


NEXT CLUB MEETING

14 May 2024
Petersham RSL

301 Trafalgar St, Petersham NSW 2049
Basics Classes @ 6.00pm
General Meeting @ 7.00pm

CONTACT DETAILS

. 0432 461 025

. info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
. http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au

PO Box 486
Summerhill NSW 2130

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Patron TBA
President John
Vice President oli
Secretary David
Treasurer Bryan

Program Manager Lee
Newsletter Editor Oli
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EDITORIAL MATTERS

Committee Frank + above
MEMBERSHIP

Full membership S40
Concession $25
Family $55
Pensioner $25

Note — 2023/24 fees are overdue.
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John).

We’re jam packaged this month! Keep the articles
coming...

We always welcome any contributions from members,
so if you have a project underway, have a query, want
to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale
to  share, please get in contact  via
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the
Committee members.
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% Sydney City Bonsai Club

MONTHLY MEETING RECAP - April

The long awaited move from our beloved Hut 44 had arrived. We’d been fortunate enough to be there since
early 2023, but members were itching for a change. A new venue would help accommodate the increase in
membership, but more importantly, we’d be in a space that respected our bonsai trees.

This took us to Petersham RSL. Our first club meeting here! With underground parking, adjacent bar &
restaurant and a spactious meeting room, initial feedback was that it suits our needs.

The cavalry rolled in, proud to display their Aussie Natives to all. There was quite a large showing of trees, from
callistemons to tea trees. All up, 26 people attended the basics lesson and club meeting.

The group was then treated to a natives discussion by Lee and James, who discussed the growing
considerations, repotting regime and design philosophies of natives. It was awesome to see a Ficus Coronata
(sand paper fig — don’t pass by one if it’s on a sales table!) James is a big fan of cutting a lot of his natives back
hard and then letting them grow prolifically out. This prevents them from becoming too leggy or bushy.
Additionally, it highlights the ramification and branching of his trees. Lee emphasised that natives aren’t a pine,
so don’t style them like one!

Everyone then discussed their display trees, which as you can see from the photos, were also paired with
subdued coloured pots to match the Australian landscape.

=
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Scott Martin demonstration

On Saturday 13 April, Scott Martin of Bonsai Matsu gave the club an informative and interesting
demonstration, working on a number of mature pines. He has trained in Japan seven times and really knows his
styling. He urged the audience to focus on the health of the trees he was working on and everything he did and
said was to promote the health of his subjects. Anyone familiar with his podcast will know the “bud conveyor”
analogy.

This is the first time Sydney City Bonsai has booked a bonsai master and it was a worthy turnout. John Brown,
the president, has worked tirelessly to promote and improve the club and I’'m sure all who were there on the
day came away with fresh inspiration and more in-depth knowledge. Special thanks to John for initiating this,
thanks to all who helped set up and take own the necessaries and enabled the club to pull off a stellar event.

Audience questions and comments were encouraged, and the demo was a total winner on all counts. For those
that missed it, some of the key takeaways were (in no particular order):

Wiring
Acute — branches bend down to immolate the weight of snow on branches (conifers and pines)

Wavy — deciduous trees grow branches up then downward as they ages and the corresponding weight weighs
them down. The tips then reach up for the light.

Natives — generally grow up and out

Wire is strongest when straight, if you are coiling wire, it does next to nothing. Wiring at 45-60 degrees generally
works the best, but will depend on the pitch of the branch. Remember to wire in the direction you want the
branch to go.

Guy wires — tie to screws in the tree, not the pot. This reduces stress on the roots and prevents the tree “pulling
itself out of the pot.” Remember don’t go near copper screws!!! The screws should be added slowly, there’s no
rush. Additionally, use tubing to put around the branch to protect the bark.

Soil

1:1:1 — Pine Bark: Pumice: Scoria
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This is Scott’s soil mix for all trees. He uses it due to the ease of acquiring each component (without paying out
the nose for Akadama). The final two components create excellent aeration in the soil but noted you may need
higher water retention in your mix if you work and can only water once in the morning. Like everything with soil,
“it depends.”

Pines

Pinus species are very systematic trees, the discussion focused on two-needle pines (like Japanese Black Pine)
which are double-flush. The health of the tree is the most important aspect to ensure strong growth after
decandling. Decandling is removing the spring growth to facilitate shorter needles, keep internodes shorter and
improve ramification.

