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EDITORIAL MATTERS

TBA
Bryan
Ed
David
John
Chris
Vacant
Frank + above

We always welcome any contributions from
members, so if you have a project underway, have
a query, want to sell/swap/buy something, or
otherwise have a tale to share, please get in
contact via info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au or one of
the Committee members.

MEMBERSHIP
Full membership
Concession
Family
Pensioner

$40
$25
$55
$25

SCBC wishes to thank Sydney City Council for their
continued support for our Club by providing the
meeting hall at a concessional rate.
Hint for the month- do not get too close to your
plants when you are spray painting!
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The August meeting was well attended by a mixture of established
and new members which was great. The theme of the meeting
was bare trees and David gave a demonstration on aerial layering
on a Leptospermum and also presented a nice Crab Apple to seek input on styling options.
MONTHLY MEETING FEEDBACK August

David entertained the meeting with his experience air layering a gangly Leptospermum. His method was similar
to that demonstrated by Frank during one of the Zoom meetings held during the Covid lockdown, but with a few
variations for consideration. Members seemed interested so further examples can be expected in the future.

David lining up his next layering effort,
closely observed by members.

David then presented a formidable looking Crab Apple that is proposed to
undergo extensive re-modelling. The possibilities were discussed in detail
and it seem the end product will bear little resemblance to the tree as it
now presents. David is never one to do things by half.

August’s theme for display was Bare and Budding Trees.
A number were tabled:Pin Oak ready to bud
Maple grouping after pruning

Sydney City Bonsai Club, Newsletter

Sept 2022

Page 2

Tri-trunk Callery Pear?

Maple with impressive moss.

Chinese Elm that was bare a
week ago and a Swamp Cypress
which won’t be bare for long.

A nice Maple and a group Maple setting with
some serious moss growth. The wet weather
we have been having has been a bonanza for
growing moss

Stunning Crepe Myrtle and a Maple that
was the focus of considerable discussion
on its future styling direction.

Sydney City Bonsai Club, Newsletter

Sept 2022

Page 3

The theme for the September meeting will be budding, trees in new
leaf or recently styled. A step beyond those bare trees from last
month. Bring along a tree or two. Workshop - any tree you’d like to
work on (bear in mind season and whether bud swell has occurred). See “Things to do this month” for ideas of
what can be worked on.
SEPTEMBER MEETING AGENDA –
CONCRETE POTS & WORKSHOP

Chris will give a short demo on his experience making concrete pots. This has been carried over from our July
meeting.
A group of seven people, mostly club members, accepted the kind
invitation from Simon to view his collection on a bright and sunny
Sunday. It was well worth the effort as Simon has some impressive
bonsai projects underway. Unfortunately I became focussed on the plants and forgot to take photos with other
attendees present. However, I realised my oversight as I was leaving and scurried back and took some very
hurried but not well composed shots that do not do justice to the trees. My apologies to Simon.
SIMON’S COLLECTION

Flowering Cherry

Callistemon

Maple

Huge multi-trunk Maple

Another huge Maple???
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Oak???
Part of the collection

SWAP TABLE

FACEBOOK PAGE

MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE

There will be a Swap Table at the next meeting which will be stocked with
whatever is brought along. Members are encouraged to contribute to the
table. Bring some loose change and maybe grab a bargain.
The private Facebook page run by John Brown is still going strong and
anyone interested in participating should contact John for an invitation. I
am getting feedback that there is some good quality chat on the Facebook
page and members are encouraged to join.

Membership fees are due.

Payment on time is gratefully
appreciated. You can see John for a cash renewal or pay your fees
electronically to the following account (please include your name in the
payment details):Sydney City Bonsai Club Incorporated
BSB : 032-152. A/C : 166305

POTS THAT WILL NEVER SEE A
TREE by Lee

Don’t we all have pots like this or am I just weird? One of the downsides[?]
of being a bonsai enthusiast is the tendency to collect pots for which you
have no tree, not now, often never. This translates to a pot collection
greater than the number of trees you have. Still, you won’t have the right
pot for the next tree you are repotting. That’s the way it works.

