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NEXT CLUB MEETING 

12th March 2024 
Marrickville Community Centre 
Unit 44, 142 Addison Rd., Marrickville  

Basics Classes @ 6.00pm 

General Meeting @ 7.00pm 

 
CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 
0432 461 025 

 
info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au 

 
PO Box 486 
Summerhill NSW 2130 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Patron TBA 
President John 

Vice President Oli 
Secretary David 
Treasurer 
Program Manager 

Bryan 
Lee 

Newsletter Editor Oli 
Committee Frank + above 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Full membership $40 

Concession  $25 

Family   $55 

Pensioner  $25 

Note – 2023/24 fees are overdue.  
Payment can be by cash or electronically (see John). 
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EDITORIAL MATTERS 
 

We’re jam packaged this month! Keep the articles 

coming… 

 

We always welcome any contributions from 

members, so if you have a project underway, have a 

query, want to sell/swap/buy something, or 

otherwise have a tale to share, please get in contact 

via info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of the 

Committee members.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au/
mailto:info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au
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MONTHLY MEETING RECAP - February                    

After a small break in January, members were clearly keen to go. 

We had some new faces show up for the first basics class run by 

John, who hope to become regular members in the future. John 

ran through what a bonsai is, styling, definitions, and a rather 

strong suggestion to not buy trees from Bunnings! 

We didn’t start the new year in a conventional style – instead, 

there was a power outage that threatened to close our meeting 

down early. With light fading as the meeting started, we were 

lucky enough to have the lights come back on – the day was 

saved.  

After a brief rundown of the committee goals, we ripped straight 

into an update on the trees of 2023. Lee showed off the Baeckea 

which unfortunately had a branch die off, she then showed a 

privet that has already started to develop an apex and fill in 

space at the centre. Lee also reminded everyone that when she 

carves, there will always be a way for water to drain out (usually 

the back). 

 Frank then showed off his major trunk bending 

skills, where he removed the tape from a 

Chinese elm that he showed members last year. 

Frank cuts wedges in a branch, then locks it off 

against the trunk or the pot itself. Most critically, 

you should bend the branch and do one final saw 

cut to ensure the cambium layers are touching. 

Then, seal it all up and let the tree heal. 

Finally, Chris showed his privet air layer projects, 

he was a little unsure if it looked right, however 

the tree has started shooting and he plans to 

develop a new apex. But, he also has a new tree 

to develop from the air layer!  
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Display trees - February 

A slower start to the year, we encourage everyone to bring trees along, especially now we have a program. 

    

CASUARINA (SHE-OAK) 

SAOTOME AZALEA 

SWAMP CYPRESS X2 

WILLOW LEAF FIG (FICUS NERIIFOLIA) 
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Scott Martin - Demonstration 

The club is pleased to announce… 

AUSTRALIAN BONSAI MASTER 

SCOTT MARTIN 

 

Scott opened Bonsai Matsu in Melbourne in 2006. Between 2012 and 2016 he trained at prestigious nurseries in 

Japan to develop hi skills to a high standard. He is an excellent demonstrator and gives much insight about 

styling while working on trees. 

Saturday 13 April 2024   

1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Bush Music Hall, Hut 44 

Addison Rd Community Centre 

142 Addison Road, Marrickville 

Members free, Non-members $15 

 

Flier for sharing: 

SCBC Scott Martin 

  

http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/SCBC-Scott-Martin.pdf
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MARCH MEETING AGENDA – Problem Trees & Workshop 

Display Trees 

Display trees will be Forest, Fusion & Multi-Trunk. Taking on some feedback, we would like to encourage ONLY 

display trees to be put on display table. If you arrive late, please respect the space, and try and not block other’s 

trees. We know there are limitations of our current meeting location! 

We encourage members to plan their display trees. Refer to the last page of the Newsletter for our yearly 

agenda (this may be tweaked slightly throughout the year). With plans to hold a show in the future, this is an 

excellent opportunity for novice artists to practice and get criticism. 

