NEXT CLUB MEETINGS May Meeting

Green Square Community Hall * Discussion on Bonsai Soils - David
3 Joynton Avenue Zetland

7pm Tuesday 14 May 2019
Discussion on Bonsai Soils — David.
Members work on trees.

7pm Tuesday 11 June 2019

*  Member styling hotspot

e Bring your own trees to work on

Wiring Basics — Bryan. Members work
on trees.

CONTACT DETAILS

. 0432 461 025

W info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au

ENES ™

A bonsai garden to die for! Kunio Kyobashi’é gdrden in japan

@ http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au In this issue

PO Box 486 :
£ summerhill NSW 2130 Bonsai at the 2019 Royal Easter Show— page 2-3

* Rod Donegan’s Soil Mix for Bonsai and Why -page 4

COMMITTEE * Melaleuca — Rags to Riches by Roz — page 5
Patron TBA *  Bonsai Soil Mixes— page 6
President Bryan )
Vice President Neville Bonsai Events Calendar — page 6
Secretary David - -
Treasurer Chris Reminder - World Bonsai Master Event
Newsletter Editor Roz
Librarian Les

. Book for the World Bonsai
Committee Frank, John & Ed Master’s Event at the National
MEMBERSHIP Arboretum, Canberra 30

August-2 September with
Kunio Kyobashi and Ryan Neil.

Full Membership $40

Concession $25 https://www.nationalarboretum.act.gov.au/living-collection/bonsai/world-bonsai-masters
Family $55 Master Kunio Kobayashi from Japan is regarded as one of the best bonsai
Pensioner $25 artists in the world. He is a four-time recipient of the prestigious Prime

Ministers award and has worked on 16 Kokufu-ten prize winning bonsai.
SCBC wishes fo thank Sydney City Ryan. Neil apprentl'ced with esteemed Japangse master l\/.lasz.ah|.ko Kimura
Council for their continued support for ~ for six years. Now in the USA Ryan has established Bonsai Mirai where he
our club by providing the hall at a combines cutting edged horticulture with unparalleled design aesthetics.
reduced rate.
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2019 SYDNEY ROYAL EASTER SHOW

Sydney City Bonsai Club Stand

A big thanks to Chris for his enormous effort in
organising our highly successful Sydney City Bonsai Club
Stand at the Royal Easter Show. Not only was the display
excellent with many of the public saying “wow- how
beautiful”, our volunteers were kept very busy
answering questions about bonsai and generating
interest for potential bonsai club members. Chris, his
son and Bryan were responsible for getting all of the
loaned trees to and from the show and setting up the
stand in the midnight hours. Chris also ensured that we
had a system for protecting our trees and watering both
the competition trees and our own. Well done Chris.

Bryan explaining about bonsai at 2019 Royal Easter Show

Bonsai Competition

The SCBC Committee wishes to thank all of the
members who entered the RAS Bonsai Competition this
year. It is an effort to prepare your trees and stands and
get them into and back from the show at the allocated
times. Well all of that effort paid off because our club
members received 23 of the 35 awards given by the RAS
with Amanda getting the bonsai under 400mm
Champion major award.
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Amanda’s Water Gum - Champion Bonsai under 400mm

Lee, Doug, Neville, Amanda and James received
multiple awards and first timers like Bryan and Roz were
also recognised with awards. Congratulations to
everyone. We wish to thank Chris and Lee for helping to
get the trees of other members to the showground and
setting them up. We hope your club can build on our
success next year.

Selection of Doug’s winning
trees

Selection of Lee’s winnning
trees




2019 ROYAL EASTER SHOW conrinuep

More from the Bonsai Competition

(

UNEY ROYAL, EASTER SHOW/j-

BONSAI - OVER 400MM

The 2019 Supreme Champion Bonsai went to Ms Paulette
Martin. Sydney City Bonsai Club donates the Supreme
Champion Prize in honour our past patron Sue Brennan

A Few Words of Thanks from Chris -
2019 RAS

Team,

The Royal Easter Show has finally wound up, an I’'m glad
it has! The feedback | have received leads me to believe
that we did a good job, and our efforts were highly
appreciated by the Show patrons and the RAS.

| think our stand was populated by some great trees and
very willing and capable personnel. | am indebted to the
efforts of everyone who provided their time and energy
to the Stand. | also express my thanks to the people

who generously provided trees to share with the public.

