Green Square Community Hall
3 Joynton Avenue Zetland

7pm Tuesday 10 December 2019
Christmas get together. See opposite
for details.

7pm Tuesday 11 February 2020

NOTE! No January meeting. February
meeting details will be announced in
the next newsletter.

0432 461 025

W info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au

@ http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au

PO Box 486
— Summerhill NSW 2130

Patron TBA

President Chris

Vice President Neville

Secretary David

Treasurer Bryan

Newsletter Editor Roz

Librarian Les

Committee Frank, John, Ed &
Lee

Full Membership $40

Concession $25
Family $55
Pensioner S25

SCBC wishes to thank Sydney City
Council for their continued support for
our club by providing the hall at a
reduced rate.

Christmas get together — bring in a plate of food to share. Please
don’t over cater as we want to minimise wasteful leftovers. SCBC
Committee will supply beverages.

BRING IN A BONSAI as part of door entry for members. We will
have a set of mystery categories only known to Chris as prizes.

Optional - You can decorate a bonsai using a theme from a well
known movie, song, book title or saying. See if members can
guess your decorated tree theme. A Christmas theme is OK too!

Yes, it is that time of the year again!

SCBC Members’ Trees 2019 Highlights

— page 2

Sydney Summer Challenges Including Level 2

Water Restrictions - page 3
What To Look For in a Stock Plant by Lee —page 4
Peter’s Root Over Rock Two Years On —page 5
Black Pine Diary for Summer by Jamie Milner - pageb
Bonsai Events Calendar —page 6

No SCBC meeting in January: Have a happy festive season and see you all
in February!



SCBC 2019 MEMBERS TREES

SCBC Members Trees- 2019 Highlights

Thanks to all those members who have brought in trees
for our monthly bench during the year. As we close off
2019, | thought it might be good to look back on some

of them.

Azalea

eroendru ‘

Left: Banskia
Above: Fig

Top Left: Chinese EIm Top Right: Cottoneaster
Bottom Left: Olive Bottom Right: Japanese Black Pine

Allocasurina Callistemon at Easter Show and later in flower
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SYDNEY SUMMER CHALLENGES

Sydney Water Restrictions Level 2

From 10 December, Sydney-siders will be faced with
Level 2 water restrictions because of low dam levels and
the extended drought. This presents a huge challenge
for us keeping bonsai during the summer months and
during the upcoming holidays.

Under Level 2 water restrictions you are not allowed to
use a hand-held hose or sprinkler for your garden. You
can
* use a watering can or bucket before 10 am and
after 4 pm each day.
*  adripirrigation or smart watering system* for
15 minutes before 10 am and after 4 pm each
day
* apply fertiliser or pesticide through a sprayer
attached to a hose with an on-off control at the
hand-piece
* use recycled water (through the purple pipes);
grey-water from sinks showers washing
machines etc; collected rain water (provided
you don’t top up your tank with tap water); and
bore water, at any time.
You cannot
* use a standard sprinkler, soaker hose, weeping
hose, mist sprayer, tap timer or permanent
watering system with an ordinary tap timer.
* Allow water to run off onto hard surfaces such
as paths or roadways.
There will be “Water Rangers” about and you can get a
$220 fine

! Smart-watering systems need to include automated
weather adjustment, a rain sensor or soil moisture
sensor. It is not just a watering system with a tap timer.

Protect your plants if you expect a 40° day.
You can cover them with shade cloth or half
bury the pots in trays of moist sand or put them
under the protection of you garden trees. Don’t
leave them on hard concrete surfaces or next to
stone or brick walls in full sun. Mames in small
pots can be grouped together in trays of moist
sand/newspaper to keep the humidity up.

If you are going on a holiday it is an idea to
show the person who is responsible for
watering your trees just how much water you
do give them as they may be unaware how
much water a bonsai does need. Automatic
sprinkler systems unless they have the “smart”
attachments can’t be used this summer! Also
your responsible person is restricted to before
10 am and after 4 pm. This will be a real
challenge!