Meeting Agenda

1. Change of Meeting Location in APRIL

To allow our club to grow, we need a bit more space. John will explain where we are headed. Don’t worry, we’re

not going far. In fact, it’s only about a 1.5km away. Underground parking included!

2. Competition – Save your tree

Last meeting and newsletter, we announced a small competition – the premise is this:

How much can you improve a tree in 12 months?

Members must bring their tree into the March meeting that needs love, attention or you think you can go zero

to hero in one year. Then, in March 2025, the member who has improved their tree the most will be crowned 

victorious!

Voting will be from members. Prizes to be determined.

A little help: consider bringing a sad looking tree, or something that grows fast (blue atlas cedars are not 

recommended).

3. Workshop

Again, we’ve taken on some feedback from members:

“LET US USE OUR TOOLS”

When we say “workshop” in the program, we do mean it. So, please bring your tools and trees to work on, more

specifically, PROBLEM TREES – in line with the theme of our meeting.

 
MARCH BASICS LESSON 2 

The Basics lesson this covers: 

• Watering 

• Dealing with hot days 

• Deciduous tree trimming 

• Ongoing care in Autumn  

The Basics lessons start at 6.00 p.m. and end at 7.00 p.m. in time for the General Meeting so best be on-time. 

 

If any members plan on attending the training session on Tuesday 12th, would they please advise John by email 

at info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au that they will be attending.  
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Mesh in Pots – David Peirce 

There are several videos and guides online on how to attach mesh in your pot. So why not get prepared in 

advance of repotting season, and start prepping your pots?  

Mesh is used to cover the drainage holes in the bottom of a bonsai pot.  This performs a number of functions: 

• It stops the fine parts of the bonsai mix from being washed out of the pot, leaving voids. 

• It prevents insects from entering the pot. 

The traditional attachment method is to create a “butterfly clip” 

This will drive you crazy while you are working out how long to cut the wire and how to get the turns the right 

size.  The main points are: 

• The gap in between to 2 “wings” is the size of the hole 

• The tabs have to allow enough room to bend them to hold the mesh in place in the pot 

• The wings are in opposite directions 

Attach the mesh 

Some lazy people, (myself included) will resort to a U shaped holder. 

What type of mesh? 

If the drain holes are very small i.e. 2 or 3 times the size of your mix don’t use any mesh.  

Options used: 

• Fly wire 

• 3mm Bonsai Mesh 

• Gutter Guard 

• Builders Edge – drywall tape. 

Fly wire 

Don’t use it.  It’s hard to work with and clogs easily. 

Bonsai Mesh 

This is 3mm Oyster Mesh.  It is my preferred option.  It is strong, easy to work with and long lasting. 

Sizes are different so comparing prices can be tricky.  I looked at 2 sites – 1 had single pieces 200x300mm at 

$2.50.  The other a 5 Pack 140x200mm for $6.50.  This works out at around the same price. 
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Gutter guard 

This is where it gets interesting.  A number of online shops are offering “Bonsai Mesh” which is 6mm gutter 

guard.  They are charging ridiculous prices.  If you decide to go this way you can get gutter guard in 8m rolls for 

around $16.00 from one of the big hardware stores. The equivalent from one site would have cost over $100.  

Be careful not to get the 8mm guard.  It’s too big and flimsy. 

I use gutter guard in training pots and occasionally in bonsai pots where I’m using a course mix. 

 

L-R: 3mm Oyster Mesh, 6mm Gutter guard, 8mm Gutter guard 

Builders Edge Tape  

A suggestion by Oli, is to use drywall joint tape (can be found at Bunnings). The roll is cheap, sticks and useful in 

orchid pots that have a lot of holes. The durability hasn’t been tested in a bonsai pot, so stick to the oyster mesh 

for a permanent option! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Thoughts 

The 3mm mesh is inexpensive given that you don’t use much and, in most instances, will last for years. 

