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NEXT CLUB MEETING

AL
Y% Sydney City Bonsai Club

11*" June 2024

Petersham RSL

301 Trafalgar St, Petersham NSW 2049
Basics Classes @ 6.00pm

General Meeting @ 7.00pm

CONTACT DETAILS

. 0432 461 025

. info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
. http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au

PO Box 486
Summerhill NSW 2130

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Patron TBA
President John
Vice President oli
Secretary David
Treasurer Bryan

Program Manager Lee
Newsletter Editor Oli
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EDITORIAL MATTERS

Committee Frank + above
MEMBERSHIP

Full membership $40
Concession $25
Family $55
Pensioner $25

Note — 2023/24 fees are overdue.
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John).

We're jam packaged this month! Keep the articles
coming...

We always welcome any contributions from members,
so if you have a project underway, have a query, want
to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale
to  share, please get in contact  via
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the
Committee members.
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MONTHLY MEETING RECAP - May

The May meeting had a fantastic turn out of over 25 people. The display theme was ‘unusual trees’ — where we
were treated with exposed root junipers, bamboo and some othe trees that are so weird, the editor can’t even
recognise them!

The theme of the night, was stands, Soe and displaying trees. We were fortunate to have John bring a selection
of his own accent plants and discuss the ease in which you can propogate and grow them. As pointed out, often
it’s hard to find pots, but when you do, they’re usually very cheap and hand made! John showed a number of his
own collection, including some that hadn’t been repotted in years, which like bonsai shows how restricting root
growth really slows down the growth of a plant.

Bryan then gave a discussion on different stands that he had brought along. Some takeaways were:

1. Functionality (high so you can display a cascade bonsai?)
2. Matching elegance — don’t have a thick wood stand with a delicate bonsai
3. Matching displays — if your tree is already on a slab, why put another slab underneath?

Oli then did a demonstration on creating your own lava-rock moss sculpture. These can be used as accent plants
or just to enjoy at home!

Step 1

Get a piece of lava rock (usually costs around $1 from an aquarium shop) and collect some moss. Moss that has
longer stems work better, as it creates depth to your design, but also it’s easier to work with. Also find yourself a
fern or small plant to attach to the top. Try make sure everything has been sanitized (tools, fungicides etc.)

Step 2

Remove all the dirt under the moss. The idea is

to allow the rhizoids to attach themselves to

the rock, rather than just plonking the dirt on I
the top of the rock. 4
Step 3

Spray the rock with water and attach the roots

of the fern around the rock and either use
aquarium glue or rubber bands to secure it

Step 5

Attach with tweezers the moss and different
types of moss to the rock, nestleing it between

the roots.

Step 6

Keep the whole thing misted in a glass o
container under weak grow lights for a couple

of months as the rhyzoids attach themsleves to

the rock. Humitidy is king!
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Upcoming demonstrators

July — Clinton Nesci

Clinton Nesci will be holding a presentation for us in July! Clinton, a director at Ray Nesci Bonsai Nursery (Dural)
is trained in horticulture and recently judged the Central Coast Bonsai Open. Clinton’s kind nature and depth of
bonsai knowledge makes him an excellent demonstrator.

If there are any supplies you wish for him to bring, please let the Committee know before 30" June. This will be
mentioned at the June Meeting.

The AGM has been moved to August.

September — Garry Uebergang

Garry Uebergang grew up on the Darling Downs and loved growing vegetables. One Christmas his wife gave him
a bonsai for Christmas and he joined the Sakura Bonsai Club on the upper North Shore. He spent a lot of time
with Ric Roberts and Noel Summerell, learning aspects of the craft. He has quite a few varieties of figs, pines
and cedars, azaleas, various maples and a growing collection of natives. Garry did extremely well in the 2024
Royal Easter Show gaining Championships for his stunning crepe myrtle and his baeckea.

Garry is our guest speaker in September and will be bringing his take on our native bonsai. It will be a great
meeting to attend.
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JUNE MEETING AGENDA - Favourite Trees

Display Trees
Whilst the program does say ‘slanting’ — we’ve decided to keep the options open. Bring either a slanting tree or
your favourite tree.

As always, try do your best to utilise stands and accent plants!

We would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be put on the display table. If you arrive late, please respect
the space, and try and not block other’s trees.

Refer to the yearly program for future display drees.

Meeting Agenda

We will have a more intimate meeting this month, as we have a number of demonstrations coming up.

1. Upcoming items discussion
We have a busy few months coming up.

July - Clinton Nesci
August - AGM
September - Garry Uebergang

Member’s collection visits?