Leave any repotting until you have returned
from holidays as it is the after-care that really
counts. If you have to do an emergency repot
(e.g. curl grubs or root rot) make sure you put
the plant in a sheltered area or shade house
with instructions to your “carer”.

Bonsai maintenance-December/January

Bonsai — Summer, Holidays & Water
Restrictions

» Consistency of watering is even more
important now that we enter Summer. |If
you miss out on watering your trees just for one
hot Summer day it could badly set them back.
Its not the sun that kills trees, it is a lack of
water. Planning watering for before 10 am and
after 4pm by hand is a “must”.

Undo or cut wire that has commenced
cutting into branches or trunk. Plants are
growing fast at this time of the year so a regular
check is a must. Keep pruning and pinching if
you want to keep your plants in shape.

Cut off the semi-hardened spring-growth
candles of Japanese Black pines (details p6)

Defoliate healthy deciduous trees. You can
get a brand new crop of smaller leaves more in
proportion to the size of the tree. Remember to
cut off the leaf and leave the small stem
(petiole) so that the new bud is not damaged.
You can defoliate wisterias, Japanese maples,
Chinese elms, ginkos etc. However do not
defoliate Crepe Myrtles if you want flowers.
Alternatively defoliate the large leaves over a
longer period. This is less stressful to the tree.




WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN A STOCK PLANT

What to Look for when Buying a Stock
Plant for Bonsai

BY LEE

Small Leaf Privet
Positives: exaggerated trunk movement, some branch
structure, taper and interest.

Negatives: Branches going east and west, no direction,
no charm

Solution:

Block off the right branch and you have a compact tree
that has movement and interest

Block off the left branch and you have a tree that looks
to have a broken back and is out of balance. Yes, you
can change the angle so the now upright trunk is
leaning sharply to the left. | do think, if you tilt the tree
to the left, that it will look uncomfortable and odd with
that long, bare swan neck.

| removed the right branch and am wiring and styling
the foliage. The tree needs at least a year to 18 months
to develop decent foliage pads but it will get there and
it will be an odd tree with an unmistakable charm. And,
most importantly, it is in balance- or will be when the

right foliage pad extends and fills out. And yes, it has bar
branching but once the foliage pads have developed the

attention will be taken off the bar and it will not detract
from the tree’s character.

Privet now has very interesting
character and can be developed
over the next 18 months
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Olive

An olive with a trunk with a
slightly beat-about look that is
quite appealing. But as purchased

it has little charm with 3 pom

poms of foliage pads, no direction

and not a great deal of
movement.

Solution:

Plant it on an angle to increase the movement in the
trunk. Shorten the apical branch to remove the
thickened area and refine the taper. Wire and trim the
foliage pads so they are asymmetrical and give the tree
a definite direction. Again, it needs one to two years to
fully develop the foliage pads but it has interest, charm,
direction, taper and a lot of potential.

Olive after its initial styling and then put
into an appropriate pot.

It is hard for newbies to be able to look forward and
analyse a tree’s potential but if special attention is paid
to the trunk, movement and branch position it is quite
possible to turn a sow’s ear into a silk purse. Or an
uninteresting stock plant into a bonsai with potential.
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PETER’S ROOT OVER ROCK

Peter's Root over Rock Sequence Two Year’s Later

In November 2017 Peter commenced a root over rock
using a Chinese EIm. He unwrapped it one year later but
the roots had not yet properly attached so he wrapped
it up again for another year.

Now November 2018 he was ready to unwrap it again
to see if it was ready for the next step;

Peter first revised the steps he had taken in preparing
the root over rock: He found the best position to drape
the long roots over the rock and used rubber bands or
budding tape but never wire to make the roots follow
the contours of the rock.

