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NEXT CLUB MEETING 

9th April 2024 
Petersham RSL 

301 Trafalgar St, Petersham NSW 2049 

Basics Classes @ 6.00pm 

General Meeting @ 7.00pm 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 
0432 461 025 

 
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
PO Box 486 
Summerhill NSW 2130 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Patron TBA 
President John 

Vice President Oli 
Secretary David 
Treasurer 
Program Manager 

Bryan 
Lee 

Newsletter Editor Oli 
Committee Frank + above 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Full membership $40 

Concession  $25 

Family   $55 

Pensioner  $25 

Note – 2023/24 fees are overdue.  
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John). 
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EDITORIAL MATTERS 
 

We’re jam packaged this month! Keep the articles 

coming… 

 

We always welcome any contributions from members, 

so if you have a project underway, have a query, want 

to sell/swap/buy something, or otherwise have a tale 

to share, please get in contact via 

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the 

Committee members.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au/
mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
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MONTHLY MEETING RECAP - March                    

The editor was on holiday this month, so none of the following can be verified, but apparently Chris has lost a 

finger, or maybe it just bled a lot? 

The March meeting kicked off with John and Bryan running the 

Basic Training covering Watering, dealing with hot days, 

Deciduous tree trimming and ongoing care Autumn.  

The main meeting kicked off with John giving an update on the 

new venue. Because of a last-minute glitch, we were unable to 

confirm the move to Petersham RSL. Subsequent to the 

meeting all was resolved and so this meeting was to be the last 

at Hut 44. 

The theme for the March meeting was multiple trunk and 

forest groupings. Once more there were some excellent trees 

on display. 

At the February meeting, Oli announced a competition for the 

most improved tree over the following 12 months. Lee kindly 

donated an excellent bonsai pot as the prize and a number of 

members brought their entries and had carefully chosen trees 

with a lot of potential for improvement. To see the entries, 

please look near the back of the Newsletter. 

Everyone then went to working on their trees and the scissors 

were humming. Advice was thrown around, solicited or not.  

  

JOHN WITH BONSAI BASICS CLASS
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Display trees - March 
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Scott Martin - Demonstration 

The club is pleased to announce… 

AUSTRALIAN BONSAI MASTER 

SCOTT MARTIN 

 

Scott opened Bonsai Matsu in Melbourne in 2006. Between 2012 and 2016 he trained at prestigious nurseries in 

Japan to develop hi skills to a high standard. He is an excellent demonstrator and gives much insight about styling 

while working on trees. 

Saturday 13 April 2024   

1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Bush Music Hall, Hut 44 

Addison Rd Community Centre 

142 Addison Road, Marrickville 

Members free, Non-members $15 

 

Flier for sharing: 

SCBC Scott Martin 

  

http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/SCBC-Scott-Martin.pdf
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APRIL MEETING AGENDA – Native Trees 

Display Trees 

Natives! We should be past our repotting phase, and our natives should be in prime condition! However, please 

save Moreton Bay Figs for ‘Ficus’ display months.…. 

We would like to encourage ONLY display trees to be put on the display table. If you arrive late, please respect 

the space, and try and not block other’s trees.  

We encourage members to plan their display trees. Refer to the yearly program for future meeting. With plans to 

hold a show in the future, this is an excellent opportunity for novice artists to practice and get criticism. 

Meeting Agenda 

1. Change of Meeting Location 

Please meet at PETERSHAM RSL. The registration is $5 and is reimbursable for members for the first year through 

SCBC. The club meeting will be located in the auditorium past the kitchen. There is parking on site for Petersham 

RSL members, please just take the elevator up. We will have committee members around to help everyone 

navigate the new location. Feel free to grab dinner beforehand too! 

2. Native Demonstration 

James Shamoon and Lee Wright are doing a presentation on Aussie Natives, giving some cultivation and styling 

tips. There will be a selection of styled trees to gaze upon. 

3. Competition – Save your tree 

Entries are in, but any stragglers may find Oli to get their tree photographed. Otherwise, all entries are on record 

on PAGE 14 of the Newsletter 

 
APRIL BASICS LESSON 3 

The Basics lessons start at 6.00 p.m. and end at 7.00 p.m. in time for the General Meeting so best be on-time. 

