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NEXT CLUB MEETING

i/A% Sydney City BonsaiClub

13t August2024

Petersham RSL

301 Trafalgar St, Petersham NSW 2049
Basics Classes @ 6.00pm

General Meeting @ 7.00pm

CONTACT DETAILS

0432 461 025
- info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
. http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au

@@ PO Box 486
2= Summerhill NSW 2130

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Patron TBA
President John
Vice President Ol
Secretary David
Treasurer Bryan

Program Manager Lee
Newsletter Editor Oli
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EDITORIAL MATTERS

Committee Frank & above
MEMBERSHIP

Full membership $40
Concession $25
Family S55
Pensioner $25

Note — 2024/25 fees are due.
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John or
Bryan).

We're jam packaged this month! Keep the articles
coming...

We always welcome any contributions from members,
so if you have a project underway, have a query, want
to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale
to  share, please get in contact  via
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the
Committee members.

W PETERSHAM RsL
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) - August

Howdy club members!

The club’s AGM is this month, the committee welcomes any new people and or challenges for position! Joining
the committee assists in the workload and shaping of the club.

All club members have the right to vote for their future reps, so please exercise your right!

MEMBERSHIP DUE

It’s the end of the financial year, so membership fees are due. Rates are as per page 1 and will last the next 12
months. Please pay before the end of July.

We have a fantastic array of services, presentations and plans for the next 12 months, so please ensure you
support the club.

SCBC on YouTube?

Don’t get any funny work from home ideas... Attending meetings in person is simply the best!

However, life can get in the way and sometimes you have to miss a meeting. Fortunately, one of our members
has recorded the meetings and uploaded them to YouTube. Whilst they may not be there every month, it’s a
great resource tool to watch back and listen to that piece of information you can’t quite recall!

Thank you for recording these meetings, Toby, we hope to see more in the future.

Sydney City Bonsai Club July Meeting 2024
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MONTHLY MEETING RECAP - July

The editor was away in July, so any details should be taken
with a grain of salt. However, it was a terrible month to miss,
because the club were fortunate enough to have Clinton
Nesci from the well known Ray Nesci Bonsai Nursery in Dural.
Clinton, son of Ray, is a fantastic bonsai professional in his
own right and he showed up to a strong crowd of almost 40
people. This is certainly more than Hut 44 would’ve been
able to accommodate!

Clinton wasn’t informed or aware of the club’s display tree
theme for July, which was “Root Over Rock”. This practice, is
where a tree is trained to look like a tree that has grown from
cracks or crevices, and clung on for life around a physical
object. Locally, this can be best seen on coastlines where
plants such as the Kunzea cascades out off the ledges of the
sanstone cliffs. Other examples might be where a ‘strangling’
fig grows from the canopy of its host tree, clinging around it.

For bonsai enthusiasts, we typically use rocks — so the object
doesn’t breakdown over the plant’s lifetime.

Clinton is known for his horticultural practices, but actually
might be a psychic, because he decided to bring along a
demonstration for root over rock creation! He first showed
everyone an example of a root-over-rock that Ray started decades ago.
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For more information, have a watch of the YouTube video on page 2, but some unique takeaways Clinton offered
where:

e Use thinner roots, so they can be fixed into the crevices and will thicken over time

e Best done at the optimum repotting time for the plant in question

e Decidious trees (elms, maples) and ficus are some of the best candidates

e Use a HARD rock — sandstone will be crushed by the roots over time

e Learn how to make a clay based muck and cover the roots.

e Use gladwrap around the muck, then secure with a bike inner tube — this prevents wire cutting into the roots
e Think about the planting angle when attached to the rock, don’t get too carried away with just the roots!

e Leave roots hanging out the bottom of the muck, to grow into a soil medium in a separate pot.

Clinton then took the opportunity to give advice to a number of members, including a monsterous fig from David,
a red pine (cultivar) from James and a trident maple from Alex.
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August MEETING AGENDA - Twists & Turns

Display Trees
When trees grow without human intervention, the weather

and natural forces shape the way it grows. We can try mimic
this in the world of Bonsai, so please bring along your trees
with twists and turns!

We would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be put on
the display table. If you arrive late, please respect the space,
and try and not block other’s trees.

Refer to the yearly program for future display drees.

Meeting Agenda

We will have a more intimate meeting this month, as we
have a number of demonstrations coming up.

1. AGM

All positions are available for election. We’d love new faces on the committee, and it requires just one night a
month outside of meetings to catch up and discuss club matters. It’s pivotal we have depth in our committee, so
please take time to consider if you’d like to help the club be sustainable & grow.

2. Upcoming items discussion
We will provide final details about the Canberra dig. Please refer to later in this Newsletter. We will also remind
members about some other upcoming nights and a trip to Ray Nesci’s nursery in September.