1. Break candle tips in early Spring, before needles pop from the candles

2. Early/Late December (depending on location and size of tree) — completely remove candles. This
activates the ring of buds at the cut point. There needs to be enough time to allow the dormant buds to
activate but grow short enough to look in proportion to your tree.

3. In Autumn, use a lower nitrogen fertiliser and bud select down to two candles (for ramification). Be sure
to pick strong buds growing in the direction you need.

For pines, when you pluck old needles, start from the top and clean your way down. When you wire, go bottom
up, to ensure you aren’t bending branches down onto other ones.

Pines love sun, needing a minimum of 6 hours per day. Additionally, they love water and the theory of letting
them dried out is completely wrong, just don’t let them get soggy! Scott isn’t a fan of cutting needles, as the tips
will brown off and lose energy dealing with these tips.

On a lighter note, mallet pounding, drilling hols or making slits in the cambium do NOT create thicker trunks.
Sacrificial branches are the way to go.

Jins
Run the branch cutters or blade around the branch at the jin point to cut through the bark and cambium layer.
Crush the bark up the branch with pliers to loosen and pull off.

There were lots of pieces of wisdom that Scott bestowed upon us, make sure you attend in the future!

More photos are at the back of the newsletter.
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MAY MEETING AGENDA - Unusual trees, Stands and Soe & WORKSHOP

Display Trees
Unusual Trees or species (C’'mon Simon, dig out some one-off cultivar for us) — their ‘unusualness’ can be any

aspect! Leaf, bark, design, cultivar, species, we’ll leave that up to you!
Please do your best to utilise stands and accent plants!

We would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be put on the display table. If you arrive late, please respect
the space, and try and not block other’s trees.

Refer to the yearly program for future meeting. With plans to hold a show in the future, so displaying trees is an
excellent opportunity for novice artists to get constructive criticism.

Meeting Agenda

1. Bonsai Matsu order form
The club has been fortunate enough to receive an offer from Bonsai Matsu to receive discounts on his store. John
will explain more, as we will likely need to order everything at once.

2. Stands & Soe
Lee Wright will give a talk about stands and soe. Come learn all the DO NOTs!

3. Workshop
This will be our first workshop in the new venue, so please try and keep mess to a minimum. However, this is a
perfect time to work and wire conifers.

4, Sales Table is back!

After a short hiatus last month, our sales table is back. We know some of you are being told to clear some space
in your gardens, and who else would look after those trees better than SCBC members???

May BASICS LESSON 4 - Repotting

This month, we will discuss all things repotting. Whilst it’s not necessarily the best time of year, it’s good to
understand what to do as we lead into Spring. Topics will include:

e Should | start with an advanced tree?

e Repotting overview

e When to repot

e Reoptting demonstration

The Basics lessons start at 6.00 p.m. and end at 7.00 p.m. in time for the General Meeting so best be on-time.

If any members plan on attending the training session on Tuesday 9th, would they please advise John by email at
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au that they will be attending.
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Rafts

In line with the monthly theme of unusual
trees. In bonsai, a raft is one trunk along the
ground supporting a number of branches that
have become trunks in their own right. Rafts
come in straight and sinuous and are usually
developed when a stock plant has branches
on one side only.

Plants that are good for rafts are privets, figs,
crab apples and junipers, to name a few. The
trunk is scored along the side with no
branches. Cuts can be made into the trunk,
cutting through the cambium and placing a :
small pebble to force the slit to stay open. T i v

Another method is to scrape the bark exposing

the cambium in a number of areas. The trunk is

then planted in a training pot [Styrofoam being ideal] and the actual root ball is slightly buried and the mound on
top of the soil is covered with soil and sphagnum moss and always kept moist until the new roots develop.
Hairpins made from bonsai wire that are bent into U’s are placed along the trunk to keep it in close contact with
the soil. The tree can also be tied down. It is vital that the exposed cambium areas are kept in contact with the
soil and kept moist.

