM, Wiring & workshop 

September Cascade / Semi cascade Garry Uebergang & Workshop 

October Flowering & Budding Flowering and SALE NIGHT! 

November Figs Figs and Ingrid Bauer “judging” talk 

December Xmas Xmas Party 

 
BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS 

 
 

Date Club Links 

 Bonsai Society of 
Australia 

Visit their website – www.bonsai.asn.au  

 Illawarra Bonsai Society Visit their website –  www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org   

 Bonsai Society of South 
Australia website 

Website is worth a visit – www.bonsaisa.org.au 

 Yarra Valley Bonsai  Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au  

 Victorian Native Bonsai 
Club  

Visit their website – www.vicnativebonsai.com.au - 
well worth a look. 

19-20 Oct– Annual 
Show 

School of Bonsai Visit their website 
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au 

12th-13th October Canberra Bonsai Society Put out a good newsletter - visit their website –  
www.cbs.org.au 

 Central Coast Bonsai 
Club 

For more details go to  
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au 

 Bonsai Society of 
Sydney 

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au  

8-10th November – 
Annual Show 

Newcastle Bonsai 
Society 

Check out 
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/ 

16-19th  May 2025 37th AABC National 
Convention 

Event Details 

5-6th Oct 2024 
Annual Show 

Goulburn Bonsai Club Goulburn Bonsai Society Exhibition 2024 - AusBonsai 

  

http://www.bonsai.asn.au/
http://www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org/
http://www.bonsaisa.org.au/
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au/
http://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/
http://www.schoolofbonsai.com.au/
http://www.cbs.org.au/
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au/
http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au/
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/
https://bonsaiclubsaustralia.org.au/events/
https://www.ausbonsai.com.au/forum/viewtopic.php?t=31470
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Club discount – Bonsai-En 

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En online 

store. 

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many 

types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s login 

details.  

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will 

provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store. 

Bonsai-En Login 

 

Club discount – Bonsai Matsu 
 
The club has been given a list of items that Scott Martin sells through his store. We are offered club discounts, 
which can be seen on a flier during club meetings. Reach out to John for more details. 
 

 
 

https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login