James’ Banskia was first in Native over 400mm The quality and quantity of the bonsai competition

(other than Ficus) entries was notably superior to last year. The day-to-day
custodianship of the competition trees by personnel
from our Stand was very effective and significantly
contributed to the success of the competition display. |
congratulate the competition winners (who principally
came from clubs supporting the Stand).

Once again | express my thanks to everyone for your
assistance, time and expertise. The Royal Easter Show is
probably the greatest single exposure Bonsai has to the
public in NSW. Without your efforts that exposure
would not have been as effective as it was.

Hoping to see you about the same time next year?

Bryan’s entered the competition for the first time Regards,

and won a second in root over rock style. Chris
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ROD'S SOIL MIX FOR BONSAI AND WHY

Rod's Soil Mix for Bonsai and Why

At our March meeting a number of people asked
horticulturist Rod Donegan to describe what he would
recommend as a good bonsai soil mix. Here is his
recommendation.

Rod Donegan Bonsai Soil Mix
30% pumice (1-7 mm)
30% UXP (unexploded perlite) 2-5 mm

7-10% Zeolite (may offer specific thermal properties)*
(can be readily replaced with UXP when not available)

10-13% Gr3 Vermiculite.
10% pine bark (or quality home made compost)
10% coir peat (or quality home made compost)

*re zeolite, one major supplier definitely recommends
not more than 10% zeolite in bonsai mixes.

What does this Mix Offer for Bonsai?

The above mix will give a maximum water holding
capacity (WHC) of about 32% to 36% depending on
depth of container....(perfect for trees).

This combination achieves >20% air filled porosity (AFP)
at full field capacity i.e. maximum air filled porosity.

Mineral elemental make up is excellent acting as reserve
should excess rain or overwatering (without proper
fertilisation occur).

Quality loam contains: 40% sand 40% silt 20% clay (plus
5-10% organic matter). In bonsai we seek to mimic
nature wherever possible, but since we are in a
container, this closes out 5 of 6 sides, so of necessity,
we must substantially increase air filled porosity (AFP).
That means our average particle size must increase
which most of these medias address, while also making
gains in water holding capacity due to particle porosity
characteristics.

What we are doing in choosing specific bonsai media, is
to maintain ample AFP at all times for optimum root
oxygen = health.

So pumice and UXP replace sand and silt and combined
offer higher WHC and much higher AFP than sand and
silt. Zeolite, formed from the glass component of
volcanic ash, has a high CEC to help with nutrient
uptake.
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Vermiculite replaces Akadama. Vermiculite (like clay in
sail) is the power house for trace and some macro
mineralogy, hence microbiological development.
Ausperl Namekara Vermiculite offers continued high
WHC and AFP over many years.

ALL Organic matter will break down, compress
substantially and acidify increasing WHC and
dramatically lowering AFP. Organic matter acidification
will restrict key elemental take up, so when growing in
small containers it is best to to have less organic matter
than normal ground soil. Composted organic material
serves as a nutrient reserve for the micro-organisms in
soil.

UXP, Pumice and Vermiculite have 10 to 20x lower
hydraulic resistance, than organic matter. Consequently,
plants can access at least 15% of the very last 20% of
the water (and nutrients) remaining in the container
with ease (very valuable on a hot summers day). This
water is certainly poorly available at very high water
tension, for mixes designed with elevated organic
material components.

Vermiculite has very high CEC to hold cationic fertilisers
well, as does zeolite. Vermiculite however has a much
broader mineral structure being extremely rich in
potassium, calcium, magnesium, iron and other key
trace elements.

S

Pumice (Top left), UXP (Top Right), Zeolite (Bottom Left),
Vermiculite (Bottom Right)

Continued on page 6
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MELALEUCA - RAGS TO RICHES

Melaleuca - Rags to Riches

BY ROZ

| have written this story to encourage others to give
natives a go because in a relatively short space of time
you can convert a nursery stock plant to a tree worth
putting on the bench and in a competition.

| purchased a Melaleuca styphiloides stock plant in May
2017 from Bonsai World in Jilliby. | could see potential in
the tree because it already had a good sized trunk with
a strong bend in it a few centimetres from the base.

Melaleuca styphiloides My 2017

| cut the tree a couple of centimetres above the bend of

the trunk leaving only a couple of shoots below. | also
shortened the root system by about half using a knife
the slice across the root ball. Although melaleuca
species a generally very robust, | always develop my
natives in stages not doing too much to them sat any
one time. | then planted the tree in a generous training
pot using a good native bonsai soil mix. The mix | used
was that recommended by the Victorian Native Bonsai
Club (2 parts diatomite, 1 part mini pine bark, % choir
peat, ¥ perlite).

