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Marrickville Community Centre 

Unit 44, 142 Addison Rd., Marrickville  

Tuesday 9 May @ 7.00pm 
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Full membership $40 

Concession  $25 

Family   $55 

Pensioner  $25 

 

SCBC wishes to thank Sydney City Council for their 

previous support for our Club by providing a meeting 

hall at a concessional rate.  
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We always welcome any contributions from 

members, so if you have a project underway, have 

a query, want to sell/swap/buy something, or 

otherwise have a tale to share, please get in 

contact via info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of 

the Committee members. 

 

 

 

 
A tree hugging tree
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The April meeting was very well attended with a mix of longer 

established members and an expanding group of new members.  

Great to see a good turnout and members actively contributing to 

the event. 

The meeting itself was again preceded by a learners class which kicked off at 6.00pm.  The class, which included 7 

attendees, was led by Bryan and John.  The feedback remains positive.  

At the meeting proper, Bryan welcomed new and established members.  There was a call for trees and resourcing 

ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ .ƻƴǎŀƛ ŎŀǊǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ the upcoming Royal Easter Show.  Members were encouraged to consider a trip to 

the show to support our cart and join one of the biggest audiences in the state for a showcase of Bonsai. A 

separate report on the Show is included in this edition of the Newsletter. 

The theme of the meeting was a show-and-tell of small (Kumono or smaller) trees.  And there were a healthy 

number of impressive specimens tabled, including some that would find their way to the Royal Easter Show. It 

seemed most participants had something to contribute which was great to see.   

There was also time for a workshop session and members demonstrated considerable gusto bringing their trees 

into order.  Judging by the amount of prunings on the benches, there will be a number of new-look bonsai this 

coming Spring. 
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The theme for the May meeting will be ά¢ƘŜ ¦ƴǳǎǳŀƭέΣ ƛΦŜΦ ƭŜǎǎ 

common tree species, shapes, styles or whatever is a bit out of the 

ordinary. 
 

Also, there will be a feedback session on radical bending with updates on more severe trunk or branch bending 

experiences.  Definitely not for the faint hearted. 
   

Members are requested to bring their Lilli Pilli tubestocks distributed last year in for viewing ς Dead or Alive. 
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There will be a Swap Table at the next meeting which will be 

stocked with whatever is brought along AND surplus trees from 

our street stall.  Members are encouraged to contribute to the table so if you have surplus tree(s) or materials 

bring it along.    

 

The private Facebook page run by John Brown is still going strong 

and anyone interested in participating should contact John for an 

invitation. There is some good quality chat on the Facebook page and members are encouraged to join.  

 

As normal, the turnout for the Bonsai competition was a 

complete unknown until the exhibits are actually benched, which 

can be JUST prior to judging. 

All the bonsai competition trees were located together in the one room on the Western side of the Flower and 

Garden pavilion.  Our cart was located just inside one of the doorways to the room, similar to last year.  This is a 

positive location to oversee the exhibits and liaise with the public.   

The number of trees entered was down compared to last year ς nearly 70 compared to approx. 100 last year.  The 

actual numbers of exhibitors was also lower.  Generally, the benches were laid out well but those who had their 

trees against the western wall were disadvantaged slightly by the blinds in the background. There was some 

suggestion that the quality of competition exhibits was marginally άƭowerέ ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

was that there were fewer truly outstanding trees benched.  Having said that, the reduced number meant that 

the trees were generously spaced ŀƴŘ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ ά{Ƙƻǿέ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘΦ  Feedback from the public was 

very positive. 

Our humble cart was well patronised despite the size and layout of the cart not being conducive to presenting 

bonsai to its best advantage and the display that formed the background to the cart was a distraction.  The star of 

ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎΩ WŀŎŀǊŀƴŘŀ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŎŜƛved positive comments.  It was a shame more of the trees 

nurtured by Club members could not be featured. Club representatives (Bryan, Chris, Frank, John and Lee) were 

consistently kept busy with interesting questions and comments.   

Our two club members who entered the competition did well.   
Under 400mm 

¶ Informal Upright - 2nd & 3rd Lee 

¶ Root over Rock - 2nd  Chris 

¶ Cascade and Semi Cascade - 2nd & 3rd Lee 

¶ Ficus - 1st Lee,  2nd Chris 

¶ Native - 2nd Lee 

¶ Any Other Style - 1st Lee 
Over 400mm 

¶ Ficus - 3rd Chris 

¶ Any Other Style - 1st Chris 
 

Well done to the competitors and representatives on the cart ς all jobs well done.  Other Club members should 

consider taking part in some capacity next year. 
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