 

If any members plan on attending the training session on Tuesday 9th, would they please advise John by email at 

info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au that they will be attending.  
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Bonsai Bush Tucker – Lee Wright 

I snapped up a sandpaper fig at the May 2023 

Illawarra Show and Sale.   You don’t often find 

Sandpapers and I wasn’t missing the 

opportunity. It was ready for a good styling, 

so a number of major branches were 

removed, along with a number of developing 

figs.   I finally got it to a stage where the 

skeleton was ready for growth and happily 

left 2 figs which were in places that I did not 

need to prune. I tried a fig years ago but not 

knowing what I was doing, picked it too green 

and wasn’t impressed.   One day I looked 

closely at the tree and two figs were 

purple/black, like a small black olive.   I ate 

them and was very pleased. Definitely nice 

and figgy. Since then, two other figs have 

grown. One has been eaten and one still too 

young. 

It is fun having bush tucker in my backyard and I am hoping that next year’s crop will be substantial and offer 

some good eating. It took a while to get the normal leaves to reduce but that is now happening and while the tree 

is a season away from being well rounded, it is coming along nicely.  Sandpapers make nice bonsai; the leaves 

reduce very well, the tree likes our weather and appears to be pest free. It is an understory tree so is happy in 

morning sun, afternoon shade or dappled light.  My experience with earlier ones is that they don’t care for full 

sun all day - the leaves yellow.  This bonsai gets sun to about 1 pm and then indirect light and it is happy. 
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Royal Easter Show – John & Chris 
As per previous years SCBC volunteered to provide some members to both maintain and keep a watchful eye on 

the Competition trees as well as answer a myriad of questions about bonsai from the viewing public. People of all 

ages are fascinated by bonsai and come up with some very interesting questions. The most common are: 

• How old are the trees on display? 

• How do I not kill my bonsai? 

• Are bonsais genetically modified trees? 

• What is it about the winning trees that made them win? 

and many, many more. 

 

Although the overall numbers were down on previous years the quality of trees entered were of a very high 

standard. 

 

John and Chris also gave presentations on Thursday to the theme “History and Maintenance of Bonsai”.  Both 

presentations were well received. 

 

 
John giving his presentation on bonsai. 

 

SCBC have traditionally manned a cart on behalf of SCBC and all Bonsai Clubs in Sydney to help the general public 

better understand where to get help from their closest club in the Sydney Area and beyond.  

 

SCBC also donates the major prize in the name of Sue Brennan for Best in Show bonsai which was won this year 

by Gary Uebergang. Lee has arranged for Gary to give a presentation at our September meeting. Should be well 

worth hearing. 

 

Chris and Lee entered about 22 trees between them and came up with about 10 first and second prizes between 

them. Here are a couple of their successful entries. 
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              A First for Chris            A First for Lee 

 

               
            A second for Lee       And another Second for Lee 

 

 
A very tired Chris and John after manning the SCBC stall for 12 hours on Thursday. 

 

All in all a very successful display for Bonsai. I’d encourage members to participate in future RAS Competitions. 

The entry cost more than covers the cost of the free ticket you get for entering one or more trees and you get the 

fun of participating and the opportunity to win a revered prize. 
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Tension & Compression 

What do you feel about the design of this tree? 

             

Great jins? Nice pot? Natural shari? Trunk movement? Pad placement? OR, is it what most people’s eyes are first 

drawn to? The base of the trunk. 

So, what makes this trunk and root flare capture your eye? It might be the balance of tension and compression. 

The tree has been designed to be a semi-cascade, perhaps growing on a mountainside, or creeping out to reach 

some sunlight. Regardless, there is a significant distribution of weight to the right-hand side. Naturally, the left 

side must provide balance and strength to support the tree. The result, is a large, swollen left side, with a deeply 

compressed root system to the right. Additionally, the shari doesn’t follow the trunk all the way up – instead, it 

also is compressed, to exemplify the weight of this tree. Consider: 

 

As artists, we should challenge ourselves to not only appreciate, but understand why we enjoy a tree’s design. 