6mm gutter guard is useful for training pots and is very inexpensive if you buy it from a hardware shop.  You can 

also use it to keep leaves out of your gutters. 
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Remaking a Shohin Pomegranate – Lee Wright 

I bought this pomegranate quickly, taken with its short stature and thick trunk for its size.   When I got it home 

and really looked at it - well I questioned my buying impulse. It was rife with reverse taper; the branches had 

been allowed to grow from central points and thickened the trunk unattractively.   Also, it was ’styled’ as though 

it was an espalier plant with the four major branches going out sideways on top of one another and with little 

movement.  The bending was anything but natural and it looked uncomfortable. 

First job was to repot and root prune it as it was in desperate 

soil. The pommie took a dim view of that and lost most of its 

leaves and appeared on a marked downward trend.  Then it 

stabilised, probably realising it was on a pretty good wicket, 

and started putting out new leaves.  I removed a major, ugly 

surface root which could be part of its initial dissatisfaction 

with my husbandry. 

Day One and an analysis of the trouble areas → 

Once it had stabilised and dropped off the endangered species 

list, I started working with the styling.   I quickly learned that a) 

pommie branches don’t like being bent and easily crack, b} 

with a sealant on the break the branch continued to flourish. 

With branch cutters and my Dremel I worked on reducing the 

reverse taper areas at the trunk junctions as well as reducing 

the top of the plant.  The more it shot new leaves, the more I 

cut it back towards the trunk.  When fat, healthy buds started 

on the back and one very near the top, I removed the top two 

branches.   They were bar branches and too heavy to be up 

that high.  A downward shoot developed under the lower left 

branch, so I cut that branch off completely to allow the shoot 

to develop into a new branch. 

By the time I am finished with the initial styling there won't be 

a lot of the original tree left other than the trunk but I’m 

planning for a much-improved tree.  I also need to score the 

trunk. 

along the soil line, apply some rooting liquid and pack it with 

soil and sphagnum moss to encourage roots to grow along the 

lower trunk which will improve that area. 

Photo showing new buds and the areas where reverse taper 

was removed.  The lower right branch has been cut off to allow 

the shoot to develop so it can have more movement.  
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The front at the final cut in this styling session. Just beneath the 

apical cut on the right is a bud that will be the new apex.  In due 

course, as more shoots grow, the older branches will be 

shortened to introduce more taper and movement. The top of 

the trunk is still a bit heavy but once foliage has developed the 

effect won’t be nearly so noticeable. It will probably take two 

years to achieve what I am hoping to, and it has been 

inspirational to try my hand at turning the initial tree into 

something more artistically beautiful.  It already has a more 

natural feel with the artificiality of the original branch placement 

altered.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bryan’s Pots 

Bryan, a long-time member of the SCBC, is creating bonsai pots. An idea he is working on is creating several pots 

for one landscape.  There are some slight modifications to come, but basically his idea is to make three 

companion pots that can be linked together to form one forest landscape.   This means the individual pots are 

not as awkward to carry and can be assembled together as needed.  This is a prototype design and achieves a 

height that is harder to get in a single flat pot. Suffice to say, we’re all interested to see how this project comes 

together. 

 
  



 

Sydney City Bonsai Club Newsletter December 2023 Page 10 
 

Club discount – Bonsai-En 

The committee have arranged for SCBC members to get a 10% discount when ordering from the Bonsai-En 

online store. 

Bonsai-En is a reliable and competitive supplier of all things for Bonsai, who has recently stocked up on many 

types of pots. To get the discount you will need to be a member of SCBC and be logged in through the club’s 

login details.  

To get the discount you need to request the login details and enter a discount code which the committee will 

provide upon request. Please note that the discount does not apply to items already ‘on special’ in the store. 

 

Bonsai-En Login 

https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login 

  

https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login
https://bonsai-en.shop/account/login
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Bonsai by the Harbour 
 

Bonsai Federation of Australia Northern Inc 

Invites you to a weekend of 

 

 

 

A unique program will be presented with multiple demonstrations and workshops occurring throughout Saturday and 

Sunday. 