Once the plant has started developing roots and shooting a normal fertilising regime can be started. When the
growth is strong enough the new ‘trunks’ can be wired to shape and position. With privets and figs it is not
necessary to have roots. A branch can be started by nicking as above, burying part way in the soil and keeping
the plant moist. It is also okay to have a ‘bridge’ raft where there are roots at each end and the branch bows
above the soil level.

Every year at repotting the original root ball is
gradually shaved back until it is level with the
ground. Do crab apples when they are
deciduous, figs in October/November and
junipers and privets in spring. Try other
species as well.

Developing a raft can take several years but
the raft bonsai can be a very interesting style
and provides a good learning curve as well as
utilising what could be a poor specimen for an
upright bonsai.

A bridging raft, a straight raft and a sinuous
raft and a bridging raft. Try something new...
the variations are endless and exciting.
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Swap Table

There will be a Swap Table at the next meeting which will be stocked
with whatever is brought along AND surplus trees from our street
stall. Members are encouraged to contribute to the table so if you
have surplus tree(s) or materials bring them along. Having some
loose change available may see you with a bargain. The Swap Table
was well supported at the August meeting.

To make things easy, owners should attach a price (even if it’s free)
and their name to their offerings. Also, a donation of 10% of the sale
price is expected. The donation which should be included in the sale
price, goes towards Club activities which all members are a beneficiary of.

Donations exceeding $50 for the year will result in a free membership at the club the following year. So, get
selling!

Bryan has recently brought some of his hand-made pots. We will always welcome any homemade pots!

FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone
interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like!

Sydney City Bonsai Club

ARTICLES OF INTEREST

Eisei-en Bonsai

World famous American bonsai artist Bjorn Bjorholm has recently moved to Kyoto Japan. He is documenting his
move, but around 7 months ago release a video called “The Story of the Tatsumaki Bonsai” — or the ‘Tornado.’
This one seed juniper is what he considers to be his ‘defining tree’. Find the video here.

lllawarra Bonsai Club — Annual Show
The lllawarra Bonsai Society’s have posted photos from their show held in early May. Go check them out on their
Facebook page.

Sydney City Bonsai Club Newsletter December 2023 Page 8


https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555990136853
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuw25dOb7p8

L
k)////j_ﬂi Sydney City Bonsai Club

BONSAI BEFORE AND AFTER

A new addition to the newsletter, is some design inspiration. We all have trees in our collection which might be
far from a head turner. Perhaps we need a little patience and vision?

So, bonsai before and after!

Before

After

Source: The editor honestly can’t remember where he saved this from, nor would a reverse Google Search

Please reach out to the editor if you have any photos from 5+ years ago of a now magnificent tree.
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH (Sydney Area) by John

As autumn draws to a close the weather gradually becomes cooler. The leaves of the deciduous trees start to
acquire their autumn tones prior to their leaf fall. The trees have completed a year’s growth and are ready for a

rest.
Tasks for May:

1. Any remaining fruit, berries or seeds can be removed to conserve the tree’s energy. Also remove leaves
that have fallen onto the soil surface as this will deplete the nitrogen from the soil.

2. Deciduous trees prone to mildew (eg oak and crepe myrtle) can be sprayed with a weak solution of lime-
sulphur once they have lost their leaves. Remove moss from the trunks with an old toothbrush. Leaving
moss on can rot the bark.

3. Deciduous trees can be styled more easily once they have lost their leaves.

4. With all the recent rain, be careful not to overwater. Excess water, especially during the tree’s dormancy
over Winter, can cause root rot. The continuous wet weather can also lead to pest problems such as scale.
Spray once a week with oil such as Eco, White or Neem.

5. Excessive rain can leach goodness from the pots so keep up the feeding regime on evergreens and
deciduous trees that still have leaves to ensure the trees get adequate nourishment going into winter.
Use half strength liquid organic fertilizer rather than slow-release feeds so that the tree takes it up faster.

6. While the weather is still warm semi-hardwood cuttings of Banksia can still be taken.

7. Callistemon can still be collected all through the winter months. They can be bare rooted, if necessary,
but cut back hard when collecting.

8. Old needles can be removed from JBP. Wait for the tree to become dormant when the new needles
harden.

9. Repotting can still be done on Australian natives, privets and olives.

10. Sprinkle a small amount of Dolomite on the soil surface of olives and junipers to keep them green. Fruiting
olives can be fed liquid potassium until the end of May to improve flowering in spring.