These subtle, natural features help convince the eye that the tree could be found in nature. Something to ponder 

next time you’re developing a seedling, or shopping at a nursery. 

Inspiration and pictures were used from the wonderful book “Bonsai – Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” – by 

Deborah R. Koreshoff. This book is a must for any bonsai enthusiast’s collection and can usually be found online or at local 

nurseries.  
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Swap Table 

There will be a Swap Table at the next meeting which will be stocked 

with whatever is brought along AND surplus trees from our street 

stall.  Members are encouraged to contribute to the table so if you 

have surplus tree(s) or materials bring them along. Having some 

loose change available may see you with a bargain. The Swap Table 

was well supported at the August meeting.  

To make things easy, owners should attach a price (even if it’s free) 

and their name to their offerings.  Also, a donation of 10% of the sale 

price is expected. The donation which should be included in the sale 

price, goes towards Club activities which all members are a beneficiary of.  

Donations exceeding $50 for the year will result in a free membership at the club the following year. So, get 

selling!  

Bryan has recently brought some of his hand-made pots. We will always welcome any homemade pots! 

FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE 
 

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone 

interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.  

 

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like! 

 

     Sydney City Bonsai Club 

 

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
 
R3_Bonsai 
Melbourne bonsai artist R3, has posted a fantastic before and after of a shohin, literati sheoak. A unique tree to 

see as a shohin, he shows how far you can cut the foliage back. Look up his Instagram to see his work. 

Illawarra Bonsai Club – Pruning guide 
The Illawarra Bonsai Society’s newsletter has a cheat sheet for pruning different species and when to do them 
 
Canberra Bonsai Society – “Wirrabara” Newsletter – Kokufu Bonsai Exhibition 2024 
A couple of members from the CBS visited the national Kokufu-ten bonsai club with Tony Bebb and Keiko Matsugi. 
There are photos of trees from the competition and the members noted that the pots were very traditional in 
colour. 
 
Please reach out to Oli if you want access to any of the above! 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555990136853
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH by John 

Autumn 

• Autumn is the time of year when our trees are slowing down, changing colour, losing leaves and preparing 

for winter. 

• Maintain fertilizing through Autumn but reduce the frequency as the trees slow down growth into winter. 

This will harden the foliage off so it will be prepared for winter. Use low N fertilisers such as “blood & 

bone” and Epsom salts.  

• Be careful around the timing of fertilising JBP, as internodes / needles can extend too far. However, you 

want to ensure it has enough energy for Winter, so a low nitrogen fertiliser is best.  

• Consider fungicides on your trees and benches for the cooler months.  

Tasks for April: 

• Repotting of all evergreens can be done now. 

• Heavy branch pruning of Pines should be done during April. 

• If you de-candled your double flush pines (eg Japanese Black pines) back in early Summer then watch for 

secondary flush candles. Anywhere from 2 to 5 new buds or candles should appear where you did the 

candle cut and should develop into candles from now until the end of Autumn. If this is the case reduce 

the number of candles to just two. Best to keep horizontal pointing candles and cut the upward or 

downward pointing ones. 

• Repot and root prune flowering Quince and Cherry. 

• You can apply wire to needle evergreens. 

• As temperatures reduce, you can reduce the watering frequency, so the soil does not stay wet. 

• Take leafy semi-hardwood cuttings of Banksia now. 

Sources: 

AusBonsai Wiki: 

“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff 

Dennis McDermott, School of Bonsai 

 

AABC Update 

It is with great disappointment that our 36th AABC National Convention in Brisbane from 17-20 May 2024 has to 

share the weekend with the NRL Rugby Magic Round. This has increased the accommodation costs exorbitantly 

for those yet to book. There is the opportunity to be billeted by the Brisbane bonsai community so spread the 

word and contact the Convention if you are interested in being billeted. 
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WEATHER TRENDS - David 
 

     
    

    
 
It is clear that the average temperature in Sydney has increased in the last 10 years when compared with the long 
term averages.  This should be taken into account when deciding the timing for maintenance tasks.  Trees can be 
repotted earlier in Spring or early Summer and later in Autumn than would previously have been recommended.  
Deciduous trees retain their leaves longer and reshoot earlier.  
 