Saturday will feature Marcela Ferreira (Victorian Native Bonsai Club), Grant Bowie (Canberra) doing interactive 

demonstrations and workshops. Alan Peck (Newcastle Bonsai Society) will be doing a demonstration.  A group of 8 people 

will be discussing their bonsai trees. 

Sunday will feature demonstrations and workshops with Marcela Ferreira and Hugh Grant (Tree Makers Design). Megumi 

Bennett (Bonsai Art Nursery – Bonsai Society of Sydney) will be doing a demonstration. 

A Silent Auction and Raffle will be held on Saturday and Sunday. 

Sale Tables will feature Japanese & handmade Australian  pots. 

Saturday & Sunday  8th & 9th June 2024 

Sydney Church of England Grammar School’s Rowing Facility 

86 Wharf Road, Gladesville NSW 2111 

Enquiries:   Garry 0425320394 (email gueberga@gmail.com) 

Denise 02 94987355 (email denise_edgerton@hotmail.com  

BONSAI by the 
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Swap Table 

There will be a Swap Table at the next meeting which will be 

stocked with whatever is brought along AND surplus trees from our 

street stall.  Members are encouraged to contribute to the table so 

if you have surplus tree(s) or materials bring them along. Having 

some loose change available may see you with a bargain. The Swap 

Table was well supported at the August meeting.  

To make things easy, owners should attach a price (even if it’s free) 

and their name to their offerings.  Also, a donation of 10% of the 

sale price is expected. The donation which should be included in 

the sale price, goes towards Club activities which all members are a beneficiary of.  

Donations exceeding $50 for the year will result in a free membership at the club the following year. So, get 

selling!  

Bryan has recently brought some of his hand-made pots. We will always welcome any homemade pots! 

FACEBOOK GROUP & PAGE 
 

The private Facebook group is still proving popular for swapping ideas and tips between members, and anyone 

interested in participating, particularly new members, should contact John for an invitation.  

 

We have also launched a public Facebook page. Have a look at and feel free to drop a like! More info will be 

provided in the meeting. 

     Sydney City Bonsai Club 

 

ARTICLES OF INTEREST 
 
Montane Bonsai - Woolly Tea Tree 
Jared, down at Montane Bonsai (Hobart, Tasmania) posted a truly incredible Woolly tea trea (leptospermum 

laenigerum) on his Facebook / Instagram page. The deadwood, pot selection and styling is truly unique. It’s 

recommended members go have a look to see how natives can be styled outside of the classic Japanese style. 

Bonsai Society of Sydney – Ikebana History 
The BSS newsletter for Feb-March has part one of a deep dive into the history of Ikebana, dating all the way 
back to the 6th century in Japan. 
 
Canberra Bonsai Society – “Wirrabara” Newsletter – Native Q&A 
A bit of a funky article, they detail a Q&A session with various questions about some Aussie natives. Such 
species include: brittle gum, Wallangarra white gum, callistemon viminalis and callistemon pityoides. Of 
particular interest was reading about a exposed root callistemon and how strong the roots are in the wind.  
 
Please reach out to Oli if you want access to any of the above! 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555990136853


 

Sydney City Bonsai Club Newsletter December 2023 Page 13 
 

THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH by John 

Autumn 

Autumn is the time of year when our trees are slowing down, changing colour, losing leaves and preparing for 

winter. 

• Maintain fertilizing through Autumn but reduce the frequency as the trees slow down growth into 

winter. This will harden the foliage off so it will be prepared for winter. Use low N fertilisers such as 

“blood & bone” and Epsom salts.  

• Be careful around the timing of fertilising JBP, as internodes / needles can extend too far. However, you 

want to ensure it has enough energy for Winter. 

• Consider fungicides on your trees and benches for the cooler months.  

March 

• Repotting of natives can continue, and repotting of all evergreens can commence now, but if you are 

experiencing hot weather, then delay till next month. 