3. Presentation on artificial rocks — James & Neville
Neville & James have put their hands up to give a rundown on making artificial rocks. It’s a messy process so can’t
be done live, but it’s a highly advantageous option — as the rocks are far lighter to move around.

4. Wiring & Workshop
Workshops are back. Do your trees need a repotting? Should you do a thread graft before buds open? Bring your
tree along and ask other members!

August BASICS LESSON 7 - Shaping, Pruning, Yamadori and air layering!

This lesson will be all about shaping and pruning your bonsai. We'll also discuss wild tree collection (Yamadori)
and give a demonstration for air layering — which is great to do this time of year.

The Basics lessons start at 6.00 p.m. and end at 7.00 p.m. in time for the General Meeting so best be on-time.

If any members plan on attending the training session on Tuesday 13th, would they please advise John by email
at info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au that they will be attending.
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Other Upcoming demonstrators / Meetings

September — Garry Uebergang

Garry Uebergang grew up on the Darling Downs and loved growing vegetables. One Christmas his wife gave him
a bonsai for Christmas, and he joined the Sakura Bonsai Club on the upper North Shore. He spent a lot of time
with Ric Roberts and Noel Summerell, learning aspects of the craft. He has quite a few varieties of figs, pines
and cedars, azaleas, various maples and a growing collection of natives. Garry did extremely well in the 2024
Royal Easter Show gaining Championships for his stunning crepe myrtle and his baeckea.

Garry is our guest speaker in September and will be bringing his take on our native bonsai. It will be a great
meeting to attend.

October — CLUB SALE NIGHT

We understand that bringing sale items can be a bit of effort at our current location, so whilst you are welcome
to sell at each meeting via the sale table, the club is looking to do a collective sale where members try to bring a
number of items in. This will be discussed more in the August meeting.

November — Ingrid Bauer

Ingrid has agreed to talk on “judging” at our November 12" meeting. This can sometimes be a difficult element
of bonsai to understand, where lots of subjectivity comes into it. However, there’s quite often a quite strict
structure with multiple opinions. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn how to win your next competition...
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Canberra Yamadori Dig - August 18th

18t of August. Canberra. That’s the date. Lock it in.
Please advise John or Oli on Tuesday night if you can attend, so that we can advise the Canberra club. This is a
great opportunity for our members.

Yamadori Tips & Tricks - Oli

So, you’ve never done a Yamadori? Here's a few tips and tricks that will make your collecting more fruitful and
fun. This is from my experience, and everyone has different techniques.

The most important thing is the health of the tree. So, take precautions to look after it and don’t just “wing it”

1. The first tree you see, probably isn’t the best. BE PICKY. You will thank yourself for picking one really
good tree, rather than 5 average ones.

2. Different species require different treatments:

a. Pines/Conifers often take preparation and you need to take a large amount of the rootball —
which makes Yamadori more risky.

b. Most deciduous trees can be taken bare root, as long as they have some fine roots near the
trunk

c. Natives usually need a lot of water after being dug up, you’ll need to bring that water!

3. Tools to bring: Secateurs, cipro saw (with pruning blade), shovel, water spray bottle, mattock, trolley or
wheelbarrow, something to wrap your tree in afterwards! Remember, the better tools you bring, the
more energy you'll save.

4. Prepare your pots before you leave. You’ll want to pot your trees up as soon as you get home, so
prepare the pots/soil beforehand!

5. Bring sunblock, water and food. Yamadori collecting can take longer than you think.

6. Put a clear plastic bag around the plant whilst it’s regaining strength and growing roots. You don’t want
to sit the tree in full sun straight away, as it is probably living with far less roots than the foliage needs.

7. Don’t fertilise your trees for at least 6 months after Yamadori collecting, these roots are sensitive, and
the tree should have enough energy to get it through for half a year.

8. Use cut putty where you cut the tap root or large roots - this
decreases the chance for any diseases.

| have repotted my Prunus and Pyracantha Yamadori from last year —

both trees have grown fibrous roots much closer to the trunk, which

has allowed the bigger roots to be cut back further this year. There’s no
rush, I'd rather the tree is alive, than try and rush to save one year.

Lessons:

e You don’t need as much soil as you think. Treat it like you would
when slip potting. | generally had too much soil which meant it was
wetter than | thought.

e REMOVE THE OLD SOIL. The only places the roots didn’t grow, was
the old clay soil. | should’ve removed all of it prior to potting up (for
these deciduous plants).

e Ifit’s a hardy species, don’t be scared of cutting the tree down lower
than you think. I'm probably a year behind on my pyracantha
because of it.
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BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER

Before - 2013

Between

After - 2024

Credit: Pablo Delgado Carmona (Facebook)
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Swap Table

There will be a Swap Table at the next meeting which will be
stocked with whatever is brought along AND surplus trees from
our street stall. Members are encouraged to contribute to the
table so if you have surplus tree(s) or materials bring them along.
Having some loose change available may see you with a bargain.