Consider your own micro-climate too! 
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Competition entries  
 
 

Simon 
Quince  
 

Ty 
Crab Apple  

Chris 
Ficus 
 

John 
Banksia 
Integrifolia  

David 
Ficus 
(Elephant)  

Bryan 
Ficus 
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Lee  
Pomegranate 

Lewis 
Liquid Amber  

Oli 
Cotoneaster  
Horizontalis 

 

 

THE PRIZE!!! 
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SCBC 2024 PROGRAM – Lee Wright 

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further 

refinement & information will be provided in the newsletter prior to the meeting! 

 

Month Display Trees Meeting 

February Summer holiday treasures 2023 trees revisited & workshop 

March Forest, multi trunk or fusion Problem trees & workshop 

April Natives Natives demonstration 
Saturday - Scott Martin Demonstration 

May Unusual trees/species Stands and Soe, winter prep  

June Slanting style Favourite trees  

July Root Over Rock Clinton Nesci demonstration / workshop (TBC) 

August Twists and turns Wiring & workshop 

September Cascade / Semi cascade Workshop 

October Flowering Flowering and workshop (Demonstration in the works) 

November Figs Figs and workshop 

December Xmas Xmas Party 

 
BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS 

 
 

Date Club Links 

 Bonsai Society of 
Australia 

Visit their website – www.bonsai.asn.au  

Annual Show 
4th-5th May 

Illawarra Bonsai Society Visit their website –  www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org   

April Workshop 
16th Apr 

Bonsai Society of South 
Australia website 

Website is worth a visit – www.bonsaisa.org.au 

Annual Sale Day 
25th May 

Yarra Valley Bonsai  Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au  

Club Meeting 
9th April 

Victorian Native Bonsai 
Club  

Visit their website – www.vicnativebonsai.com.au - 
well worth a look. 

 School of Bonsai Visit their website 
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au 

 Canberra Bonsai Society Put out a good newsletter - visit their website –  
www.cbs.org.au 

Bonsai Open 6-7th 
April 

Central Coast Bonsai 
Club 

For more details go to  
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au 

 Bonsai Society of Sydney Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au  

 Newcastle Bonsai 
Society 

Check out 
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/ 

17-20th May AABC National 
Convention 

Event Details 

 
  

http://www.bonsai.asn.au/
http://www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org/
http://www.bonsaisa.org.au/
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au/
http://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/
http://www.schoolofbonsai.com.au/
http://www.cbs.org.au/
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au/
http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au/
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/
https://bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au/Events/#!event/2024/5/16/36th-aabc-national-bonsai-convention
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Club discount – Bonsai-En 

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En online 

store. 

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many 

types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s login 

details.  

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will 

provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store. 

 

Bonsai-En Login 

https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login 

  

https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login
https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login
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Bonsai by the Harbour 
 

Bonsai Federation of Australia Northern Inc 

Invites you to a weekend of 

 

 

 

A unique program will be presented with multiple demonstrations and workshops occurring throughout Saturday and Sunday. 

Saturday will feature Marcela Ferreira (Victorian Native Bonsai Club), Grant Bowie (Canberra) doing interactive 

demonstrations and workshops. Alan Peck (Newcastle Bonsai Society) will be doing a demonstration.  A group of 8 people 

will be discussing their bonsai trees. 

Sunday will feature demonstrations and workshops with Marcela Ferreira and Hugh Grant (Tree Makers Design). Megumi 

Bennett (Bonsai Art Nursery – Bonsai Society of Sydney) will be doing a demonstration. 

A Silent Auction and Raffle will be held on Saturday and Sunday. 

Sale Tables will feature Japanese & handmade Australian  pots. 

Saturday & Sunday  8th & 9th June 2024 

Sydney Church of England Grammar School’s Rowing Facility 

86 Wharf Road, Gladesville NSW 2111 

Enquiries:   Garry 0425320394 (email gueberga@gmail.com) 

Denise 02 94987355 (email denise_edgerton@hotmail.com 

BONSAI by the 
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