2. Favourite Trees

Come show and tell your favourite trees. If comfortable to, be prepared to give a little talk about your tree, if you
have old photos even better! You’re more than welcome to bring a number of the same tree to showcase your
skill or bias toward one species.

3. Workshop
Please try and keep mess to a minimum at our location. Wire your deciduous, clean out your pines or watch
someone else doing it?

June BASICS LESSON 5

The editor was wrong in May, this month is actually repotting! Topics will include:
e Repotting overview,
e When to repot,
e Repotting demonstration,

Things to do in June.

The Basics lessons start at 6.00 p.m. and end at 7.00 p.m. in time for the General Meeting so best be on-time.

If any members plan on attending the training session on Tuesday 9th, would they please advise John by email at
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au that they will be attending.
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Rafts - CONTINUED!

In the May newsletter, there was a discussion around raft styled bonsai. Well, check out this Melaleuca
Leucodendron (Est 2018). Located at the Mt Coot-tha Botanic Garden Bonsai House in Brisbane. What is a
wonderful showcase of the raft style bonsai with a native species should be an inspiration to all!

AABC Brisbane Bonsai Convention - Lee

It was good!! Really good. Well organised, lots to learn, great demos and a good sale area.

Friday was an optional bus tour of a major bonsai nursery and Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens. The nursery was
chockablock with VERY interesting stock plants and it was hard to say no but plants cannot be taken from
Queensland to other states due to their fire ant infestation. They had a selection of interesting rocks of all sizes
but the pots were standard commercial. Mt Coot-Tha was beautiful and there were several hours to walk around
the large gardens.

Saturday the sales area opened to delegates at 8 am and was flooded immediately with eager buyers. A most
interesting and very large selection of plastic bonsai pots in all the shapes of traditional ceramic pots, half the
price and a quarter the weight. See the separate article on Kate’s Bonsai Pots. Pots, stands, sueseki - all you needed
was money and room in your luggage.

Koji Hiramatsu was the lead demonstrator, a wry, smiling Japanese bonsai master who made the audience laugh
when he said his father had died last year which ended Koji's 35 year apprenticeship. Koji’s English was good, his
humour was good and his twinkling eyes and smile drew everyone in. He deserved his Master title as he
manipulated a juniper into a lovely bonsai. Koji was partway through his demonstration and doing the wiring so
Martin Walters came on stage to work on making a large slab from chicken wire and tile cement. The two worked
together giving the audience lots to watch and absorb. Cameras and screens ensured all could see the details of
the demonstrations with the camera swivelling from one workplace to the next as work progressed on the tree
and the pot.
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Koji Hiramatsu and his juniper at the start of the demonstration

And at the end of the demo.
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Martin Walker is a New Zealand bonsai addict who has been doing bonsai for well over a decade and only doing
pots for 3 years and it tickled him that his first overseas demo was on pots and not bonsai. But he knew what he
was doing and it was fascinating to watch him work.

By the end of the first day Koji’s juniper was looking superb and Martin has at the stage of letting the top of the
slab dry before turning it over to work the bottom the next day. The juniper was auctioned that evening at the
convention dinner and the gavel dropped at $900. The next day the slab went to the bidder who offered $1500.

Koji also styled a large Melaleuca claret tops with 4 trunks. He showed his mastery of bonsai as he had never
worked on an Aussie native before but styled the tree in an Australian style, leaving the four trunks which was
interesting.

Melaleuca claret tops

Sunday Koji spent the day styling 3 small junipers, creating lots of jins while Andrew Sellman styled a large
Clerendendron that he had dug up several years earlier and was now ready to start its bonsai journey. The tree
was a jumble of branches that he had let grow with only a bit of shaping on the major cascade branch. He had
had a good chance to study the tree and his styling was informative and excellent. He was keeping the tree and
had great plans for its future development.
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First styling done with some preliminary carving to bring more interest to the wood and tie the jins to the jinned
roots
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In the afternoon Lindsay and Glynis Bebb styled a large camilla and also announced that they were retiring and
this was their last major demonstration. The Bebbs have been extremely prominent in Australian bonsai and
Lindsay has demonstrated at a major Japanese bonsai show as well as other international shows.

in 2025 the AABC Bonsai Convention will be held in Canberra. It is a weekend well worth attending if you are
enthusiastic about bonsai.

More detailed articles on the demos to follow.

CLASSY PLASTIC POTS?

There’s a new pot line in — they were just in Queensland but have opened up online sales via the website. All
the pots are plastic, not just plastic which means lightweight, but beautifully made, looking like tokoname pots
and that’s pure class.