To make things easy, owners should attach a price (even if it is
free) and their name to their offerings. Also, a donation of 10%
of the sale price is expected. The donation which should be
included in the sale price, goes towards Club activities which all
members are a beneficiary of.

Donations exceeding $50 for the year will result in a free membership at the club the following year. So, get
selling!

Bryan has recently brought some of his hand-made pots. We will always welcome any homemade pots!

FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone
interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like!

Sydney City Bonsai Club

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

Root pruning a small trident maple — Wirrabarra August Newsletter

Trident maples grow a prolific amount of roots. They’re quite hardy and can take a hard root prune — so, focus on
the thick roots and leave lots of fine feeder roots. Ruth gives a series of photos and descriptions on how to properly
root prune tridents. A good read!

lllawarra Bonsai Club Newsletter — Pots and Pot Selection
Georgina Kretschmar has included a lengthy piece on the history of bonsai pots and explains all the different

shapes, sizes, finishes and colours. This is an excellent guide for pot selection to refer back to!

Please reach out to the editor if you’d like to read any of the other clubs newsletters, or articles.
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John

10.

Sources:

August is likely to be the busiest month because of the repotting of deciduous trees. The ideal time
depends on the species and local climate but is best done when the leaf buds swell but have not burst.

As Winter wanes, return any tropicals that you might have brought inside for protection against frost, to
outside.

Ensure all trees requiring wiring have been done and prepare to monitor them all through spring to
ensure they do not suffer wire cutting in.

Start fertilising evergreen trees again.

Thus is the best time to collect deciduous Yamadori or to lift, root prune and replant trees from gardens
for further growth.

Major redesign and work on trees can done now. It is easier to see the ‘structure’ of deciduous trees
while they are bare.

Grafting of Pines and other evergreens.

Melaleuca cuttings can be taken now of half-ripe lateral shoots.

For species susceptible to mildew it’s worth another spray with Lime Sulphur.

Watch pines for needles separating in the candles — this is the right opportunity to do some candle

breaking to distribute energy evenly across the tree.

AusBonsai Wiki
“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff
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WEATHER TRENDS - David

While Sydney has been colder that usual in the past few weeks this not off the scale. To some extent the apparent
temperature is affecting our view on how cold it has been. The BoM is predicting that temperatures may be below
average for the rest of winter but | won’t be changing my plans for repotting in the next 2-3 Months.

Upcomming Weather
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SCBC 2024 PROGRAM

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further
refinement & information will be in the newsletter prior to the meeting!

Month Display Trees Meeting
February Summer holiday treasures 2023 trees revisited & workshop
March Forest, multi trunk or fusion Problem trees & workshop
April Natives Natives demonstration
Saturday - Scott Martin Demonstration
May Unusual trees/species Stands and Soe, winter prep & workshop
June Slanting style Favourite trees
July Root Over Rock Clinton Nesci demonstration / workshop
August Twists and turns AGM, Wiring & workshop
September Cascade / Semi cascade Garry Uebergang & Workshop
October Flowering Flowering and SALE NIGHT!
November Figs Figs and Ingrid Bauer “judging” talk
December Xmas Xmas Party
BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS
Date Club Links
6-8"" Sept — Annual  Bonsai Society of Visit their website — www.bonsai.asn.au
Show Australia

31" Aug -1 Sept

Illawarra Bonsai Society
Bonsai Society of South
Australia website

Yarra Valley Bonsai
Victorian Native Bonsai

Exhibition Club
19-20 Oct— Annual School of Bonsai
Show

8-10'" November —
Annual Show

16-19'" May 2025

Canberra Bonsai Society

Central Coast Bonsai
Club

Bonsai Society of
Sydney

Newcastle Bonsai
Society

37t AABC National
Convention

Visit their website — www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org
Website is worth a visit — www.bonsaisa.org.au

Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
Visit their website — www.vicnativebonsai.com.au -
well worth a look.

Visit their website

www.schoolofbonsai.com.au

Put out a good newsletter - visit their website —
www.cbs.org.au

For more details go to
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au

Check out
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/

Event Details
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Victorian Native Bonsai Club Exhibition

VICTORIAN NATIVE BONSAI CLUB
10th Symposium & Bonsai Exhibition

Sharing our learnings of Australian Plants as Bonsai

Treacy Centre

126 The Avenue, Parkville
10am - 4pm

Saturday 31st August
Sunday 1st September, 2024

Adults $7 Children under 16 free. Sales of pots and bonsai
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Club discount - Bonsai-En

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En online
store.

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many
types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s login
details.

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will
provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store.

Bonsai-En Login

www.Bonsai-En.shop

Club discount - Bonsai Matsu

The club has been given a list of items that Scott Martin sells through his store. We are offered club discounts,
which can be seen on a flier during club meetings. Reach out to John for more details.
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