sydney city

NEXT CLUB MEETINGS

Green Square Community Hall
3 Joynton Avenue Zetland

7pm Tuesday 13 June 2017

Brief talk on pesticides by Sue. Close
up demo on cutting pines for those
who need help. Bring trees or photos
for Easter Show stand.

7pm Tuesday 13 July 2017
Christmas meeting — details next
month

CONTACT DETAILS

0432 461025

M info@sydneycitybonsai.org.au

@ http://sydneycitybonsai.org.au

PO Box 486

Summerhill NSW 2130
COMMITTEE
Patron Dorothy Koreshoff
President Bryan
Vice President Sue
Secretary TBA
Treasurer Chris
Newsletter Editor Roz
Librarian Les
Committee Lee & Frank
MEMBERSHIP
Full Membership $40
Concession S25
Family $55
Pensioner S25

SCBC wishes to thank Sydney City
Council for their continued support for
our club by providing the hall at a
reduced rafe.

June Meeting
*  Special Demonstrator: Chris Allnut — An evening not to be missed!
(see below for more details)

*  Members styling hotspot and work on your trees.

The June meeting will be special!
Chris Allnut (Australian Bonsai Association Inc)

Chris has a love and a strong penchant for minis
and shohin bonsai and has the knowledge and
dedication to do a great deal of grafting to get
stunning thick trunks on very small trees.

At the June meeting Chris will be talking about developing minis and will
have a selection of some of his finest for our inspiration. Chris has been
into bonsai for decades and has a deservedly fine reputation for the
quality of his trees so this is an evening not to be missed.

Remember - 7pm for a 7:30 pm start. See you at the talk.

In this Issue:

*  Marc Noelanders Transforms Melaleuca at AABC— page 2
e 2017 AABC Exhibition and Bonsai Critique -page 3

* New Feel to Amusing Mini by Lee — page 4

*  Misnaming a Style by Lee — page 5

* Food and Tonic — the Difference-by Lee page 5

* Demonstration on Inexpensive Bonsai — page 6

* Bonsai Events Calendar — page 6

Reminders

*  Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held at the July
meeting. At the AGM we spill out all current Committee members
and club members vote for the next round of Committee
members. You need to be a financial member to vote, so bring
your annual fees to this meeting. Nomination forms will be
available from Chris and think about becoming involved as it is
great fun.

* Don't forget that Bonsai By the Harbour is on this weekend, that
is before our club meeting on Tuesday. Sydney Church of England
Grammar School’s Rowing Facility, 86 Wharf Road, Gladesville
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NOELANDERS TRANSFORMS MELALEUCA

Marc Noelanders Transforms
Melaleuca At 2017 AABC

Belgium born Marc Noelanders is
world leading non-Japanese bonsai
artist who has studied under Master
¥ Kimura and mentored by John Naka
s and Saburo Kato. Founder of the
Noelanders Trophy, this European

exhibition attracts 30,000 visitors each year. Marc
excels in his artistic ability and attention to detail.

At the 2017 Australian Association of Bonsai Clubs
(AABC) conference in Brisbane, Marc imparted the
‘why” when applying his technical and artistic solutions
to raw bonsai material. This meant that we really
learned from his demonstrations. He certainly showed
that he could produce natural and high quality bonsai
from almost any tree.

Melaleuca raphiophylla

This tree has a beautiful
nebari and an interesting
slanting trunk. “I am thinking
of making this tree into a
weeping style because the
slanting trunk will let the
weeping leaves hang over as
a feature.” This tree is good
for a weeping style because
of the nature of the leaves. In
Europe often the tamarisk is
used for the weeping style.

After finding the viewing angle, Marc explained that he
would remove the lowest branch as it is crossing over
and keep the 2™ trunk. He will clean up the dead
stumps and get rid of the fat jin by making it thinner.

To help the audience to see just what he was working to
achieve, Marc drew the tree. He showed how he would
maximise the bend in the main trunk as the focal point
and then on either side have the two apexes filling in
the negative space. “Drawing your tree is a key
component in bonsai artistry as it crystallises where you
want to take your tree.”

For this type of styling he will use aluminium wire as it is
softer and the branches are brittle so no guy wires.
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After care is critical and for at least one month this tree
will not get full sun and be kept in a warm place.

Starting at the secondary trunk, Marc wired every single
branchlet into position down to Imm wire. He
explained that in 8-9 weeks the new little shoots will
extend upwards and he would need to wire these down
so that you get a cascade effect. After a while you will
need to make the branchlets shorter again but you will
need to keep the basic shape.

Wiring of the second trunk has been completed. In the close
up (left view), note how the branches are wired upward first
and then brought downwards with some being left longer
than others to make them look more natural.

He explained that there is quite an art in making the
weeping style look natural. You need to leave some of
the branchlets quite long whilst others shorter.