Prices are dirt cheap, quality is priceless. Many sizes and shapes and all elegantly refined. It is hard to tell they
are plastic and for training pots or selling trees pots... they fill the bill in a big way.

Kate’s Bonsai Pots 0419 705 611
katesbonsai@gmail.com

https://kates-bonsai-pots.square.site

AUSTRALIAN NATIVE BONSAI BOOK

Stephen Cullum has written the first new book on
Australian Bonsai in over 40 years. The book is due to be
released in June and we’ve included a summary that

Stephen has shared. K%\ Z} 7 f

Please consider supporting Stephen and his book. AUStralI an
Registration for advice of availability or pre-purchase Natl Ve Bonsal

requests can be made by email at w R/? W /t

australiannativebonsai@gmail.com.

étephen Cullum
£, R el S Ml N AET
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A new book on
Australian Native

Bonsai

Austra//an
Natfve Bonsa/

(\31 v

by Stephen Cullum

Available

Stephen Cullum
== e vP W 1 R 7 .

late June

e An examination of Australia’s climatic zones and habitat diversity which
have driven species diversity.

e The anatomy of the shapes of Australia’s native trees including an
exploration of the differences between broadleaf and conifer trees

e What to grow, and where to find them

e An extensive range of models for the styling of native broadleaf bonsai, in
an emerging ‘Australian Style’

e Cultivation practices and development processes

o lllustrations include bonsai created by Australia's leaders in native bonsai.

e 130 pages, 180 illustrations

Price: $38 plus $8 delivery to anywhere in Australia (delivery discounts available for

quantity)

Availability: Direct from australiannativebonsai@gmail.com

Register now by email for advice of availability or prepurchase.

About the author:

Stephen Cullum has over 35 years of bonsai experience and for many years has tutored,
demonstrated, and presented at clubs right along the east coast from Mackay to Hobart.

He has a particular interest in the distinctive nature of broadleaf bonsai aesthetics and is
known for his adoption of the mantra that we should ‘make our bonsai look like trees, not
our trees look like bonsai’. In 2016 he published ‘Bonsai Foundations’ to promote this
message. It has also supported a teaching program of the same name, which he has run
almost annually for 10 years. The book explores, in a practical fashion, both the aesthetic
and horticultural aspects of the craft and has found considerable appeal amongst
enthusiasts around Australia and internationally.

Since 2014 Stephen has moved his collection firmly in the direction of Australian native
species, seeing great potential in the diversity available to us. Since then, he has trialled
over 182 species from 82 genera and presented widely, promoting their use. He has now
published the first new book on the use of natives in bonsai in Australia, in over 40 years.
The book covers the horticultural aspects of native bonsai cultivation and development as
well as a thorough exploration of the inspiration and stylistic of models for a naturalistic
‘Australian style’.
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BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER

A new addition to the newsletter, is some design inspiration. We all have trees in our collection which might be
far from a head turner. Perhaps we need a little patience and vision?

So, bonsai before and after!

Before

APRIL 2001 MARCH 2002

After

Please reach out to the editor if you have any photos from 5+ years ago of a now magnificent tree.
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Swap Table

There will be a Swap Table at the next meeting which will be stocked
with whatever is brought along AND surplus trees from our street
stall. Members are encouraged to contribute to the table so if you
have surplus tree(s) or materials bring them along. Having some
loose change available may see you with a bargain. The Swap Table
was well supported at the August meeting.

To make things easy, owners should attach a price (even if it’s free)
and their name to their offerings. Also, a donation of 10% of the sale
price is expected. The donation which should be included in the sale
price, goes towards Club activities which all members are a beneficiary of.

Donations exceeding $50 for the year will result in a free membership at the club the following year. So, get
selling!

Bryan has recently brought some of his hand-made pots. We will always welcome any homemade pots!

FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone
interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like!

Sydney City Bonsai Club

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

AusBonsai — Seed to stunner 6 year competition

The Australian Bonsai forum “AusBonsai” are holding a Six-Year Australian Native Bonsai from Seed
Competition. Go have a look through on their forums and see if you’d be interested in competing! This requires
you to showcase a large range of skills.

Podcast time — A Bonsai Side Quest

Young Australian bonsai artists Hugh Grant and Jarryd Bailey have teamed up and are putting out podcasts semi-
regularly. Their podcasts talk about a range of topics, from their hiking adventures where they photograph trees,
to the botanical components of bonsai that are overlooked. Overall, their approach is casual, intellectual and is
easy to put on during a long car ride. They are clearly both very creatively minded, and it very much comes across
in their podcast. Link here!
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John

1. Winter is the time for shaping your trees, in particular deciduous trees are best shaped while you can
observe their structure and form without leaves to obscure it. Heavy pruning of all trees, wiring and
needle plucking of pines.