Some pots are acquired because of their intrinsic charm even
though you know that the chances using them are minimal. I
have several pots that I bought and they sit on my TV cabinet, in
my bookcase and on the window sill in the kitchen just because I
could not resist their character.
I snatched a pot during a lunch break at an AABC Melbourne
conference, made by a Czech potter - totally taken by its
beauty. Only when I tried to put something in it did I realise that
use increased the chances of breaking off the ‘waves’ 100%. So it
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sits in the lounge room filled with Huon pine shavings and I love it. I
would really love to put a plant in it but it is simply too risky. So it
became an art object.
In April I was in a bonsai nursery in Tasmania, saw a pot and grabbed
it. It is made from Port Arthur ironstone clay and is simply stunning and
really ennobles the Kunzea it holds. Pure class. At another nursery the
same day I spotted a mame pot and bought it. Both pots almost the
same cost and I knew that the chances of using the small pot were
minimal. But I simply loved it. The problem being, most of my bonsai
are small and to use it as an accent plant pot would make it oversized for
most of my trees, small though it is. So it sits next to the Czech pot on
my cabinet where I can admire it daily. I do have an accent plant coming
along that might just do the trick but we shall see. Actually, it could be a
good accent pot for the Port Arthur pot. Spring and repotting brings
interesting revelations.
Another pot that I loved is simply a pot
that I won’t use because it is not my
style. But I was taken with the
imperfection on the side where it was too
close to the kiln when firing. A flaw made
it perfect. Do you have to use a pot if its
character is enough for you? I don’t think
so.
Last, an English potter’s burned pot that I
got from the same table that sold me the
Czech pot. It is misshapen and ‘burned’
and I LOVE its character. I haven’t yet
found a tree for it but that could be
because it sits in my bookcase well away
from the selection of pots I have
outside. This pot I will use - I just don’t
know when.
Most of my trees are in handmade pots or quality older commercial pots
and yet my unused pot collection outnumbers my trees. We are all that
way - it is part of the joy of being a bonsai enthusiast - your interest and
collection stretches to interesting pots. I like handmade and unusual. I’m
not into brown pots or standard commercial pots. Two pots I got recently
from Janet Selby are unusual and well loved.
The Cotoneaster is a very young plant and needs a couple of years to
become a nice tree but I love it with the pot - very much out of the ordinary
but it works. Well, I think it works. Once it fills out and becomes more in
tune with the pot it will be absolute fun. Yes, you can have fun pots!!
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The Saotome Azalea suits the deliberately ‘broken’ pot - it is different, it is
not boring and it complements the tree. I get enjoyment from both of the
odd pots every time I walk my benches. Pot collecting is fun whether you
use the pot or not. It all adds to the charm of bonsai.
WHAT PEOPLE GET UP TO

Bryan has consented to share one of
his other interests with us – take it
away Bryan :Bonsai literally means
‘planted in a container’.
As such Bonsai is both
tree and pot. A good pot
can set off a tree, frame it
and help create a story. As Lee’s pots above indicate the right
pot harmonises and enhances the tree.

I play around with ceramics and have made a dozen or more
pots for my trees. Pictured are a few different style pots that I have made. I am still experimenting with form and
finishes and hope to one day have bespoke pots for all my trees.
I work out of Claypool, a workspace studio, 1605 Botany Rd. If you are interested in designing a pot or two for
your trees, Claypool is on line. They offer classes, or space to create your ideal pot. There are other ceramic
workspaces around the area that may also provide a space for you to work on creating bonsai pots.
If making your own pot isn’t your thing, consider buying a handmade one from a potter. Potters often sell pots at
club shows and exhibitions. If you see something you like but it is not the right size for your tree, you might even
ask the potter to create one for you.
For ideas about how to choose an appropriate pot for your tree, check out the article on page 3 of the February,
2021 SCBC Newsletter. It provides a number of considerations and ideas on harmonising tree and pot.
ARTICLES OF INTEREST

If you become aware of any articles on the web, or elsewhere, that may be
of interest to members you can use this space to pass on the word. Just
send an e-mail to the Club’s address with the contact details for the article

and we can put it in this section.
The Canberra Bonsai Society’s newsletter contains an interesting article on “movement” – worth a look. Also look
out for their exhibition on 8th to 9th October – check their website for details. Make it a weekend stay in Canberra
and take in the CBS show and The Arboretum.
Illawarra Bonsai Society’s newsletter has a good article on repotting.
The Bonsai Society of Australia has its annual show on 2nd to 4th September but those dates may have passed by
the time this Newsletter is published.
The Bonsai Society of Sydney (Magumi) are having a bonsai display in the Calyx at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Sydney from 9th to 11th September – check their website for more details.
The RAS Garden Competition is still open – so if you have a notable garden, this is your chance to show it off. See
RAS website for details
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THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH by John
September
1
2