When shaping the apex (now working on the primary
apex), you need to keep the top high before the bend.
Do not just bend them straight down.

Drawing on left shows Marc's styling

For such an elegant tree he would choose a dark blue
oval pot (as this tree lives in swamps). Also he would
plant the tree higher and a little bit larger than the
existing one to better balance the cascades.
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2017 AABC EXHIBITION AND CRITIQUE

2017 AABC Bonsai Exhibition Critique by Marc Noelanders on
selected AABC Exhibition Trees

Here is a small selection of bonsai shown at AABC this

year. The bonsai were from various clubs in south This tree has been kept in a

eastern Queensland. pot for 3 years after 18 years

in the garden. Marc

emphasised that you need to
wire up and then down. He

would also probably take the
jins off and rather than the

This 92 year old whole front of the trunk
Bougainvillea gabra was being exposed, he would
awarded the 2017 AABC Best ensure that a few branches
Bonsai. hide the trunk a little to make

the tree a bit more i .
i (See details of how to wire for
mysterious. weeping style on page 2)

This literati Juniper
procumbens Nana is 61
years old. Marc explained
that he would use a smaller
pot and he would place the
tree higher up in the pot.
With respect to the carving,
he explained that the tree
would benefit by having
greater variation in colour of
the shari He would blacken
parts of the shari with a
torch and then apply the lime
sulphur. He would also
remove the lowest branch.

Chinese EIm (Ulmus
parvifolia), 28 years old was
given the 2017AABC
Outstanding Bonsai.

This double trunk tree
reminded Marc of one of
John Naka’s trees. Marc

would prefer the branches
were thicker but the trunks
look very old. Because of the
elegance of this bonsai it
would be much better in an
oval pot of the same brown
colour. The moss could be
improved by introducing two
colours rather than the single
colour and the moss mix

I was really captiva‘ted Ey

Indian Privet (Clerodendrum the trunk and branch
inermie) aged 13 years structure of this Willow should not be in patches.
Leaf Fig shohin
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NEW FEEL TO AMUSING MINI BY LEE

Change of Outlook Brings a New Feel
BY LEE

We work trees into specific styles according to their
most prominent attributes. Most trees will stay in the
initial style for the duration of their lives but some trees
develop along other lines and it can become necessary
to rethink the plan and change accordingly. The idea is
to always be improving the tree and if it takes a styling
change to doit.... Do it.

This covers branches that become too thick and destroy
the balance of the tree, an apex that becomes too tall
or too heavy and a new apex needs to be developed,
the back becomes more interesting than the front and
the tree is turned, or a total restyle so the tree becomes
something else. Great way to get a new interest in your
collection.

A weird elm root cutting developed into a gnomish
informal upright and had a certain elan until thickening
of the major root started to put the tree out of balance.

e

z L A
Avery small leaf elm root cutting styled as an amusing mini.

Tipping the pot and covering the roots on the right gave
me a good feel that the tree could be changed to a
semi-cascade with the removal of the right roots and a
complete change of axis.

This was done in a demonstration at the May meeting
and subsequent shaping of the foliage pads has given
the squat odd tree a totally new outlook.

As an added bonus it is well sized to utilise a lovely
crackle glaze yellow semi cascade pot that has long
been waiting for the right tree. More development of
the foliage pads and it will be a lovely little mini.
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The same tree after major surger removed the
right roots and changed the tree’s direction.

The roots that were eliminated have been potted up
and when spring tickles the growth buds | will start
developing another gnomish mini that could eventually
become a tree with character.

The cut off root potted to develop into another mini.

Glorious Pyracantha

Lee is an ardent fan of pyracantha and has found that in
Sydney her bonsai do not often have many berries.
However on a recent trip to New Zealand she realised
just how much better they do in a colder climate. See
glorious cascade of berries in picture on the left. In my
recent bonsai nursery travels | went to Bonsai World on
the Central Coast and found a stock pyracantha “Ruby
Mound” that has been specifically bred for its berries.
Hope it does well in Sydney.
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MISNAMING A STYLE & FOOD AND TONIC

Misnaming a Style - Clerodendrum
BY LEE

| got this clerodendron on a swap. It was not really
working as an informal upright. | saw it as a semi
cascade and the owner saw his chance to get rid of it.

| removed the too thick lowest branch ad planted itin a
training pot to allow the roots to develop downwards.
Cleros grow roots very rapidly so 4 months later |
removed it from the training pot and planted it in a semi
cascade pot. The intention was to let the roots develop
a bit more downwards and tilt the tree a bit more in the
coming spring.

Clerodendron, at the May meeting prior
to Lee restyling it. It is in its original
brown semi-cascade pot.

However, looking at it in its guise as a semi cascade —as
| had always imagined it — | realised it wasn’t. The
correct style was windswept and the pot was totally
wrong.