2. Cut back on the watering of all your trees to ensure they do not stay wet and develop root rot. A good
rule of thumb is to make sure that the soil is fairly dry before rewatering but then make sure that the
water penetrates and doesn't just run off. It’s better to water in the morning so that the excess water
has a chance to drain.

3. For trees that are prone to mildew (e.g. maples, crepe myrtles, oaks, roses, and olives) it's a good idea to
spray with lime-sulphur solution two- or three-times during Winter to kill the mildew spores and ensure
healthy green growth in Spring.

4. Although repotting deciduous trees is best done in late winter (August) as buds begin to swell, if you
have a lot of deciduous trees, you can start repotting and root pruning the trees as soon as they go into
dormancy (lose all their leaves) as early as June.

5. You can wire all species at this time so that the wire can be left on as long as possible. Let the tree dry
out a little because moisture swells the cells and makes the branches more brittle and therefore more
prone to breaking. While the trees are not actively growing the wire will not cut in and scar the tree as
much.

6. Deciduous trees will benefit from being in the sun during Winter as this helps with bud development
and healthier Spring growth.

7. If trees have developed a full coating of moss on the soil, then remove some to improve air circulation
and drainage through the soil. Put the excess moss in a shallow tray of soil and keep moist for use in
repotting in Spring.

Sources:

e AusBonsai Wiki
® “Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff
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WEATHER TRENDS

The Winter solstice is coming, the 21t of June! Which means we will soon revert back increasing daylight hours.
The editor has a tree he wishes didn’t block out most of his sun in Winter, but be mindful of getting sun on the
plants that rely on a heavy dose (junipers, pines, aussie natives).

Sydney (Observatory Hill) Average Daily Minimum Temperatures Sydney (Observatory Hill} Average Daily Maximum Temperatures

Pdar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Det Mov Dec Jan Feb | | Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Now Dec Jan Feb |

e Wi Y - A T e BV - 1Y —— Maximum- All yrs —— Maximum - 20yr

Reproduced by permission of Bureau of Meteoralogy, @ 2023 Commonwealth of Australia Reproducad by permission of Bureau of Meteorology, £ 2023 Commanwealth of Australia,

It is clear that the average temperature in Sydney has increased in the last 10 years when compared with the long
term averages. This should be taken into account when deciding the timing for maintenance tasks. Trees can be
repotted earlier in Spring or early Summer and later in Autumn than would previously have been recommended.
Deciduous trees retain their leaves longer and reshoot earlier.

Consider your own micro-climate too!
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SCBC 2024 PROGRAM - Lee Wright
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To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further
refinement & information will be provided in the newsletter prior to the meeting!

Month Display Trees Meeting
February Summer holiday treasures 2023 trees revisited & workshop
March Forest, multi trunk or fusion Problem trees & workshop
April Natives Natives demonstration
Saturday - Scott Martin Demonstration
May Unusual trees/species Stands and Soe, winter prep & workshop
June Slanting style Favourite trees
July Root Over Rock Clinton Nesci demonstration / workshop
August Twists and turns AGM, Wiring & workshop
September Cascade / Semi cascade Garry Uebergang & Workshop
October Flowering Flowering and workshop (Demonstration in the works)
November Figs Figs and workshop
December Xmas Xmas Party
BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS
Date Club Links
6-8"" Sept — Annual  Bonsai Society of Visit their website — www.bonsai.asn.au
Show Australia

Illawarra Bonsai Society

Visit their website — www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org

Bonsai Society of South
Australia website

Website is worth a visit — www.bonsaisa.org.au

Yarra Valley Bonsai

Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

Victorian Native Bonsai
Club

Visit their website — www.vichativebonsai.com.au -
well worth a look.

29" June - Sale

School of Bonsai

17t Aug — Annual

Show

Visit their website
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au

Canberra Bonsai Society

Put out a good newsletter - visit their website —
www.cbs.org.au

Central Coast Bonsai

For more details go to

Club http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au
Bonsai Society of Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au
Sydney
Newcastle Bonsai Check out
Society http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/
16-19™" May 2025 37 AABC National Event Details
Convention
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Club discount - Bonsai-En

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En online
store.

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many
types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s login
details.

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will
provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store.

Bonsai-En Login

www.Bonsai-En shop

UBONSAI-EN]

EXPER

Club discount - Bonsai Matsu

The club has been given a list of items that Scott Martin sells through his store. We are offered club discounts,
which can be seen on a flier during club meetings. Reach out to John for more details.
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