You should have repotted your deciduous trees by now.
Spring is when trees will quickly grow and can get out of hand if you do not continually monitor and
maintain them. Trees require continual tip pruning to keep compact growth and develop ramification and
shorten inter-nodes. New growth on deciduous trees will be vigorous and the way they are trimmed
depends on what stage the tree is at.
a. For younger trees the trunk will thicken more if you allow shoots to lengthen before trimming back to
one or two leaves. Don't worry if leaves are large and internodal length is long because you are trying
to establish strength and bulk.
b. For medium age trees, allow first leaf to open and removing the next leaf only after it becomes fully
opened.
c. For mature trees, the pinching process changes. The first leaf remains and then the emerging leaf is
nipped out before opening.
Pines are actively growing, and the candle reduction must be performed to balance the growth around the
tree.
When planning to repot natives prune as necessary a week or two before repotting. That way the buds get
a head start on regrowth before repotting.
As the overnight temperatures get above 15 degrees C tropical trees can be returned to outdoors from
winter protection and start work on them.
Start fertilizing evergreens again heavily but not for about two weeks after they've been repotted to avoid
burning the new root growth.
Evergreens that have been in the ground for growth can be lifted and be potted, or root pruned and
replanted for further growth.
Pines, and in particular Japanese Black Pine, prefer their roots cut back this month.
Flowering trees such as Apricot, Cherry and Quince should have flowered in late winter. Foliage develops
quickly after flowering so trim back early aggressive growth to increase branching volume.
In Syndey, Azaleas are regularly attacked by leaf sucking insects. A spray program should be commenced
mid-September and continue until the end of summer. High humidity will result in diseases destroying the
flowers. As soon as the buds begin to open place the tree under cover and hand water the soil only.
Wisteria can be spectacular in flower. Remove spent flowering heads as soon as the flowering is finished.
Long thin canes (whips) will develop. They will be unlikely to flower and should be cut back leaving the 2
or 3 unopened buds located where the whips emerge from the plant. These remaining buds will produce
compact growth and particularly flowering material.
Yamadori can be collected now.

3
4
5
6
7
9
10
11

12

13

Sources:
1.
2.
3.

AusBonsai Wiki
“Bonsai, Its Art, Science, History and Philosophy” by D R Koreshoff
Dennis McDermott, School of Bonsai
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Max/Min BOM temperature forecasts (Observatory Hill) for the upcoming months including 14 day rolling
average, provided by David follow:-

BONSAI EVENTS CALENDAR
2nd – 4th Sept 2022
Nepean Bonsai
Society Newsletter

26th-27th Aug 2022

9th – 11th Sept 2022

8th – 16th October
2022

Bonsai Society of Australia has its
annual show.
Visit their website www.nepeanbonsaisociety.org see what the mountain people
get up to.
Illawarra Bonsai Society “The
Tops” Bonsai Weekend
Bonsai Society of South Australia
website
Yarra Valley Bonsai Newsletter
Victorian Native Bonsai Club
Newsletter
Bonsai Society of Sydney

Canberra Bonsai Society
9th World Bonsai Exhibition – A
VIRTUAL event. Also there is a
photo competition for use at the
World Bonsai Convention Photo
Exhibition

Visit their website – www.bonsai.asn.au

Visit their website for more details –
www.illewarrabonsaisociety.org - good content in
their newsletter
Worth a visit – www.bonsaisa.org.au
Visit their website www.yarravalleybonsai.org.au
Visit their website – www.vicnativebonsai.com.au well worth a look.
The BSS is hosting a bonsai display in the Calyx at
Royal Botanic Gardens, Sydney. Visit their website
for more details – www.bonsaisocietysydney.org.au
Visit their website – www.cbs.org.au
www.world-bonsai-convention-2022.com Close-off
date for comp 15th May see website for details

Most clubs have re-commenced meeting. Check out their web-sites or give them a call for meeting details.
Attending another club is worth the effort.
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