• Wire can be placed on evergreens as they will be slowing down growth for winter. Use only ‘Soft wiring” 

on branches that need reshaping and avoid heavy wiring on trunks and thick branches.  

• Keep pinching back tips on conifers such as Himalayan and Shimpaku Juniper. Remove dead and 

yellowing foliage with fingertips to allow more light between branches and prevent insects from nesting 

in dead areas. 

• Now is a good time to take hardwood cuttings from trees. 

• Watch for pests such as scale, lace bug, mealy bug and thrips. If not sure about identification and 

treatment, then seek help but treat early as some pests can multiply and cause damage very quickly.  

• Check sunlight spots as we move into Winter, apartment balconies and obstructed properties may have 

different spots that get more sunlight – which should be prioritised. 

 

Sources:  

AusBonsai Wiki;  

“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff  
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WEATHER TRENDS - David 
 

        

    
 
It is clear that the average temperature in Sydney has increased in the last 10 years when compared with the 
long term averages.  This should be taken into account when deciding the timing for maintenance tasks.  Trees 
can be repotted earlier in Spring or early Summer and later in Autumn than would previously have been 
recommended.  Deciduous trees retain their leaves longer and reshoot earlier.  
 
Consider your own micro-climate too!  
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SCBC 2024 PROGRAM – Lee Wright 

To allow members to plan their year, the committee is excited to release the program for 2024. Further 

refinement & information will be provided in the newsletter prior to the meeting! 

 

Month Display Trees Meeting 

February Summer holiday treasures 2023 trees revisited & workshop 

March Forest, multi trunk or fusion Problem trees & workshop 

April Natives Natives demonstration 
Saturday - Scott Martin Demonstration 

May Unusual trees/species Stands and Soe, winter prep  

June Slanting style Favourite trees  

July Root Over Rock Clinton Nesci demonstration / workshop (TBC) 

August Twists and turns Wiring & workshop 

September Cascade / Semi cascade Workshop 

October Flowering Flowering and workshop (Demonstration in the works) 

November Figs Figs and workshop 

December Xmas Xmas Party 

 
BONSAI CLUBS & EVENTS 

 
 

Date Club Links 

 Bonsai Society of 
Australia 

Visit their website – www.bonsai.asn.au  

18th Mar – 
Kusamono & 

Companion plans 

Illawarra Bonsai Society Visit their website –  www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org   

19th Mar – Advice 
circle 

Bonsai Society of South 
Australia website 

Website is worth a visit – www.bonsaisa.org.au 

 Yarra Valley Bonsai  Visit their website -www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au  

12th Mar – workshop 
& show presentation 

Victorian Native Bonsai 
Club  

Visit their website – www.vicnativebonsai.com.au - 
well worth a look. 

 School of Bonsai Visit their website 
www.schoolofbonsai.com.au 

 Canberra Bonsai Society Put out a good newsletter - visit their website –  
www.cbs.org.au 

Bonsai Open 6-7th 
April 

Central Coast Bonsai 
Club 

For more details go to  
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au 

 Bonsai Society of 
Sydney 

Go to http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au  

11th Mar – 
Demonstration Evan 

Marsh 

Newcastle Bonsai 
Society 

Check out 
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/ 

17-20th May AABC National 
Convention 

Event Details 

28-29th March Royal Easter Show 
Bonsai Comp 

Sydney Showground, Olympic Park, Homebush 

 

http://www.bonsai.asn.au/
http://www.illawarrabonsaisociety.org/
http://www.bonsaisa.org.au/
http://www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au/
http://www.vicnativebonsai.com.au/
http://www.schoolofbonsai.com.au/
http://www.cbs.org.au/
http://www.centralcoastbonsai.com.au/
http://www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au/
http://newcastlebonsai.org.au/
https://bonsaisocietyqld.asn.au/Events/#!event/2024/5/16/36th-aabc-national-bonsai-convention
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