Cleros have a very strongly grooved bark and a small
Mirkwood pot proved to be ideal for the tree and |
repotted it the day after the demo. The smooth surface
of the pot compliments the rough textured bark — the
oval shape highlights the tree’s leftward growth and it
works.

| am leaving the back sacrifice branch for another
season just to thicken the lower trunk a bit more to
remove the slight feel of reverse taper. The ‘lump’ on
the apex of the trunk is developing a shoot that will
become the new apex and the high stiff branches will be
shortened.

Pots are very important in a tree’s styling and the only
time a wrong pot works is when the tree is in it just for
more growth and development. Then into a pot that is
the right size, shape and colour.

What a difference it makes when the tree is in the
correct pot and orientated in the new windswept style.

Food and Tonic - the Difference!

BY LEE

There seems to be confusion regarding the merits of
products like SeaSol and plant food. SeaSol and similar
products are root tonics and ideal for stimulating roots
after repotting, aiding an ailing plant or boosting plant
energy during winter months. The recommendation is
to feed one week, root stimulant the next. This is a
schedule most of us will never adhere to but using this
type of root tonic after repotting especially and just to
boost plants along is a good idea.

Actual feeding products should always be natural...
never chemical as chemical based plant foods can burn
the roots in a bonsai pot. Products like Charlie Carp and
PowerFeed are natural and are always used at HALF
strength. We want to feed the trees but not give them
an excessive amount that will lead to rampant growth
or larger leaves. The recommended usage is once a
fortnight and it is useless to feed when the
temperatures are in the 30s and when the plants are
dormant. Some enthusiasts continue to feed a weaker
solution during the colder months. In our weather trees
grow most of the year so in warmer climates a very light
feeding during the cooler months is acceptable.

When spring comes it is better to wait until the first
burst of growth has hardened off before feeding. If you
give your trees too much food as the new growth is
developing the growth will be out of control and leaves
too large. So wait until the first spring growth is mature
and then start your feeding regime. During this period
using a root tonic is fine and beneficial for the plant.

Root tonics like Seasol are NOT plant food and need to
be supplemented with a proper natural fertiliser for
maximum plant health.



INEXPENSIVE BONSAI & EVENTS CALENDAR

Inexpensive Bonsai

At lllawarra Bonsai Club’s Annual Show, Laurie Hanely
gave a very informative talk on how you can make
inexpensive bonsai.

In 2014 Laurie struck some Swamp Cypress (Taxodium)
cuttings in small pots. The following season, he grew
them in cheap plastic colanders containing free draining
potting mix in water trays for 2 years. In order to
increase the trunk size he allowed sacrifice branches to
grow well below the lead branch.

He experimented with fertiliser regimes and found that
while extremely strong organic fertiliser made the
young plant struggle for a few months, eventually it did
better than both the normal amount of fertiliser or the
other with just tonic added.

He then commenced a group planting using the top of
an old birdbath as the pot with drilled drain holes. For
ground cover, he grows Corsican mint and mini bamboo
in old sausage trays which he keeps under his bonsai
stands. You only have to buy or acquire one plant of
each type and just keep propagating it.

He cut a wedge in the roots in order to get the main
tree and secondary tree closer together. If the setting is
to look natural then you need to use similar trees e.g.
don’t mix very straight trunks with curved trunks. You
should also use odd numbers of trees. Once the trees
were placed in position, he back filled the planting with
free draining potting mix and then planted Corsican

Bonsai Events Calendar

mint and baby bamboo. The new “birdbath pot” was
then placed in a water tray. Laurie explained that you
would only need to repot this group setting every five
years or just cut wedges down into the pot and refill
with soil and cover with Corsican mint.

Group planting of Swamp Cypress now on its bonsai journey

Laurie explained that this whole group planting with
pot, ground cover and potting mix would cost under
$20.

’.“ 1 \
Juniper forest from 2017 lllawarra Annual Show

Date Event

Details

10-11 Jun 2017 |Bonsai by the Harbour-Bonsai

Federation of Australia Northern

Sydney Church of England Grammar School’s Rowing Facility,
86 Wharf Road, Gladesville

17 Jun 2017
with Koji Hiramatsu

School of Bonsai “Ideas Summit” Don Moore Centre, cnr North Rocks Rd & Farnell St,
Carlingford

23-25Jun 2017 |Bonsai by the Beach, Wauchope

Bonsai Club

2 Thompson Place (off Ocean Drive), Bonny Hills

12 Aug 2017 Internationally renowned Boon

Manakitivipart demonstration

9.30-4.30 Toowoomba Bonsai Group-Toowoomba City Golf
Club. $30 pre-purchase; $40 at door www.toowoombabonsai.com

25-27 Aug 2017 |18™ Annual Tops Bonsai Weekend,

Acacia, Stanwell Tops Function Centre, Stanwell Tops

20-23 Jul 2018 |AABC National Bonsai Convention

Mantra Bell City, Preston- Melbourne