Sources:

AusBonsai Wiki:
“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff

AABC Update

It is with great disappointment that our 36th AABC National Convention in Brisbane from 17-20 May 2024 has to
share the weekend with the NRL Rugby Magic Round. This has increased the accommodation costs exorbitantly
for those yet to book. There is the opportunity to be billeted by the Brisbane bonsai community so spread the
word and contact the Convention if you are interested in being billeted.
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WEATHER TRENDS
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It is clear that the average temperature in Sydney has increased in the last 10 years when compared with the long
term averages. This should be taken into account when deciding the timing for maintenance tasks. Trees can be

repotted earlier in Spring or early Summer and later in Autumn than would previously have been recommended.
Deciduous trees retain their leaves longer and reshoot earlier.

Consider your own micro-climate too!
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SCBC 2024 PROGRAM - Lee Wright

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further
refinement & information will be provided in the newsletter prior to the meeting!

Month Display Trees Meeting
February Summer holiday treasures 2023 trees revisited & workshop
March Forest, multi trunk or fusion Problem trees & workshop
April Natives Natives demonstration
Saturday - Scott Martin Demonstration
May Unusual trees/species Stands and Soe, winter prep & workshop
June Slanting style Favourite trees
July Root Over Rock Clinton Nesci demonstration / workshop (TBC)
August Twists and turns Wiring & workshop
September Cascade / Semi cascade TBC & Workshop
October Flowering Flowering and workshop (Demonstration in the works)
November Figs Figs and workshop
December Xmas Xmas Party
BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS
Date Club Links
Bonsai Society of Visit their website — www.bonsai.asn.au
Australia
Branch bending with Illawarra Bonsai Society  Visit their website — www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org
raffia
20" May

Bonsai Society of South
Australia website

Website is worth a visit — www.bonsaisa.org.au

Annual Sale Day

Yarra Valley Bonsai

Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au

25 May
Soil components for  Victorian Native Bonsai Visit their website — www.vicnativebonsai.com.au -
bonsai mix Club well worth a look.
14 May

School of Bonsai

Visit their website
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au

Show in October

Canberra Bonsai Society

Put out a good newsletter - visit their website —
www.cbs.org.au

Central Coast Bonsai

Club

For more details go to
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au

Bonsai Society of Sydney

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au

Newcastle Bonsai Check out
Society http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/

17-20*" May AABC National Event Details
Convention
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Club discount - Bonsai-En

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En online
store.

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many
types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s login
details.

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will
provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store.

Bonsai-En Login

www.Donsai- En shop

=14

”,
/////

nnmw‘,\

https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login

Sydney City Bonsai Club Newsletter December 2023 Page 13


https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login
https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login

% Sydney City Bonsai Club

Bonsai by the Harbour

Bonsai Federation of Australia Northern Inc

Invites you to a weekend of

B(Ihlsnn ny thG
HARBOUR

A unique program will be presented with multiple demonstrations and workshops occurring throughout Saturday and Sunday.

Saturday will feature Marcela Ferreira (Victorian Native Bonsai Club), Grant Bowie (Canberra) doing interactive
demonstrations and workshops. Alan Peck (Newcastle Bonsai Society) will be doing a demonstration. A group of 8 people
will be discussing their bonsai trees.

Sunday will feature demonstrations and workshops with Marcela Ferreira and Hugh Grant (Tree Makers Design). Megumi
Bennett (Bonsai Art Nursery — Bonsai Society of Sydney) will be doing a demonstration.

A Silent Auction and Raffle will be held on Saturday and Sunday.

Sale Tables will feature Japanese & handmade Australian pots.

Saturday & Sunday 8" & 9" June 2024

Sydney Church of England Grammar School’s Rowing Facility
86 Wharf Road, Gladesville NSW 2111

Enquiries: Garry 0425320394 (email gueberga@gmail.com)
Denise 02 94987355 (email denise_edgerton@hotmail.com
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sz, 36th AABC National
: Bonsai Convention

°

Early Bird
Rate $270

ENDS 15T NOV
2023

Book Your Convention Package Now!

@, o more information or to register visi: @

et Ny
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More photos from Scott Martin meeting
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