He often uses muck, a mixture of cow dung clay and
water to help with the adhesion of the roots to the rock.
In this case he used soil. Once secured the whole thing
was wrapped tightly in cling wrap and then used a
stocking knotted a number of times to tighten the
plastic. Any remaining gaps were filled with small pieces
of polystyrene. The roots at the bottom of the rock were
left free to grow at the base of the large pot.

When potting, fertilised soil was used to encourage root
growth. The container has to be sufficiently deep to
enable you to cover the protruding roots plus the
root/rock area. You need to have at least 5¢cm of soil in
the bottom of the pot and then slowly cover the
root/rock up leaving only about 5 cm of root/rock
exposed. When you water, you water from the top and
this will ensure that some of the water will run behind
the plastic keeping the root/rock area moist.

After 2 eas the roots are nicely attached

“Now that the roots are well bonded to the rock it's
time to start developing the tree as a bonsai. Until now
very little shaping has been done as | wanted maximum
vegetative growth to fatten up the roots.

Prior to clipping a few weeks short the growth was
about 1.2 metres high and essentially straight up.

So now we begin to shape the tree- | am aiming for
about 30cm total height from where the rock meets the
soil and it will take about a couple of years to get the
basic shape established and then continual vigilance to
refine the ramification that | envision.”

Above: rubber bands to
attach roots
Above right: Clingwrap
Right: Stocking tied over the
Clingwrap

©2016 Sydney City Bonsai Club Incorporated Y1492126 Page 5 of 6



BLACK PINE DIARY & EVENTS

Summer Black Pine Diary
JAMIE MILNER

In December

For small bonsai — no fertilising this month. For medium
size bonsai — continue with the fertilising program as in
the previous months.

At the end of December:

e Cut off all new branch growth (this year’s
candles), right back to the terminal pair of
the last year’s needles in the weak growth
area.

e Use very sharp scissors to make a clean, up-
wards facing, cut. | suggest this type of cut so
that the majority of new buds that will form a
little later will be positioned better than if the
slope of the cut were down-wards facing.

e Inten days time, repeat the process in the
medium growth area of the tree.

e Ten days after that, repeat the process in_
the strong growth area.

In January

About 1 week to 10 days later you will notice new bud
growth. Buds can best be described as tiny green
‘acorns’ when they first appear around the newly cut
branches. By the end of January they burst into new
growth that looks a little like new growth on a cedar or
larch. The new growth colour is lighter than mature
needles with a touch of blue and they are also fatter
than the standard black pine needles. As January turns
into February, this is the time to start to thin new buds.

In my experience, this is about the most critical part of
the whole process. Depending on the health and age of
the tree, some branches will form from three to six
buds. Select the two buds that best suit the direction

you want the new branches to grow in and remove the
rest carefully using tweezers. Work carefully because
the new buds are not yet very firmly attached to the
branch and can easily be damaged. Complete this
process by the end of February. Do not remove any
buds after that time.

From the time of branch cutting, be particularly
attentive to your watering regime. Do not allow your
tree to dry out or become distressed due to lack of
water. Give them plenty of water. The coarse sandy soil
mix will ensure that the roots do not become
waterlogged. Do not fertilise your trees this month,
regardless of their size. (Fertilising recommences in
March).

The cost of not undertaking the task of removing
unwanted buds is that new branches will develop from
those buds and the tree will expend energy on growing
those branches that will spoil the shape. Also additional
buds result in stronger growth. We don’t want isolated
areas of growth. We are striving through this technique
to create balanced in vigour over the entire tree.

|. cut off growth in
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Bonsai Events Calendar

Date Event

Details

8-10 Nov 2019 Newcastle Bonsai Society Annual

Exhibition

Charlestown Bowling Club, Charlestown

23-29 Mar 2020 |National Arboretum Bonsai Week

National Arboretum, Canberra

15-18 May 2020 |AABC National Convention

Hosted by Illawarra Bonsai Society. Bankstown Sports Club, Sydney