The plant responded well over the next year | began
shaping the branches and cut back the foliage.

ela/euca October 018
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When | went to repot the tree, | found that the whole
pot was full of tiny roots but basically none of the tree
had developed any decent nebari. | changed the potting
mix — replacing the diatomite with pumice and the
perlite with vermiculite and let the tree grow on.

By March of 2019, two years after purchase, the tree
was now ready to be put into a bonsai pot and | found
“just the one” at the Auburn AusMarket sales.

Though the tree was now sitting better in the right sized
pot, the soil area near the base of the tree still looked
like a “lump.” | excavated the soil and fine roots hoping
to find some larger roots to expose the

Despite this, | decided to enter the tree in the Royal
Easter Show in the section natives (other than fig) over
400mm. | managed a second and | was really stoked.

— =
April 2019, Two years after styling, my Melaleuca is
now benchable.

The tree is still very young and has a way to go. It needs
to have the nebari further developed and its foliage
needs to be refined and cut a little closer in. So give a
native a go — they grow fast; the can get results in a
relatively short time and are really rewarding.

Koreshoff Bonsai Potting Mix

7 scoops of washed gravel (screenings)
3 scoops of choir peat

1 scoop of Standard Dynamic Lifter (make sure it is
Standard only as other variations have chemicals added
that will burn the roots.
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BONSAI SOIL MIXES & EVENTS CALENDAR

Rod's Bonsai Soil mix continued from p.3

UXP is moderate to low, with Pumice offering moderate
CEC values. UXP, Vermiculite and Pumice all offer huge

It is not the only combination and broadly different and
sometimes quite successful mixes are possible and still

get good results by observant growers can be obtained.
However this type or mix or close there to, approaches

internal porosity for microbiology development and this
particle voidage tends to be substantially larger than
zeolite with extremely fine pores.

much closer the apex of "optimum" for many bonsai
offering larger margins for safety and better balance for
winter and summer and inclement growing conditions.
It also offers very good media temperature buffering

This allows beneficial fungi to readily populate these -
characteristics and can last up to 7 years.

medias. Fungi are critically essential for balanced tree
growth to establish and provide high levels of
nutritional and hydration synergy and health.

Aboretum Bonsai Soil Mix

Fungi gain access to the plants starch reserves, and in
return feed both water containing soluble mineral
nutrients to the plant through millions of tiny hyphae
filaments.

40% diatomite or natural pumice (4-7 mm)

20% zeolite (pink/orange colour and very sharp)
20% mini-pine bark

20% choir peat

For Natives: often use Martins Native mix but sifted to
remove the <2mm particles)

Nepean Club Bonsai Mix

4 scoops washed gravel

2 scoops zeolite (4mm)
Composted organic material serves as a nutrient reserve for
the micro-organisms in soil. Choir peat and orchid bark break
down more slowly than other organic materials.

| scoop well composted manure (sieve out dust)
2 scoops Yates premium potting mix (orange bag)

Add more gravel for conifers. If you don’t have zeolite,
add more gravel. Add handful of Osmocote. For shohins
and mames use UXP (2-3mm) instead of gravel and 2
mm zeolite. Sieve potting mix through 4mm to eliminate
large particles.

This mix as a very good starting point. Should it be
changed? It should be tweaked for specific cultivars e.g.
to increase or decrease maximum water holding
capacity put together with the correct fertilisation.

Bonsai Events Calendar

Date Event Details

17-20 May 2019/32™ AABC Convention Mantra Bell City, Melbourne. Hosted by Victorian Native

Bonsai Club

8-9 Jun 2019 Church of England Grammar Rowing Facility, 86 Wharf Road

Gladesville. Bonsai Federation of Australia Northern Inc

Bonsai By the Harbour featuring
Masayuki Fujikawa

23-25 Aug 2019 |The Tops Weekend lllawarra Stanwell Tops Conference Centre.

Central Coast Bonsai Club Annual
Show and Bonsai Open Competition

7-8 Sep 2019 Mingara Recreational Club Mingara Drive Tumbi Umbi

8-10 Nov 2019

Newcastle Bonsai Society Exhibition |Charlestown Bowling Club, Charlestown




